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INTRODUCTION 

cm -October 10, 1975, the United States International Trade 

Commission received advice from the Department of the Treasury that 

birch three-ply door skins from Japan are being, or are likely 

to be, sold in the United States at less than fair value within the 

meaning ·of ·the ·Antidurriping Act, 1921,·as amend.ed (19 µ.s.c. 160(a)}.·' 

Accordingly, on October 22, 1975, the Commission instituted investi

gation No. AA1921-150 under section 20l(a) of said act to determine 

whether an industry in the United States is being or is likely to be 

injured, or is prevented from being established, by reason of the 

importation of such merchandise into the United States. The statute 

directs the Commission to render its determination within 3 months of 

its receipt of advice from the Department of the Treasury--in this 

case, by January 10, 1976. 

In connection with the investigation, the U.S. International 

Trade Commission held a public hearing on November 13, 1975. Notice 

of the institution of the investigation and of the hearing was duly 

given by posting copies of the notice at the Office of the Secretary, 

U.S. International Trade Commission, Washington, D.C., and at the 

Commission's New York Office and by publishing the notice in the 

Federal Register on October 30, 1975 (40 F.R. 50575). A chronology 

of events is shown in appendix D. 

In recent years the Commission and other Federal agencies have 

conducted several investigations that pertained, at least in part, 

to birch plywood door skins. In 1965 the United States Tariff 
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Commission (now the United States International Trade Commission) 

conducted an investigation under section 301 of the Trade Expansion 

Act of 1962 (TEA) in response to a petition filed by the General 

Plywood Corp., Louisville, Ky., for a determination of eligibility to 

apply for adjustment assistance (TEA-F-6, TC Publication 162, 

October 29, 1965). The Commission, being equally divided, made no 

affirmative finding on whether, as a result in ma~or part of conces

sions granted under trade agreements, birch and lauan plywood door 

skins were being imported into the United ·states in such increased 

quantities as to cause, or threaten to cause, serious injury to that 

firm. 

In February 1975 the Commission concluded an investigation under

taken in accordance with section 301 of the TEA in response to a 

workers' petition for the determination of eligibility to apply for 

adjustment assistance (TEA-W-259, ITC Publication 719). The Commission 

found unanimously that articles like or directly competitive with 

birch plywood door skins and birch veneer panels produced by Allen 

Quimby Veneer Co., Bingham, Maine, Division of Columbia Plywood Corp., 

a wholly owned subsidiary of Columbia Corp., Portland, Oreg., were 

not, as a result in major part of concessions granted under trade 

agreements, being imported into the United. States in such increased 

quantities as to cause, or threaten to cause, the unemployment or 

underemployment of a significant number or proportion of the workers 

of such firm or an appropriate subdivision thereof. 



3 

In April 1975 the U.S. Department of Labor instituted an 

investigation in response to a petition filed on behalf of workers 

formerly engaged in the production of birch plywood door skins at 

the Allen Quimby Veneer Co., regarding certification of eligibility 

to apply for worker adjustment assistance as prescribed in section 

222 o~ the ~rade Act of 1974. In May the Department of Labor found 

that increases of imports like and directly competitive with the 

birch plywood door skins produced at the Quimby company contributed 

importantly to the total or partial separation of the workers of 

that firm, and certified all hourly and salaried workers of the firm 

who became totally or partially separated from employment on or 

after October 7, 1974, lJ eligible to apply for adjustment assistance 

under title II, chapter 2, of the Trade Act of 1974. 

In October 1975 the Commission concluded an investigation under-

taken in accordance with section 20l(a)(l) of the Trade Act of 1974 

in response to a petition filed by Columbia Plywood Corp., a wholly 

owned subsidiary of Columbia Corp., Portland, Oreg. (TA-201-1, ITC 

Publication 743). The Commission (by a 5-to-l vote) found that 

birch plywood door skins are not being imported into the United 

States in such increased quantities as to be a substantial cause of 

serious injury, or threat thereof, to the domestic industry producing 

an article like or directly competitive with the imported article. 

1/ The Allen Quimby Veneer Co., ceased operation October 10, 1974. 
Since that time, a small staff has maintained the facilities. 
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The information contained in this report was obtained from a 

variety of sources: domestic manufacturers, importers, and purchasers 

of door skins; trade associations; the U.S. Customs Service; and the 

Commission's files. 
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DESCRIPTION AND USES 

General 

A door skin is a thin sheet of material used as the outer surf ace 

cover of a door. Door skins are manufactured from a variety of mate

rials, including hardwood and softwood plywood, hardboard, and 

particle board. 

Virtually the only use for door skins is in the manufacture of 

hollow-core flush doors. Two door skins, supported from within by 

a variety of frame types, make up a hollow-core flush door. Such 

doors are used predominantly in housing (single-family and multiple 

dwellings), but they are used in office and institutional buildings 

and industrial plants as well. 

Description of Birch Plywood Door Skins 

A birch plywood door skin is normally made of three plies of 

birch veneer glued together into a sheet which is about 1/8 inch 

thick and not more than 47 inches in width by 85 inches in length. 

Door skins for oversize doors exceed these dimensions, but such 

sizes constitute a small share of the total. The grain of the outer 

veneer plies (face and back) is generally oriented lengthwise in the 

panel, while the grain of the center ply (core) is at a right angle 

to that of the outer plies, or crosswise to the length of the panel. 

The face ply determines the wood species designation of the door skin. 

The core and back plies may be of different species than the face ply 

and are usually of lesser quality. 
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Birch plywood door skins are made in various types and grades and 

are constructed to meet the requirements of the door manufacturers. 

Method of Manufacture 

The basic processes of plywood-door-skin manufacture consist of 

(1) cutting and drying the veneers, (2) matching the veneers, 

(3) applying adhesives, (4) pressure treatment, and (5) finishing. 

Skilled workmanship and the use of precision machinery are vital. The 

raw materials, both wood and adhesive, require special handling during 

the several stages of manufacturing. 

The first step, cutting and drying the veneers, is done in a 

veneer mill, which may or may not be located with or as a part of a 

plywood-door-skin mill. The Allen Quimby Veneer Co. has veneering 

facilities in its mill, as do a few other producers of plywood door 

skins; plywood-door-skin producers without veneering facilities must 

purchase their requirements of veneer. The second step, matching the 

veneers, is normally done in the veneer mill, but may also be done in 

the plvwood operation. Steps t::ree, four, and five, applying -:.J:'-.e

sives, pressure treatment, and finishing, are common to all pl)~~ood

door-skin plants. 

The major byproduct of the veneering-plywood-door-skin proc~ss is 

waste veneer. The veneer piec?s unusable for door skins can be ·~lit 

to smaller sizes and shapes as required for making such articlec:; as 

furniture or cabinet parts. Veneer waste may also h"' chipped f.oi:' 
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making paper or board products or may be burned as a fuel in the 

plant or elsewhere. For Quimby, waste bi.rch veneer was utilized in 

the manufacture of cabinet parts, an important part of its overall 

operations. For plywood-door-skin plants without veneering operations, 

there is no waste veneer. 

Materials Competing With Birch Door Skins 

The U.S. International Trade Commission's survey of known 

domestic plywood-door-skin producers showed birch to be the species 

used most commonly in the domestic production of door skins prior to 

1975. Oak was the second most commonly used species, with walnut 

and other specialty woods being less commonly used. At present, 

because of the recent closing of the company that had produced the 

largest volume of birch door skins, the production of oak door skins 

is greater than that of birch. Imported plywood door skins are 

primarily of lauan and birch, but door skins of sen, shina, beech, 

oak, African mahogany, walnut, rosewood, and teak are also imported. 

Hardboard door skins, both domestic and imported, have come into 

increasing use in the last decade. 

In low-cost housing, multifamily dwellings, and low-cost 

building construction, lauan and hardboard door skins now dominate 

the market once held by lauan plywood door skins. Depending on the 

consumers' preferences and cost requirements, lauan and hardboard 

door skins also compete, in varying degrees, with the other plywood 
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door skins in higher cost building structures. The same equipment 

can be used by the manufacturer to produce plywood door skins of 

almost any species. Therefore, substitution among various species of 

wood can readily occur, providing the wood resources are available 

and consumers' tastes so dictate. 

There is a wide range of prices for the various kinds of door 

skins. Species such as African mahogany, rosewood, teak, and walnut 

are highly prized and command the highest prices. Oak, birch, maple, 

sen, beech,, and shina are found in the middle range of door-skin 

prices, with lauan on the low end of the range. Hardboard door skins 

also are on the low end of the price range. 

The Columbia Plywood Corp. states that birch door skins have 

a market distinct from that of other door skins. They assert that 

"a birch doorskin is unique in that it has the desirable characteris

tics of a hardwood, namely, durability, attractive grain pattern, and 

ability to take a stain, while being less expensive than other hard

woods in common use. Because it is of much greater quality than 

lauan and other inexpensive materials it is not directly competitive 

with them." 

Birch Resources 

In addition to being utilized for door skins, birch--primarily 

yellow birch--has long been in demand in the United States for other 

types of plywood, furniture, lumber, and miscellaneous wares of wood, 
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such as shoe heels, toothpicks, and tongue depressors. This demand 

has resulted in widespread cutting of birch (in the continental 

United States), without regard to pe1petuating the species. y Such 

cutting, which has frequently exceeded growth, not only results in 

leaving the smaller and poorer quality trees in the forest, but also 

tends to reduce forest acreage containing birch of sawtimber size. 

As estimated by the U.S. Forest Service, the volume of yellow birch 

sawtimber, ~ the principal birch species used for door skins in the 

United States, decreased from 11.6 billion board feet in 1963 to 7.3 

billion board feet in 1970. 

Competition for birch logs among the various types of manufacturers 

of forest products is keen. The price level for standing birch timber 

or for birch logs results, in part at least, from the market price of 

products manufactured from birch. The price levels of such products 

are affected, of course, by a variety of elements. Among the elements 

is the effect of imported birch and lauan plywood door skins or hard-

board door skins on the market price of birch door skins. Manufac-

turers of other products of birch are frequently able to outbid the 

manufacturers of door skins for the better birch trees or logs. A 

log study by the Columbia Plywood Corp. indicates that about 30 per-

cent of the harvest of birch logs in the northeastern United States 

}j Birch Symposium Proceedings, Northeastern Forest Experiment 
Station, U.S. Forest Service, 1969. 

2/ Saw logs suitable for the manufacture of plywood compose an 
unknown portion of total sawtimber volumes. 
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within procurement range of, and suitable for use in, Columbia's 

plants is consumed in the manufacture of other products of birch where 

lower quality logs would have sufficed. It is believed that the 

figure of 30 percent represents a sizable increase in the last decade 

or so. 

In contrast to the declining volume of birch in the United States, 

birch resources in Canada increased from 1963 to 1973 and are esti

mated to be about four tim·es those in the United States. The supply 

of birch on the island of Hokkaido in Japan is reported to be about 

20 percent of the U.S. supply. Birch resources in Finland are 

believed to be about 75 percent of the U.S. supply. The supply of 

birch in the U.S.S.R. is unknown but is believed to be much larger 

than that in the United States. None of these countries can be 

regarded as an unrestricted source of birch logs. Of the countries 

mentioned above, only Canada and Japan can be considered to be reliable 

and continuing sources of birch door skins in quantity. 
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U.S. TARIFF TREA1MENT 

Birch plywood door skins are dutiable under the provisions of 

the Tariff Schedules of the United States Annotated (TSUSA) item 

240.1420 for plywood with a face ply of birch, not face finished, or 

face finished with a clear or transparent material which does not 

obscure the grain, texture, or markings of the face ply, and not 

exceeding in any dimension 5/32 inch in thickness, 47 inches in width, 

and ·85 inches in length. 

The rate of duty for TSUSA item 240.1420 was 15 percent ad 

valorem in 1967, and was reduced in stages, as a result of concessions 

in the Kennedy Round, to the current rate of 7.5 percent ad valorem. 

Birch door skins are eligible for the Generalized System of Preferences 

(GSP) effective January 1, 1976. 1/ 

1/ Section V (Generalized System of Preferences) of the Trade Act of 
1974 authorizes the President to provide duty-free treatment for any 
eligible article from any beneficiary developing country. Japan is not 
designated as a beneficiary developing country. · 
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NATIJRE AND EXTENT CF SALES AT LESS THAN FAIR VAUJE 

The Department of the Treasury determined, as a result of its 

investigation of sales of birch three-ply door skins by Japan's four 

largest exporters (Sattsuru Veneer Co., Ltd., Mitsui Lumber Co., 

Ltd .• Teshiogawa Lumber Co., Ltd., and Marutama Lumber Co., Ltd.),'!_/ 

that birch three-ply door skins from Japan are being, or are likely to 

be, sold in the United States at less than fair value (LTFV) within 

the meaning of section 20l(a) of the Antidumping Act, 1921, as amended 

(19 U.S.C. 160(a)). 

The Department of the Treasury examined saies made by the four 

companies (which are believed to account for 82 percent of the 

exports of birch three-plr door skins from Japan to the United States) 

during the 7-month period August 1974 through February 1975. The 

sales totaled $3,800,000, and are thought to represent 100 percent of 

sales made by all four manufacturers in the United States during that 

period. In arriving at its determination of LTFV sales, Treasury 

considered that the proper basis of comparison for fair value was 

between purchase price or exporter's sales price (ESP), as appro-

priate, and the constructed value of the imported merchandise. 

Purchase price was calculated on the basis of the f .o.b. Japanese 

port price including necessary packing, with deductions for inland 

freight and shipping charges. Exporter's sales price was calculated 

1/ In Treasury memoranda, these firms are referred to as Sattsuru, 
Mitsui Lumber, Teshio, and Maru, respectively. 
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on the basis of ex-dock, duty-paid, U.S. port of entry price with 

deductions for inland freight (Japan), shipping charges (Japan), ocean 

freight, marine insurance, brokerage (United States), U.S. duty, and 

importer's sales expenses. Constructed value of imported merchandise 

was calculated on the basis of the cost of materials and of fabri

cation of the merchandise, plus an amount for general expenses and 

profit, and the cost of all containers and coverings used to pack the 

merchandise for shipment to the United States. A comparison between 

purchase price or ESP and foreign market value was ruled out because 

home market or third country sales of such or similar merchandise at 

prices above the cost of production were deemed so small as to 

provide an inadequate basis of comparison. It \°JaS determined that 

shina door skins constituted "such or similar merchandise" within 

the meaning of section 212(3)(c) of the Antidumping Act, 1921, as 

amended, and that shina door skins were sold in sufficient quantities 

to justify their use for purposes of determining fair value. Most 

of the home market sales of shina door skins during the investigatory 

period August 1974-February 1975 by the three firms having such sales, 

however, were found to be at prices less than the cost of production. 

Therefore, in accordance with section 20S(b) of the Antidumping Act, 

1921, as amended, these sales were disregarded in the determination 

of foreign market value. 
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For the period under consideration, Treasury found dumping margins 

on 82 percent of the sales by the four companies. The margins lf 

ranged from less than 1 to more than SO percent; the weighted average 

margin was 22 percent. * * * This is the first case in which the 

Trade Act amendments· dealing with sales at less than the cost or 

production (as used in the determination of foreign market value) 

have cane into play. Without those amendments, margins would be sub-

stantially reduced, if not eliminated, for three of the four 

manufacturers. 

A summary of the infonnation from the Treasury file (except as 

noted in footnote 1) of birch three-ply door skins from Japan at 

less than fair value is given in the following table. 

1/ As calculated by the U.S. International Trade Commission 
(dollar margin divided by constructed value of net exports). 
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Birch door skins from Japan: Net export sales, constructed value, dollar 
margin, and weighted average margin, August 1974-February 1975 

Net export Constructed Dollar 
sales of value of net margin or 

four exports of estimated Period companies four companies aggregate 
· under under dumping 

consideration consideration duties 
.. 

1974: 
August---------: $419,859 $500,436 $80. 577 
September------: 263,370 . 315, 198 51,828 
October--------: 350,943 470, 770 119,827 
November-------: 823,595 1,195,538 371, 943 
December-------: 751,675 1,132,191 380,516 

1975: 
January--------: 500,243 555,632 55,389 
February-------: 693,223 702,143 8,920 

Total or 
average----: 2/ 3,802,908 4, 871, 908 1,069,000 

1/ Dollar margin divided by constructed value of net exports. 
calculates margins in a different manner (dollar margin divided 
export sales) which yields higher percentages. 

'f:.! Total Japanese export sales are estimated to be $4,638,000. 

Source: U.S. Department of Treasury investigation. 

US ITC 
weighted 
average 
margin 

}j 

Percent 

16.1 
16.4 
25.5 
31. l 
33.6 

10.0 
1. 3 

21.9 

Treasury 
by net 

A copy of the Treasury Department's background memorandum of 

October 2, 1975, with attachment summarizing the issues involved in its 

investigation and a Treasury memorandum dated October 9, 1975, regarding 

the effects of the Trade Act amendments are reproduced in appendix C. 

Also included in that appendix is a copy of the letter of October 10, 

1975, from the Department of the Treasury advising the Commission that 

birch three-ply door skins from Japan are being, or are likely to be, 
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sold at.less than fair value within the meaning of the Antidumping 

Act, 1921, as amended. A brief chronology of events at Treasury 

follows: 

December 12, 1974 - Petition received from Colwnbia 
Plywood Corp. alleging LTFV 
sales of birch three-ply 
door skins from Japan 

July 14, 1975 - Withholding of Appraisement 
Notice published 

August 14, 1975 - Confrontation conference held 
with in~erested parties 

October 10, 1975 - Dtunping finding transmitted to 
U.S. International Trade 
Commission 
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U.S. PRODUCERS 

Producers of All ·Door Skins 

Door skins of wood are made primarily of hardwood plywood or 

hardboard. 

Of the 180 establishments that produce hardwood plywood, 12 

reported producing door skins in 1974. There are seven plants in 

Wisconsin, two in California, and one each in Maine, Virginia, and 

Georgia. Total employment is about 2,600. Seven plants are operated 

by single-establishment firms; the remainder belong to large, multi

establishment firms. Four plants produced door skins only for 

internal consumption. None of the independent firms have sales 

exceeding * * * million, and most have sales of less than $2 million. 

In 1973 these plants (including the Quimby plant that closed in 

1974) had an annual capacity of about 70 million square feet of ply

wood (l/8-inch basis). According to industry representatives, the 

domestic producers operated at about 80 percent of capacity during 

the peak year of production, 1973. 

Of the 31 establishments that produce hardboard, four reported 

producing door skins in 1974. The producers of hardboard door skins 

are not readily differentiated from other hardboard manufacturers. 

The same presses are used to produce door skins as to produce many 

other types of hardboard, and it is possible to switch production 

from one product line to another with a minimum of difficulty. 

One firm controls three of the four domestic plants that produce 

hardboard door skins, and those three are located in California, 
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Pennsylvania, and Mississippi. The fourth plant is in Oregon. Hard

board. door~ skins accounted for about 9 percent of total hardboard 

production in these plants in- 1973 and 1974. ~otal employment in the 

plants is about 1,250, but only a small proportion of this number are 

involved directly with the manufacture of door skins. 

Producers of Birch Door Skins 

A plant capable of producing plywood door skins can manufacture 

door skins of virtually any species. Of the plants reporting birch

door-skin production in 1970-74 and January-September 1975, none 

reported producing birch door skins exclusively. 

According to trade information, there were about 10 companies 

with 13 plants which produced about 120 million square feet (MMSF) 

of birch door skins in the United States in 1965 .-- · Seven plywood-door

~kin producers manufactured birch door skins sometime during 1970-74 

and January-Sept~mber 1975. These producers operated seven domestic 

~stablishments in which birch door skins were produced--five in 

_Wisconsin, one in Maine, and one in Georgia (app. B, fig. 1). 

The characteristics of the producing plants vary greatly. Four 

are. owned by single-establishment companies, and three are.bwned by 

larger, multiestablishment firms. Quimby's major product was birch 

door skins, but the plant also produced door skins of other species, 

as well as birch plywood cabinet parts. Patat Plywood Corp.-produces 

door skins exclusively, mainly birch but some oak. Weber Veneer Co. 
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is a specialty plywood ·plant producing a limited amount of birch and 

oak door skins on a special-order basis. U.S. Plywood Corp .. (Algoma), 

Weyerhaeuser Co., Paine Lwnber Co., and Curtis Door Co. produce a 

limited amount of door .skins for use only in their door manufacturing 

operations. They produce door skins of birch, oak, and other species. 

In terms of production, plarits manufacturing birch door skins 

in 1974 ranged in size from less than 0.2 MMSF to more than * * * 

MMSF. Quimby produced the major share of the birch door skins, while 

the average production of each of the other six plants for the year 

was about 1 MMSF. In 1974, birch door skins constituted the bulk 

of the plywood door skins produced by Quimby, the major producer, and 

three other producers; birch accounted for about one-third or less 

of the door skins produced by the remaining three producers. 
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U.S. SHIPMENTS, PRODUCTION, EXPORTS, AND INVENTORIES 

Shipments of birch door skins increa~ed each year from 18 MMSF in 

1970 to a high of 39 MMSF in 1973, then decreased to 26 MMSF in 1974 

(app. A, table 1). Shipments in 1974 decreased from 9 MMSF in 

January-March to 2 MMSF in October-December, the period during which 

Quimby went out of production. Quarterly shipments of birch door skins 

decreased to 1 MMSF in January-March 1975, but rose to 2 MMSF in 

April-June 1975. Shipments remained at 2 MMSF in July-September 1975. 

Birch constituted about 29 percent of total door-skin shipments in 

1970, about 15 percent in 1974, but only about 4 percent in January

June 1975. The trend in production of birch door skins closely 

followed the trend in shipments (table 2). 

Market shipments of birch door skins increased from 17 MMSF in 

1970 to 36 MMSF in 1973 and then declined to 24 MMSF in 1974. Unit 

values rose steadily throughout the period from $116 per thousand 

square feet (MSF) in 1970 to $172 per MSF in 1974. For the first 9 

months of 1975, market shipments totaled 3 MMSF with an average unit 

value of $185 per MSF (table 3). 

Captive shipments of birch door skins rose during 1970-73 peaking 

at more than 2 MMSF in 1973; they decreased in 1974 and January

September 1975 (table 2). Whereas captive shipments accounted for 

only about 6 percent of total domestic shipments of birch door skins 

annually during 1970-74, in October-December 1974 they accounted for 

13 percent and in January-September 1975, for about 25 percent. 
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There were no known exports of birch plywood door skins during 

the period January 1970 to S~ptember 1975. 

Two producers reported carrying inventories of birch door skins 

during some portion of the period December 1969-June 1975. Yearend 

inventories peaked in 1970 at 4.6 MMSF and fluctuated thereafter 

between 1.3 MMSF and 2.0 MMSF (table 4). 
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U.S. IMPORTS 

U.S. imports of birch door skins increased irregularly from an 

estimated 26 MMSF in 1950 to 122 MMSF in 1966~ when th~y were first 

reported separately. They reached a high of 158 MMsi~; in. 1968 and 

1969, then declined irregularly to 126 MMSF in 1973 and 87 MMSF in 

1974 (table 5). Imports in January-September' 1975 tdtaled. 89 MMSF, 

15 percent greater than in the corresponding period of 1974 (table 

6). The increase in imports of birch door skins during January

September 1975, which is accented by the decline in aggregate U.S. 

imports of all door skins during the same period, is probably largely 

the result of the cessation of production by Quimby, which was by 

far the largest domestic producer of birch door skins. 

The ratio of imports of birch door skins to apparent consumption 

of such door skins declined gradually·fr0m 89 percent in 1970 to 77 

percent in 1973 and 1974. It reached 95 percent in January-September 

1975, when domestic production was sharply reduced and imports 

increased compared with those in the corresponding period of 1974 

(table 7). The trend in imports of birch door skins relative to 

domestic production was more pronounced but similar to the ratio of 

imports to consumption. Imports were 7.8 times as large as domestic 

production in 1970, but by 1973 they were only 3.2 times as large. 

They subsequently increased (despite a decrease in actual imports) to 

3.4 times domestic production in 1974, and jumped to 21.0 times 

domestic production during January-September 1975 (table 8). 
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For the past decade Japan has been the principal U.S. supplier 

of birch door skins,. accounting for more than half the number imported 

each year since 1966 (table 9). Canada has generally been the second 

most important source, while Finland has supplied virtually all the 

remainder. U.S. imports of birch door skins from Finland, however, 

have declined. greatly in the last 5 years. 

Imports from Japan rose steadily from 46 MMSF in 1966 to 105 

MMSF in 1970. In 1972, a boom year for housing, imports from Japan 

totaled 87 MMSF. By 1974, a depressed year for housing, imports 

amounted to. 55 MMSF .. Imports from Japan as a percent of total birch 

door skin impo~t~ increased, however, from 57.6 percent in 1972 to 

63.2 percent in 1974. Imports for January-September 1975 amounted to 

62 MMSF and 69.8 percent of total imports (table 10) . 

. . During the last several years, birch door skins from Japan have 

entered ,largely on the west coast and in the Gulf and South Atlantic 

States. Imports from Canada entered in the northeastern and Great 

Lakes States, while those from Finland have entered predominantly in 

the Atlantic and Gulf States (table 11). 

The value of imported birch door skins ranged from $10 million 

to $15 million a year in 1966-72, totaled $18 million in 1973 and 

fell to less than $13 million in 1974 (table 9). Imports for 

January-September 1975 were valued at $10.8 million, 9 percent less 

than during January-September 1974. The decline in value during 

January-September 1975, despite an increase in quantity, resulted from 
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a decrease in the average unit value from $154 per MSF in January

September 1974 to $121 per MSF during January-September 1975 (table 

6). 

The value of imported birch door skins from Japan ranged from 

$4 to $8 million in 1966-72, totaled $11 million in 1973 and fell to 

less than $8 million in 1974. Imports from Japan for January

September 1975 were valued at $6.6 million compared with $6.9 million 

in January-September 1974. Imports frClll Canada have ranged from $2 

to $6 million in 1966-74 and $4.0 million in January-September 1975. 

Imports from Finland ranged from less than $1 million to $2 million 

in 1966-74 and $0.l million in January-September 1975 (tables 9, 10, 

12, and 13). 

Birch door skins imported from Japan had a unit value, before 

duty and other costs, of $74 to $97 per MSF in 1966-72, compared with 

$96 to $105 for the Canadian article. In 1973 the unit value of the 

Japanese articles increased by about half, to $147, and that of the 

Canadian article by about a third, to $138. In 1974 the unit value 

for the Japanese articles declined to $139, while that for the Canadian 

article rose to $160. The unit values of Japanese and Canadian birch 

door skins declined in January-September 1975 to $106 and $153, 

respectively (tables 9, 10, and 12). 

Birch door skins imported from Japan are reported to be of a 

quality at least equal to, if not better than, that of the domestic 
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or the Canadian product. The Japanese door skins are graded and sold 

somewhat differently from the domestic product. Virtually all birch

door-skin imports from Japan consist of a 50-50 mixture or composite 

of AA grade (most comparable to U.S. premium grade) and AB grade 

(U.S. good grade). The door skins are sold at one price without a 

price differential according to grade. This differs from the common 

practice of domestic producers of selling each grade of door skin at 

a different price; however, domestic producers do also sell door 

skins on a composite basis. Birch door skins imported from Canada 

are reported by trade sources to be comparable to the domestic 

product in quality and grading standards. 

The great bulk of the birch door skins imported from Japan are 

handled through perhaps a dozen large Japanese trading companies 

that deal in a great number of products other than door skins. The 

trading companies purchase the door skins from the Japanese producers 

and in turn sell them to U.S. consumers, i.e., the flush-door 

producers. The trading companies may either import the door skins 

into the United States for subsequent resale or sell the door skins 

f .o.b. Japan, leaving the U.S. purchaser to arrange and pay for 

delivery expenses to the United States. The larger domestic flush

door producers tend to import for their own consumption, while the 

smaller producers generally buy from an importer. Imports of birch 

door skins from Canada are customarily handled by direct contact 

between the U.S. producers of flush doors and the (two) Canadian 
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birch-door-skin producers. Purchases are generally made f.o.b .. 

Canadian~~mill, with or without the duty paid. Shipment is then made 

by rail or truck., with the purchaser paying the delivery expenses 

from the Canadian mill to the United States. 

Yearend inventories of birch door skins, expressed as a per

centage of the importers' annual shipments of such door skins, fell 

from 8 percent in 1970 to 2 percent in 1971 and 1972, but increased 

to s-percent by the end·- of· 1973 and: jumped to 13 percent by the end 

of. 1974. Yearend.inventories of all door skins held during 1970-73 

by importers averaged about 5 percent of their annual shipments of 

door skins in this period. However, inventories held by importers 

at the•end of 1974 increased to 11 percent of their. shipments of 

door skins during,197lt: 
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U.S. CONSUMPTION AND RELATION TO HOUSING STARTS 

Consumption 

Consumption of birch door skins peaked at 189.MMSF in 1972, 

rising from 162 MMSF in 1971, but then decreased to about 113 MMSF in 

1974. During the last quarter of 1974, in which period Quimby ceased 

production, consumption of birch door skins totaled only about 12 

MMSF. Consumption rose in January-September 1975 to 94 MMSF, about 

6 percent less than during the corresponding period of 1974. The 

ratio of imports of birch door skins to consumption of such door 

skins declined gradually from 89 percent in 1970 to 77 percent in 

1973 and 1974, but increased to 95 percent in January-September 1975 

(tables 1 and 7). 

The Trend in Consumption Versus the Trend in Housing 

According to industry sources, an average of 34 square feet of 

door skins is used in the production of a flush door. The number of 

flush doors required per private housing start varies considerably. 

ranging from about 10 to 20. Therefore, in new housing, requiring 

15 flush doors, about 510 square feet of door skins would be used. 

It should be noted, however, that flush doors are also used in 

remodeling older housing and in mobile homes. The following table 

compares housing starts with the consumption of door skins of all 

materials and of birch during January 1970-September 1975. As 

indicated in the table, on the average, 540 square feet of door skins 

of all types and 88 square feet of birch door skins were used annually 

per housing start during the period. 
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New private housing starts in the United States and consumption there
in of all door skins and of birch door skins, total and per housing 
start, 1970-74 and January-September 1975 

Consumption of door skins 

Period 

New 
private 
housing 

starts 1/ 

Total Per housing start 

Thousands 

All 
door 
skins 

Million 
sq. ft. 

Birch 
door 
skins 

Mi Ilion 
sq~ 

All 
door 
skins 

Sq. ft. 

Birch 
door 
skins 

Sq. ft. 

1970--------------: 1,434 833 171 581 119 
1971--------------: 2,052 1,050 162 512 79 
1972--------------: 2,357 1,236 189 524 80 
1973--------------: 2,045 1,050 165 513 81 
1974--------------: 1,338 757 113 566 84 
Jan.-June 1975----: 515 332 62 645 120 
Jan.-Sept. 1975---=~~~-8~6_1~~--2/..__~~~~9~4~~-=2/:o..-~~~~109 

Total or 
average, 
Jan. 1970-
June 1975---: 9,741 5,258 862 540 

lJ Public housing starts are small in relation to private housing 
starts. 

2/ Not available. 

Source: New private housing starts, from official statistics of 
the U.S. Department of Commerce; consumption, from table 1 in this 
report. 

88 

It is interesting to note from the table above that the quantity 

of birch door skins per housing start dropped from 119 square feet in 

1970 to 84 square feet in 1974; the quantity of all door skins per 

housing start decreased from 581 to 566 over the same period. 
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MARKET PENETRATION AND LOST SALES 

From January 1970 through June 1974, United States and Canadian 

birch-door-skin producers were steadily increasing their respective 

shares of the United States birch-door-skin market at the expense of 

Japanese and F.innish imports (fig. 2). Nevertheless, Japan maintained 

the major portion of the United States market, averaging, for example, 

44 percent in 1973 compared to 23 percent for the United States, 26 

percent for Canada, and 6 percent for Finland (table 7). Between the 

second and fourth quarters of 1974, however, there were substantial 

changes in the market shares held by United States, Japanese, and 

Canadian producers. During that time, the United States producers' 

market share dropped from 27 percent to 15 percent while the Japanese 

share rose from 37 percent to 65 percent. While Quimby's closing in 

October 1974 partially explains the proportions of market shares 

during and past the fourth quarter of 1974, not all of Japan's in

creased market share was at the expense of United States producers. 

Canadian producers also experienced a large loss in the United States 

birch door-skin market during the l~st half of 1974. In the first 

three quarters of 1975 Canada recovered its 1974 share of the United 

States market, Japan increased its share, and the United States 

producers' share deteriorated to less than one-fourth of its 1974 

share. Canada's share for January-September 1975 remained about the 

same as for 1974 at 28 percent, Japan's share increased to 66 percent 

and the United States producers' share dropped to 5 percent. 
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Examination of the unit values of Japanese imports and selling 

price data gathered from U.S. importers reveals a sharp drop in these 

values and prices, which corresponds very closely with the rise in 

the Japanese share of U.S. domestic consumption (table 7; figs. 3 and 

4). 

Domestic producers were able to provide little evidence of 

specific instances of lost sales. 



31 

U.S. PURCHASERS 

Flush-door manufacturers, which are virtually the only market 

for door skins, operate about 74 establishments in the United States; 

45 plants are operated by single-establishment firms, and 29, by 

multiestablishment firms. Primary concentrations are around the 

Great lakes, along the west coast, and in the timber-producing areas 

of the southeast and northeast (fig. 5). Total employment is about 

9,500, approximately 130 per plant. 

The industry is a relatively new one with the newest firms 

being the smallest. Of the 13 finns established since 1970, none 

employ more than 200 people; and the average number employed is about 

70. The average age of single-establishment firms is 14 years, and 

that of multiestablishment firms, 25 years. Of 34 firms reporting 

net worth, the median is $500,000, and of 52 firms reporting sales, 

the median is $5 million. For the larger companies, flush-door sales 

account for only a very small part of total sales. 

The value of flush-door shipments was $369 million in 1972, up 

from $202 million in 1967 (table 14). The number of doors produced 

increased from about 28 million to about 39 million in the same 

period. Roughly 80 percent of the hollow-core doors are produced 

with a face of hardwood plywood, of which about 24 percent is birch, 

3 percent, oak, and 73 percent, lauan. The industry depends on imports 

for more than 90 percent of_ its hardwood plywood door skins. 

Shipments of flush doors with hardwood faces increased from $176 

million in 1967 to $280 million in 1972, but their share of shipments 
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of all types of flush doors fell from about 87 percent to 76 percent 

for the years indicated. On the basis of fragmentary data, it is 

believed that flush doors with hardboard faces may have increased 

their share (based on value) of all types of flush doors from about 

5 percent in 1967 to about 15 percent in 1972. 
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U.S. EMPLOYMENT 

The number of production and related workers engaged in the 

production of birch door skins during 1970-74 is estimated to have 

ranged between .300 and 400. No discernible trend in such employment 

was evident until late 1974, when the number employed dropped 

abruptly to fewer than 100. The cause of the abrupt decrease at that 

time was, of course, the cessation of production by the Quimby plant, 

which alone employed close to 300 persons just prior to closing .. Man

hours worked by production and related workers on birch door skins 

generally followed the trend in production of such door skins, rising 

from 1970 to 1972, peaking in 1973 (at an estimated 800,000), but 

then declining sharply in 1974 (to an estimated 550,000). Wages paid 

to such employees totaled about $2 million in 1974. 

Complete data on employment of workers engaged in the production 

of birch door skins during 1975, along with man-hours worked by and 

wages paid to such employees, are.not available, but there can be 

no doubt that all have declined greatly inasmuch as domestic production 

of birch door skins in January-June 1975 was only about one-eighth of 

the amount in the corresponding period of 1974. 
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PRICES 

The average lowest prices paid for domestically produced and 

imported Canadian and Japanese birch door skins, as reported by 

United States flush-door producers, domestic door-skin producers, 

and door-skin importers, are shown in table 15. The figures in the 

table, which cover the period Janaury 1970-September 1975, represent 

the lowest prices paid for such door skins each month; the quarterly 

and annual data are unweighted averages of such monthly prices. 

Separate columns listing the prices of the two major domestic door 

skin producers are provided because the product manufactured by these 

concerns is believed to differ significantly in quality. The 

Japanese product is most comparable to the Quimby and Canadian 

"combined" grades, y while the composite grade sold by Patat is 

believed to be of a lesser quality, but still competitive with 

Japanese, Canadian, and Quimby-made birch door skins. 

In 1970 the average lowest price ·for birch door skins imported 

from Japan was about $90 per MSF, some $25 per MSF or 22 percent 

less than the average domestic price. Both domestic and imported 

prices generally rose fran 1970 through 1972. During 1973, prices 

of birch plywood door skins imported from Japan were consistently 

higher than domestic prices. In the last quarter of 1973, the 

average lowest price for birch door skins imported from Japan was 

$198.34 per MSF, the highest figure shown in table 15, whereas the 

lowest domestic price was * * *per MSF. 

y An average of premium and good grades. 
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Table 15 shows that Quimby's average lowest prices went up 

the first two quarters of 1974 to * * * per MSF, an increase of about 

$18 per MSF from the previous two quarters. In July 1974 Quimby 

again raised its lowest price to * * * per MSF and retained that 

price for the rest of the year. Pa tat raised its average lowest price 

$7 per MSF during the second quarter to * * * per MSF, but dropped it 

in the third quarter to * * * per MSF and again in the fourth quarter 

to * * * per MSF. Similarly, the average lowest price for birch 

doors ~kins imported from Canada rose about $6 per MSF in the second 

quarter to $178.09 per MSF and then declined throughout the rest of 

the year to a December average lowest price of $149. 75 per MSF. The 

average lowest price for birch door skins imported from Japan declined 

throughout 1974_from $187.65 per MSF in January-March to $116.19 per 

MSF in December. There were drops of about $11, $12, $27, and $26 

per MSF for t~e four quarters, respectively. In July 1974 the price 

of birch door skins imported from Japan dropped about $12 per MSF to 

$163.06 from the second quarter average lowest price of $175.38 per 

MSF. August and September showed monthly decreases of about $6 and 

$11 per MSF, respectively. In October 1974 the average lowest price 

for Japanese birch door skins dropped to $131.09 per MSF, a decrease 

of about $15 per MSF from September. Another sharp price decrease 

followed in November, with the average lowest price for birch door 

skins imported from Japan falling to $116.51 per MSF. In December, 

the Japanese price dropped very slightly to $116.19 per MSF. On an 
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average-lowest-price basis for the last quarter of 1974, prices of 

birch door skins imported from Japan were * * * percent lower than 

Quimby's, * * * percent lower than Patat's, and 22 percent lower than 

the Canadian birch door skins. 

In the first 5 months of 1975, Quimby's average lowest price was 

* * * per MSF, down about $14 per MSF from the previous two quarters. 

(At this point Quimby may have been attempting to liquidate its 

inventory following the plant's closing in October.) For the same 

period, Patat and Canadian average lowest prices both remained constant 

at * * * per MSF and $156.50 per MSF, respectively. Average lowest 

prices of birch door skins imported from Japan rose steadily during 

the first 7 months of 1975, reaching $163.03 per MSF in July. In 

June 1975 Patat's lowest price rose to * * * per MSF and remained at 

that level through September. The average lowest price for birch door 

skins imported from Canada dropped in June 1975, but remained constant 

at about $163 per MSF through September. After the price of birch 

door skins imported from Japan rose in July 1975 to approximate parity 

with domestic and Canadian prices, there were small decreases in 

August and September. 

Table 16 shows an index of Japanese export prices for birch 

plywood, a large percentage of which is believed to consist of door 

skins, for January 1970-June 1975. The table indicates that Japanese 

export prices for birch plywood in 1974 declined by almost 50 per

cent between February and November. During January-September 1975, 
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however, Japanese prices increased substantially, although they were 

still below the levels reached in each of the corresponding months 

of 1973 and 1974. 
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PRICE CGfPARISONS 

Figures 4-15 show relationships that exist b~tweeri the selling 

price of door skins imported from Japan and various other factors. 

The relationship between selling prices and the dumping margins found 

by Treasury is shown in figure 6. 

Figure 4 shows that the prices of bir·ch door skins imported 

from Japan were lower than the prices of domestic birch door skins 

in 1970 and 1971, comparable to them in 1972; and higher in 1973. In 

1974 the prices of birch door skins imported from Japan declined 

steadily; by midyear, the birch door skins imported from Japan were 

priced lower than domestic door skins, and the margins widened 

throughout July-December (fig. 7). Ir. 1975 the prices of birch door 

skins imported from Japan rose as rapidly as they had declined in 

1974, and by the second quarter of 1975 the prices of the Japanese 

and domestic product were almost equal again. The turnaround point 

for prices coincides with the initiation of Treasury's dumping 

investigation. 

The Allen Quimby Veneer Co. indicated in a brief submitted to 

the Commission that Quimby could have been competitive if Japanese 

prices had been within * * * per MSF of domestic prices. Figure 8 

compares domestic prices with figures obtained by increasing 

Japanese prices by the dumping margin percentages found by Treasury. 

Figures 9 through 13 show comparisons between the prices of 

Japanese birch door skins and a variety of economic factors, including 

imported quantities of Japanese birch door skins (fig. 9), shipments 
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of domestic producers (fig. 10), Japanese market share (fig. 11), 

domestic producers' market share (fig. 12), and domestic producers' 

net profits before taxes (fig. 13). 

Figure 14 shows that there is a close relationship between the 

prices of birch door skins imported from Japan and U.S. housing 

starts. Figure 15 indicated a similar close relationship between 
Q 

quantities of birch door skins imported from Japan and U.S. housing 

starts during 1971-74; such imports on a monthly basis are normally 

irregular and thus cannot be used for similar comparative purposes. 

It is generally accepted that amounts of door skins sold vary with 

housing starts, indicating that the changes in annual imports as 

shown in figure 15 are typical. Of course, the closing of the Quimby 

plant in October 1974 enabled at least a portion of its former market 

to be taken over by Japanese door skins. 
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FINANCIAL EXPERIENCE OF U.S. PRODUCERS 

The data reported in this section represent the profit-and-loss 

experience of_ two U.S. producers of birch door skins. These 

producers--Quimby and Patat--manufactured birch plywood door skins 

that a.ccounted for over * * * percent of the total production of 

all birch plywood door skins during the period 1970-74. Quimby alone 

produced not less than * * * percent of total birch-door-skin pro

duction during this period. There were several producers of very 

small volumes of birch pl}rwood door skins. but the great bulk of 

their output was not sold but was used in their own manufacturing 

operations. 

* * * * * * * 

The principal elements of the item "other income or expense. 

net," which makes up the difference between net operating profits or 

losses and net profits or losses before.income taxes. were interest 

income and expense, the gain or loss on the sale of assets, and 

corporate charges ievied as a percentage of capital inv:estment 

(table 17). 

* * * * * * * 
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APPENDIX A 
STATISTICAL TABLES 



Table 1.--Door skins: Estimated U.S. shi)Jllents, imports, exports, and apparent consumption~ 
1970-74 nnd,by quarters, 1974 and Jnnunry-Septenber 1975 

{In millions of sgunrc fectl 

Shipuents !/ Imports 
: 

Exports y ~ 

: : ... 
11eriod 

Bi h : Other : Hard- Total : Birch : Louan : Other.·. : ll:mJ- : Total : lwrd- ': Total·: ilirch 
re 1!12'.!!ood : board : : : [!12'.!!ood : board : : board·: . . ·:: 

: : 

1970---- .. -------------: 18 : 11 : . : • *153 : *539 : 
1971----.. ·------------: 30 : 17 : . : . : •132 : *685 : 
1972---- .. -------------: 38 : 22 : . : * : *151 : *579 : 
1973---- .. ·------------: 39 : 23 : * : . : *126 : *469 : 
1974------------------: 26 : 20 : . : * : *87 : •373 : 

Januarir-March-- -----: 9 : 6 : . : * : •is : *116 : 
Apri 1-.lune-- --------: 9 : 6 : . : . : *23 : *88 : 
July-S1iptember-. -- -- : 6 : s : ~ : . : *28 : *127 : 
Octobe1,-Decembor----: 2 : 3·: •.: * : *JO : *42 : 

1975: : : : : : : : 
Januari•-~f3rch- - -----: 1 : 4 : . : .. *34 : *47 : 
Apri 1-.lune-- --------: 2 : 5 : . : * : *25 : *125 : 
July-S1iptember------: 2 : !I : y : y : *30 : *108 : 

"Data reporied1n-officia1- statistics. 

I/ Doe!; not include lauan, shipments of which are known to be smnl 1. 
2/ Exports, not separately reported, are known to be small. 
~/ Not available. 

: : : : ": 
36 : 42 : 771 : - .: - f 171 : 
60 : 81 : 959 : - : ' - # 162·: 
73 : 81 : 884 : - ·: - : 18~ : . 
62 : 121 : 777 : - : - : 165. ':· 
36 : 94 : 591 : 4 : 4 : 113 : .. 
10 : 29 : 181 : 1 : 1 : 34 : 
10 : 23 : 143 : 1 : 1 ~ 31 : 
12 : 32 : 199 : 1 : · 1 : 34 : 

4 : 10 : 67 : l : 1. : . 12 ; 
: : : ... : 

8 : 7 : 96 : -. ·:· ;:·• .: JS : 
6 : 19 : 174 : .1. : . . .. 1 : 27 : 

y : y : y : y··:. ·Y 32 : 

Source: Compiled frcn official statistics of the U.S. Department of COllllllcrce and from information suppli!ld: .by producers. 

Note.-··Because of rounding, figures may not add to the totals shown. 

Apparent coiis1111ption 

Lauan : Other : Hard- ' Total 
: 1!12'.!!ood : board 
: 

539 : 47 
685 : 78 : * : 
579 : 95 : . : • 
469 : 85 
373 : 56 : . : * 
116 : 16 : * : • 
88 : 16·: . : 

127 : 17 : . : • 
42 : 7 : * : 

: : : 
47 : 12 : . : • 

125 : 10 : . : 
108 : y : y : y 

.j:>. 
N 



Table 2.--Birch door skins: Estimated U.S. production, market shipments, and captive shipments, 1970-74 and, by quarters, 1974 and 
January-September 1975 

(In thousands of square feet) 

1974 1975 
1970 1971 1972 1973 : January- : April .. -: -.July- : October- : January- : April- : July-Total : March : June : Se2tember : December : March : June : September 

: : : : : : : : : : 
Production----: 19,559: 27,710: 36,857: 38,829: 25,868: 10,024 : 8,042 : 6,223 : 1,579 : 886 : 1,362 : 1,979 
Market ship-

ments-------: 16,754 : 28,376: 35,657 : 36,356 : 24,082 : 8,839 : 8,189 : 5,464 : 1,590 : 474 : 1, 257 : 1, 759 
Captive ship- : 

ments-------: 1,345 : 1,872 : 1,941 : 2,258 : 1,875 : 598 : 601 : 430 : 246 : 448 : 421 : 274 
: : : : : : : : : : 

Source:--. Compiled from-information supplied by domestic producers of birch door skins. 

.i::.. 
tN 



Table l.--Birch door skins: U.S •. market shlpmcnts, by domcstk producers, 1!170-74 11nd, by quarters, 1974 nnd Jnnuary-Scptember 1975 

Pi rm 

Patat Plywood 
Corp----------: 

Allen Quimby : 
Venuer Co-----: 

Weber Veneer 
CO-··----------= 

Total-------: 

Patat Plywood 
Corp---------~ 

Allen Quimby 
Ven(1er Co-----: 

Weber Veneer 

1970 

. : 
: . : 
. : 

16,754: 

. : 
: . : 

1971 . 1972 

. : *: 
: : . : * : . : . : 

28,376 : 35,657 : 

. : . : 
: : . : . : 

1973 ·--
Total Jnnunry- : 

March · 

Quuntlty (1,000 s1111ure feot) 

. : . : . : 
: : : . : . : . : 

1974 

April
June 

. : 
: . : 

July
Septcmber 

. : 
: . : 
: . : 

October
December 

:· 

: . : 
: . : 

January
March 

. : 
: . : . : .: .: .: .: ·= .: 

1975 

April
June 

. : 
: . : 

July
Septembcr 

36, 356 : 24,0_82 : _ 8,839 : 8,189 : ·5,464 : 1,590 _:__ 474 : 1,257: 1,759 

Vnlue 

: : : : : : : 

. : . : . : .. . : . : . : . : 
: : : : : : : .. . : . : . : .. . : . : .: 
: 

• 

• 

• 
co ...... -..... -.. ----: * : • : • ! * : •· : * : * : • : • : • : • : * 

Tutal-------: 1,946,000 : 3,145,000 : 4,371,200 : 5,589,250 : 4, 138,516 : 1,506,583 : 1,422,543 : 940,698 : 268,692 : 78,234 : 266, l47 : 300,169 

Unit value (per 1,000 squarc feet) 

Patat Plywood 
Corr----------: . : . : . : .. . : . : . : . : . . • 

Allen Quimby 
Veneer Co-----: . : . : . : . : . : . : .. • 

Weber V cnecr 
Co------------: . : . : . : • 

Tc•ta 1- - - - -- - : 116. 15 : 110. 83 : 122.59 : 153.74: 171. HS 
.. : ,, 

110.4""t.-:-113.7f: in. I<• 
. : . : . : 

IC18.99 165.05 211.73: 170.65 . . . . 
SOiii:ce: Responses to U.S. International Trade Commission questionnaires. -·---------·--·-

"'" "'" 
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Table 4.--Door skins: Estimate.d U.S. end-of-period ~nventories, by tYPeS, 1969-74 and, by quarters, 1974 

tln thousands of square feet) 

1974 
Type 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 ------·--

: ·January- : April- : July- : October-Total : March : June : September : December 
: : : : 

Birch door skins----~------------~-: 3,121·: 4,581 : 2,043 : 1,302 1,517 : 1,428 : 2,104 : 1,356 : 1,685 : 1,428 
Plywood door skins other than : : : : 

·. birch-----·-···•·-•··-·------•--·• : 760 : 451· : 726 : 759 852 : 652 : 835 : 960 : 926 : 652 
Total door skins----------------: 3, 881 : 5,032 : 2,769 : 2,0~1 2,369 : 2,080 : 2,939 : 2,316 : 2,611 : 2,080 

: 

Source: Compiled from information supplied by domestic producers. 

Note.--There vere no end-of-period inventories of hardboard door skins reported for 1969-7 4. 

.::. 
V'I 
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Table 5.--Birch door skins: U.S. imports 
for consumption, 1950~74 '!/ 

(In millions of square feet) 

Year : U.S. imports . 
19~0--------------------------------------: 26 
1951--------------------------------------: 25 
1952--------------------------------------: 31 
1953------------~-------------------------: 48 
1954--------------------------------------: 58 

1955---------------~----------------------: 85 
1956-----~--------------------------------: 74 
1957--------------------------------~-----: 56 
1958--------------------------------------: 44 
1959--------------------------------------: 74 

1960--------------------------------------: 67 
1961--------------------------------------: 64 
1962--------------------------------------: 76 
1963--------------------------------------: 89 
1964--------------------------------------: 99. 

1965--------------------------------------: 108 
1966--------------------------------------: 122 
1967----------------~---------------------: 118 
1968--------------------------------------: 158 
1969--------------------------------------: 158 

1970--------------------------------------: 153 
1971------------------------------~---~---: 132 
1972--------------------------------------: 151 
1973--------------------------------------: 126 
1974--------------------------------------: 87 

1/ Data for 1950-65 estimated from imports of birch 
plywood. 

Source: Compiled from official statistics of the U.S. 
Department of Commerce, except as noted. 



Table 6.--Birch door skins: U.S. imports for consumption, by months, 
1973, 1974, and January-September 1975 

Quantity Value 
Month ···------------~·-----· ··------,---------·-----. . 

1973 : 1974 : 1975 . . 
··-·--·-:·Million : Milliori-:MITITon 

5~_ Ft:- : 5q.~ : .59· ft. 

January------·- .... __ .,: 14 
Februa·ry---------~-: 12 
March---~----------~ 9 
April------·-------: 12 
May----------------: 10 
June---------------: Ii 
July---------------: 9 
August-------------: 9 
September---------··: 11 
October------------: 16 
November-----------: 7 
December------- .. ---: 6 

Total or 

6 
8 

11 
5 

10 
8 

10 
12 

6 
4 
3 
4 

10 
11 
13 

7 
11 

7 
10 

8 
12 

1973 

i, ooo· 
dollars 

1,468 
1,442 . 
1,179 
1,695 
1,418 
1,662 
1,4 75 
1,388 
1,761 
2,505 
1,094 

1974 

l,000 
dollars 

1,036 
1,161 
1, 770 

820 
1,671 
1,227 
1,502 
1,755 

883 
465 
328 
362 1,051!_:·_ ----

average------: ... ~12~_: ____ 87_: 89 : 18,146 : 12,981 

1975 

1~000 
dollars 

896 
986 

1,453 
967 

1,420 
990 

1,418 
1,052 
1,591 

10, 773 

Source: Compiled from official statistics of the U.S. Department of Commerce. 

Note.--a·~cause of rounding, figures may not add to the totals ghown. 

Unit value 

: 
1973 : 1974 

Per 1,000 : Per 1,000 
sg,. ft. : ~- ft. 

: 
$103.39 : $159.68 
117.70: 152.25 
127.64 : 160.15 
138.62 : ·163.27 
148.56 : 158.02 
158.36 : 159.33 
161.17 : 154.51 
161.29 : 140.60 
164.42 : 140.90 
156.08 : 119.10 
156.73 : 127.58 
162.39 : 94.08 -
144.05 : 148.76 

1975 

Per 1,000 
sq. ft. 

$89.66 
89.27 

108.00 
135.78 
134.56 
144.82 
136.27 
136.90 
135.31 

121. 24 

.i:.. 
-..J 
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rable 7.--Birch door skins: Market shares as indicated, 1970-74 and, by quarters, 
1974 and January-September 1975 

(In percent) 

Ratio of--

Period 
Total Imports Imports Imports Domestfc 

imports from Japan : from Canada : from Finland .. shipments 
to · to to to · to 

: consumption : consumption : consumption : consumption : consumption 

l970----------------: 89 61 
l971----------------: 81 49 
l972----------------: 80 46 
l973----------------: 77 44 
l974----------------: 77 49 

Jan.-Mar----------: 74 38 
Apr.-June---------: 72 37 
July-Sept---------: 82 64 
Oct.-Dec----------: 83 65 

l975: 
Jan.-Mar----------: 97 80 
Apr.-June---------: 93 49 
July-Sept---------: 94 66 

10 
18 
22 
26 
26 
31 
33 
17 
19 

17 
44 
27 

.. . 
18 
14 
12 

6 
2 
3 
3 
2 
1 

1 
1 

Source: Compiled from official statistics of the U.S. Department of Commerce 
Lnd from information supplied by domestic producers. 

Note.--All ratios presented here are based on estimated data. 

11 
19 
20 
23 
23 
27 
27 
17 
15 

3 
6 
6 
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Table 8.--Birch door skins: Ratios of imports as indicated to U.S. production, 
1970-74 and, by quarters, 1974 and January-September 1975 

Total Imports Imports Iniports 
imports from Japan from Canada : from Finland 

Period to to to to 
~------------------~p_r_od_u_c_t_i_o_n ___ ._,,_p_r_o_du_c_t_i_o_n __ __..production production 

1970----------------: 
1971----------------: 
1972----------------: 
1973----------------: 
1974----------------: 

Jan. -Mar--------.--: 
Apr.-June---------: 
July-Sept---------: 
Oct.-Dec----------: 

1975: 
Jan.-Mar----------: 
Apr.-June---------: 
July-Sept---------: 

7.8:1 
4.8:1 
4.1:1 
3.2:1 
3.4:1 
2.5:1 
2.9:.1 
4.6:1 
6.5:1 

38.9:1 
18.0:1 
15.1:1 

5.4:1 
2.9:1 
2.4:1 
1.9: 1 
2.1:1 
1. 3: 1 
1.5: 1 
3.5:1 
5.0:1 

32.0:1 
9.4:1 

10.6:1 

0.9:1 
1.1: 1 
1.1: 1 
1.1: 1 
1.1: 1 
1.1: 1 
1. 3: 1 
0.9:1 
1. 5: 1 

6.9:1 
8.5:1 
4.4:1 

Source: Compiled from official statistics of the U.S. Department of 
Commerce and from infonnation supplied by domestic producers. 

Note.--All ratios presented here are based on estimated data. 

1.6: 1 
0.8:1 
0.6:1 
0.3:1 
0.1:1 
0.1:1 
0.1:1 
0.1: 1 
0.1:1 

0.1:1 
1. 3: 1 
1.1: 1 



Table 9.--Birch door skins: U .s. imports for consumption, by principal sources, 1966-74 

Source 1966 
. 

1967 
. 

1968 
. 

1969 
. 

1970 1971 1972 1973 . 1974 
: : : : : 

Quantity (million square feet) 

: : : : : : 
Jap~.n---··----------------------: 46 : 59 : 82 : 96 : 105 : 80 : 87 : 73 : 55 
Canada--··----------------------: 45 : 33 : 40 : 25 : 17 : 30 : 41 : 43 : 29 
Finland------------------------: 31 : 27 : 35 : 37 : 31 : 22 : 23 : 10 : 3 
All other----------------------: 1/ : - . - : - : . - . 1/ 

~otal----------------------= 122 : 118 : 158 : 158 : 153 : 132 : 151 : 126 : l!"l 

Value (1,000 dollars) 

Japan--------------------------: 4,375 : 5,165 : 7,497 : 8,425 : 7,800 : 6,405 : 8,354 : 10,755 : 7, 6112 
Canada---·----------------------: 4, 312 : 3,210 : 4,015 : 2,607 : 1,740 : 3,098 : 4,362 : 5,931 : 4,709 
Finland------------------------: l,8.36 : 1,595 : 2,072 : 2.440 : 2,124 : 1,663 : 2,398 : 1,458 : 623 
All other----------------------: 32 : - . 5 : 4 : 1 : 4 : - . 2 : 7 :.n 

Total----------------------: 10,554 : 9,970 : 13,589 : 13,477 ; 11,665 : 11,170 : 15,114 ; 18,146 : 12,981 0 

Unit value 1per 1,000 square feet) ~ 
-- --· - --

: : : : : 

Japan--------------------------: $95.27 : $87.82 : $91.48 : $87.51 : $74.48 : $80.36 : $96.54 : $147.33 : $139.08 
Canada-------------------------: 96.31 : 98.46 : 99.48 : 103.09 : 99.68": 103.95 : 105.37 : 137.93: 159.68 
Finland------------------------: 59.48 : 59.42 : 58.88 : 66.62 : 68 •. 26 : 74.30 : 103.15 : 145.80 : 221. 35 
All other----------------------: 124.90 : - . 56.64 : 40.97 : 112.25 : 79.73: - . 709.70 

-· 
Average--------------------: 86.64 : 84.31 : 86. 23 : 85.14 : 76.09 : 84.66 : 99.98 : 144.05 : 146.76 

l/ Less than 500,000 square feet. 
~ Calculated from the unrounded figures. 

Source: Compiled from official statistics of the U.S. Department of Commerce. 

Note.--:Because of rounding, figures may not add to the totals shown. 



Table 10.--Japanese birch door skins: U.S. imports for conslDilption, by months, 
1973, 1974, and January-September 1975 

Quantity : Value . Unit value 
Month . . . 

1973 : 1974 : 1975 : 1973 : 1974 : 1975 : 1973 . 1974 . 1975 
: : : : : : : : 

Million : Million : Million : 1,000 : 1,000 : 1,000 : Per 1,000 : Per 1,000 : Per 1,000 
sg. ft. : sg. ft. : s9. ft. : dollars : dollars : dollars : sg. ft. : sq. ft. : sq. ft. 

: : : : : : 
January----------: 6 : 3 : 9 : 683 : 385 : 707 : 106.30 : 149.90 : 80.60 
February---------: 8 : 4 : 9 : 901 : 666 : 676 : 111.02 : 150.04 : 75.38 
March------------: 5 : 6 : 11 : 594 : 9S8 : 1;024 : 121.01 : 1S2.40 : 96. 79 
April-~----------: 7 : 1 : 3 : 1,058 : 104 : 296 : 141. 60 : 156.38 : 107.72 
May------•-------: 5 : 7 : 6 : 707 ·: 1,139 : 787 : 146 .93 : 153.14 : 124.13 
June-------------: 6 : 4 : 4 : 1,049 : S37 : 473 : 16S.56 : 143.78 : 130.23 
July-------------: 6 : 7 : 7 : 938 : 1,037 : 879 : 168.18 : 148.87 : 125.15 
August---~-------: 5 : 11 : 5 : 846 : 1,490 : 664 : 167.70 : 137.70 : 124.69 
September--------: 7 : 4 : 9 : 1,184 : 543 : 1,082 : 170.90 : 131. 63 : 125.79 
October----------: 12 : 3 : - : 1,875 : 343 : - : 158.89 : 109.98 : - U1 

~ 

November---------: 3 : 2 : - 441 : 171 : - : 156.44 : 108.99 
December---------: 3 : 3 : - : 480 : 270 : - : 162.18 : 83.68 

Total or 
average------: 73. : SS : 62 : 10,756 : 7,642 : 6,S89 : 146.95 : 139.08 : 106. 27 

·• : : : 
Source: Compiled fr()m official statistics of the U.S. Department of Commerce. 

Note.--Because of rounding, figures may not add to the totals shown. 
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Table 11 .--Birch door skins: U.S. imports for consumption from Japan~ 
Canada, and Finland, by customs district of unlading, 1970, 1972-74, and 
January-September 1975 

(In thousands of sguare feet) 
Customs district of 1970 1972 1973 1974 Jan.-

unlading Se::Qt. 1975 
Imports from Japan · 

. 
New York, N.Y---------: 1.,975 l,832 419 249 
Philadelphia, Pa------: 9,628 9,884 7,020 3,094 9,064 
Baltimore, Md---------: 6,892 750 219 
Wilmington, N.C-------: 5,868 1,006 
Charleston, S.C-------: 4,878 16,595 15,577 15,636 12,428 
New Orleans, La-------: 15,770 1,276 331 3,471 
Galveston, Tex--------: 38 5,472 3,619 5,619 6,332 
Houston, Tex----------: 6,352 4,303 5,322 2,332 3,467 
Los Angeles, Calif----: 10,556 11, 543 9,780 9,220 8,662 
San Francisco, Calif--: 1,962 7,325 3,020 2,170 2,027 
Portland, Oreg - - - - - - - - : 22,765 19,898 20,861 15,294 16,491 
Seattle, Wash---------: 4,947 375 110 
Detroit, Mich---------: 2,642 4,129 5'136 
All other-------------: 10,459 2,147 2, lll 1,004 57 

Total-------------: 104,732 86,535 73, 194 54,949 61,999 

Imports from Canada 
----

St. Albans, Vt--------: 671 ll, 176 19, 778 13,465 2,841 
Ogdensburg, N.Y-------: 3,186 4,081 4 ,291 2,337 4,558 
Buffalo, N.Y----------: 7 3 1,615 
Detroit, Mich---------: 13,522 26,078 16,764 13,690 18,750 
All other-------------: 69 59 234 245 

Total-------------: 17,455 41,397 42,682 29,492 26,394 

Imports from Finland 

New York, N.Y---------: 985 2,034 115 110 219 
Baltimore, Md---------: 7,654 4,849 2,212 670 171 
Norfolk, Va-----------: 17,970 14,479 6,665 1,619 
New Orleans, La-------: 2,844 642 742 87 4 
Houston, Tex----------: 1,024 94 291 39 
All other-------------: 643 1,146 350 36 30 

Total-------------: 31, 120 23,244 10,084 2,813 463 

Source: Compiled from official statistics of the U.S. Department of 
Commerce. 



Table 12.--Canadian birch door skins: U.S. imports for consumption, by months, 
1973, 1974, and January-September 1975 

Quantity . Value : Unit value 
Month . 

1973 : 1974 : 1975 ; 1973 ; 1974 ; 1975 ; 1973 . 1974 . 1975 
: : : : : 

Million : Million : Million : 1,000 : 1,000 : 1,000 : Per 1,000 : Per 1,000 : Per.1,000 
sq. ft. : sq. ft. : sq. ft. : dollars : dollars : dollars : sg. ft. : sg. ft. : sg. ft. 

: : : : . : : . . 
January----------: 6 : 4 : 1 : 569 : 579 : 185 : 95.25 : 154.60 : 153.01 
February---------: 3 : 3 : 2 : 360 : 490 : 303 : 126.53 : 154.81 : 148.83 
March------------: 4 : 4 : 3 : 521 : 623 : . 427 : 131. 89 : 160.95 : 149.33 
April------------: 4 : . 4 : 4 : 557 : 671 : 665 : 137 .69 : 159. 72 : 152.82 
May--------------: 4 : 3 : 4 : 556 : 498 : 625 : 153.26 : 162.62 : 149.35 
June-------------: 3 : 3 : 3 : 521 : 566 : 463 : 153.97 : 167.69 : 151. OS 
July-------------: 4 : 3 : 3 : 532 : 423 : 495 : 150.13 : 164.14 : 153.81 
August-----------: 3 : 1 : 2 : 394 : 217 : 388 : 155.22 : 160.51 : 164.43 
September--------: 4 : 2 : 3 : 525 : 292 : 492 : 149.15 : 159. 36 : 158.30 
October----------: 3 : 1 : - . 490 : 114 : - : 154.96 : 151. 75 
November---------: 3 : 1 : - . 498 : 148 : - . 149.11 : 154.12 ; - tn 

December---------: 3 : 1 : - : 408 : 88 : 148.45 : 147.29 V-1 - . 
Total or 

ayer age- - -- : 43 : 29 : 26 : 5,931 : 4,709 : 4,043 : 138.96 : 159.68 : 153.19 
: : : : : 

Spurce: Compiled from official statistics of the U.S. Department of Commerce. 

Note.--Because of rounding, figures may not add to the totals shown. 



Table 13.--Finnish birch door skins: U.S. imports for consumption, by months, 
1973, 1974, and January-September 1975 

Quantity : Value : Unit value 
Month . 

1973 1974 : 1975 : 1973 : 1974 : 1975 : 1973 : 1974 1975 
: : : : : : 

Million : Million : Million : l,000 : 1,000 . 1,000 : Per 1,000 : Per 1,000 : Per 1,000 . 
sq. ft. : sq. ft. : ~t. : dollars : dollars : dollars : sq. ft. : sq. ft. : sq. ft. . 

Januar~r----------: 2 : ll : ll . 216 : 72 : 4 : 120.08 : 413.54 : 281. 36 
February---------: 1 : Tl : Tl : 181 : 5 : 7 : 140.24 : 225.70 : 174.74 
March-··----------: y - Tl 63 : : 1 : : 190 : 2 : 174.11 : 210.91 : 133.47 
April-··----------: 1 : ll : Tl : 81 : 45 : 5 : 112. 78 : 287.79: 316.35 
May---··----------: 1 : II . Tl : 156 : 34 : 7 : 140.23 : 442.26 : 328.68 . 
June--··----------: 1 : 1 : Tl : 92 : 125 : SS : 118. 73 : 209.20 : 381.57 
July-------------: y . ll Tl : 4 : 35 : 45 : 161.07 : 207.76 : 263.56 
August-·----------: 1 : Tl : Tl : 148 : 48 : - : 144. 77 : 154.96 
September--------: y : Tl : II : 52 : 48 : 16 : 198.16 : 155.28 : 371.20 
Octobe1·----------: 1 : Tl : - . 140 : 8 : - : 128. 75 : 238.53 
November----:-----: 1 : Tl : - . 155 : 9 : - : 188.67 : 209.67 . c.n 
DecembEir-- - ------: 1 : Tl : - . 170 : 4 : - : 210. 42 : 168.36 . - ""' 

Total or : : 
average----: 10 : 3 : y : i,458 : 62~ : 141 : 144.63 : 221.35 : 304.30 

: 
l,-Leiss~than~S00,000 square feet. 

SourC:.e: Compiled from official statistics of the U.S. Department of Commerce. 

Note.-:Because of rounding, figures may not add to the totals shown. 
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Table 14.--Flush do0rs: U.S. shipm?nts, by types, 1963, 196~ and 1972 

Item 

Hollow core: 
Softwood faces----------------------------------: 
Hardwood faces, inclucing lauan-----------------: 
Other faces, including hardboard----------------: 

Total, hollow core---~-------------------------= 

Solid core: 
Hardwood faces, including lauan--------.---------: 
Softwood and other faces, including hardboard---= 

Total, solid core------------------~-----------~ 

1963 1967 1972 

Quantity (thousands) 

1/ 2,491 2,722 
f / 20,44S 26,488 
II 1/ 1/ 

27,000 !/ 1/ 

1/ 3,44S 4,063 
II 126 1/ 

2,901 3,571 . lJ 

29,901 lJ 1/ Total, all flush doors---------~----------~----~~~~~--~=-~~~-'-~-

Value (million dollars) 

.. 
Hollow core: 

Softwood faces------------------~--------~------: 1/ 15.0 37.2 
Hardwood faces, including lauan-----------------: f / 111.0 197. 1 
Other faces, including hardboard-----··----------: f / 8.1 37.3 

Total, hollow core-----------------------------: --r46.l 134.1 271.6 

Solid core: 
Hardwood faces, including lauan-----------------: 1/ 64.8 82.S 
Softwood and other faces------------------------: II 2.6 15.0 

Total, solid core------------------------------: 44.8 67.4 97.S 

Total, all flush doors---------------~---------~ 190.9 201. s 369.1 

1/ Not available. 

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Census of Manufactures, 1963, 1967 
and 1972. 
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Table 15.--Birch door skins: U.S. producers' lowest prices and average lowest (unweighted) prices at 
sellers' U.S. point of shipment, 1970-74 and, by quarters, 1972-74 and January-September 1975 

Period 

1970--------------------------------: 
1971---------------~----------------: 
1972--------------------------------: 

January-March--~------------------: 
April-June------------------------: 
July-September--------~-----------: 

October-December--------------- --- ·: 

1973--------------------------------: 

January-March---------------------: 
April-June------------------------: 
July-September--------------------: 
October-December------------------: 

1974--------------------------------: 

January-March---------------------: 
April-June------------------------: 
July-September--------------------: 

July----------------------------: 
August--------------------------: 
September-----------------------: 

October-December------------------: 

October-------------------------: 
November------------------------: 
December------------------------: 

1975: 

January-March---------------------: 

January-------------------------: 
February------------------------: 
March---------------------------: 

April-June------------------------: 

April---------------------------: 
May-----------------------------: 
June----------------------------: 

July-September--------------------: 

July----------------------------: 
August--------------------------: 
September---~-------------------: 

(Per 1,000 square feet) 

Domestically produ_ced 

Quimby y 

4/ 
y 

* 

* 
* 
* 
* 

* 

* 
* 
* 
* 

* 

* 
* 
* 

* 
* 
* 

* 

* 
* 
* 

* 

* 
* 
* 

* 

* 
* 

Patat y 

* 
* 
* 

* 
* 
* 
* 

* 

* 
* 
* 
* 

* 

* 
* 
* 

* ·• 

* 

* 
* ... 

* 

* 
* 
* 

* 

* 
* 
* 

* 

* 
* 
* 

Lowest 

* 
* 
* 

* 
* 
* 
* 

* 

* 
* 
* 
* 

* 

* 
* 
* 

* 
* 
* 

* 

* 
* 
* 

* 

* 
* 
* 

* 

* 
* 
* 

* 

* 
* 
* 

Imported 

Canadian y Japanese ~ 

$99.00 
121.50 
112.00 

123.67 
129.92 
143.00 
150.50 

127.00 

154.00 
158.00 
158.00 
162.84 

159. 33 

171. 84 
178.09 
169.33 

172.17 
165.25 
161.00 

156.50 

161.00 
156.34 
149.75 

156.50 

156.50 
156.50 
156.50 

147.17 

156.50 
156.50 
148.84 

163.17 

163.17 
163.17 
163·. 17 

$89.98 
100.21 
119. 88 

113. 74 
115.80 
128.97 
133.12 

168.02 

157.18 
182.86 
190.01 
198.34 

127.54 

187.65 
175.38 
148.29 

163.06 
156.74 
145.96 

122. 10 

131.09 
116.51 
116. 19 

124.39 

116.80 
121. 81 
133.54 

154.03 

150.99 
152.29 
156.78 

157.35 

163.03 
161.04 
157.27 

1/ An average of lowest prices of premium anJ good grades. This combined price is comparable to the 
Japanese composite grade. 

2/ Composite graJc: 20% prl'lDium/60% good/20% sound. 
3/ Composite grade: 50% prClliura/50% good. 
y Not available. 

Source: Compiled from information supplied by producers, purchasers, and importers of birch door 
skins. 
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Table 16· --Index of Japanese export prices for bfrch plywood, by months, 
1970-74 and January-September 1975 

(1970=100} 

Month 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 

January--------: 93.0 103.3 109.3 135.2 169.4 121. 0 
February-------: 95.7 107.3 111.0 140.2 181. 7 139.1 
March----------: 102.7 115. 7 112.0 165.8 175.2 143.3 
April----------: 106.1 116.7 114. 2 170.3 163.1 146.5 
May------------: 107.4 .. 116. l 116.6 169.2 158.9 146.3 
June-----------: 107.5 116.5 117. 2 162.1 156.2 143.4 
July-----------: 106.3 115.8 117. 5 152.8 155.1 143.6 
August---------: 103.4 113.8 119.6 151. 3 157.1 139. 3 
September------: 97.1 106.5 120.8 153.5 139.3 125.0 
October--------: 90.5 104 .1 123.8 152.2 101. 5 
November-------: 94.3 105.0 130. 7 155.2 93.9 
December-------: 96.0 104.5 132.5 161. 9 96.2 

Source: The Bank of Japan, Statistics Department, Price Inciexes Annual, 
and Export and Import Price Indexes Monthly, various issues. 



Table 17.--Profit-and-loss experience of 2 U.S. producers yon their operations producing birch plywood door skins, by companies, 1970-75 

. : : : :nRatfoot -:- Ratio of 
: Gene:al, : Net : Other : Net profit:net opera- :net profit 

Cost of : Gross : sellin~, :operating : income or : or (loss):ting profit: or (loss) 
Year and canpany : Net sales : goods : profit or :~nd ad~in- :profit or : (exj:>ense) : before in-: or (loss) :before in-

sold : (loss) :istrative : (loss) : net : come taxes: to net :come taxes 
expenses : : : : sales : to net 

. · : : : : : sales 
1,000 : 1,000 : 1,ooo : 1,000 : l,ooo : l,ooo : l,ooo 

dOI'iiirs : dOITars : dOI'iiirs : doITars : dOITars ; dOffirs : dOTiars : Percent : Percent 
1970 * : * : * : * : * : * : * : * : * 

Allen Quimby Veneer Co--------------: : : : : : : : : 
* * * * * * * * * Patat Plywood Corp------------------: : : : : : : · : 

Total----------------------- .. ---: * : * : *. : ·k : * : * : *___: * * . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
..!_971 : * : * : * : * : * : * : * . * * Allen Quimby Veneer Co--------------: : : : : : : : ~ 

Pa tat Ply.4ood Corp------------------: * · : * : ·k : * : * : * : * . * : * 
Total··--------------------------: * : ·k : * : ·k : * : * : * : * : * . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

l 9i 2 : : : : : * : * : * : * : * 
Allen Qui1nbv Veneer-Co--------------: * : * : * : * : : : . : 

. * * * * * Patat Plywood Corp------------------: * : * : * : *. : : : : : 
Total .. --------------------------: ____ -*-- _.____ *- : * : * : * : * * 

1973 * * * * * * * * * Allen Quinby Veneer Co--------------: : : : : : : : 
P Pl d C * * . * . * . * . . * . * . * . * atat )"IOO orp------------------: : · . . . . ____ ..;;·-----

Total .. ·----------.---------------: * : * : * : * : * : * : * : * : *. 
: : : : : : : : 

1974 : * : * : * : * : * : * : * . * : * 
Allen Quimby Veneer Co. 3}----------: * : * : * : * : * '. * : * . * : * 
.Patat Plywood Corp------------------:__ _ : : : : • . • : 

Total---------------------------: ·k : * : * : * : * : * : ~ . * . _. * _ 
: : : : : : : 

. 1975 : k : * : * : * : * : * : * . * . * 
Patat Plywood Corp. 3/--------------: : : : : : . · / 

1/ Allei~ Quimby Veneer Co. and Patat Plywood Corp. are representative of the industrr producin11 birch plywood doorskins. Top:ether they 
produced !>4 percent of the U.S. production of birch plywood doorsklns for the vears 1;70-7~. 

2/ CeasE1d op:!rations in October. 
!/"Data for 1975 are for the 6-month period October-March. 
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Figure 1.--BirCh door skins:". Plant locations of U .,s. m<¥Iufacturers, 1975 

·" 
Source: Compiled from information supplied by domestic producers. 
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Figure 2.--Birch door skins: Share of domestic consumption supplied by U.S. producers, 
100· 1 Japan, Canada, and Finland, 1970-74 and, by ·quarters, July 1974-September 1975 
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Source: Compiled from official statistics of the U.S. Department of Commerce and from infor-
mation provided by prod.ucers of birch door skins. 
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Figure 3.--Birch door skins: Average unit values of door skins imported from Japan, 
Canada, and Finland, 1970-74 and, by months, July 1974-September 1975 'J:.! 
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1/ Unit values for Finland are not given by month because very small import quantities resulted 
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Source: Compiled frcnn q_fficial statistics of the U.S. Department of Conunerce. 
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Figure 4.--Birch door skins: Prices of door skins imported from Japan and of those produced 
domestically, 1970-74 and, by months, July 1974-September 1975 
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Source: Compiled from information supplied by producers, purchasers, and importers of birch 
door skins. 
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Figure 5.--Flush doors: Plant locations of U.S. manufacturers, 1975 
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Source: Compiled from information supplied by the domestic producers. 
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Figure 6.--Birch door skins: Prices of door skins imported from Japan and percent dumping 
margins as detennined by Treasury, 1970-74 and, by months, July 1974-September 1975 
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Sou~ce: Compiled from information supplied by importers and pLlrchasers of Japanese birch door 
,skins and from information provided by the U.S. Department of Treasury. 
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Figure 7.--Birch door skins: Prices of door skins imp:rt,..·d from Japan and percent hy wh-..:h 
Japanese prices varied from prices of domestically produced door skins, 1970-74 and, by 
months, July 1974-September 197S 
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Source: Compiled from information supplied by producers, purchasers, and importers of birch 
door skins. 
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Figure 8.--Birch door skins: Prices of door skins imported from Japan, prices of domestic 
230 1 door skins, and line showing Japanese prices increased by percent dumping margins found by 

Treasury, 1970-74 and, by months, July 1974-September 1975 
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Source: Compiled from information supplied by importers, purchasers, and producers of birch 
door skins and from information provided by the U.S. Department of Treasury. 
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Figure 9.--Birch door skins: Prices of door skins imported from Jap~n and quantities of door 

skins imported from Japan, 1970-74 and, by months, July 1974-September 1975 
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Figure 10. --Birch door skins: Prices of door skins imported from Japan and shipments of 
230 1 domestic producers, 1970-74 and, by quarters, July 1974-September 1975 
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Figure 12.--Birch door skins: Prices of door skins imported from Japan and share· of domestic 
consumption supplied by domestically produced door skins, 1970-74 and, by quarters, July 
1974-September 1975 

Japanese prices 

~---------------
-------.., Domestic market share 

......... ·, 

''--~ .. ------~_. 
80 

1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 III IV I II 
1975 

III 
1974 

Source: Compiled from official statistics of the U.S. Department of Commerce and from infor
matio? provided by producers, purchasers, and importers of birch door skins. 

'-I ..... 



150,0. 

Cl) 

~· l0.00 
'""4" 
~-
0 

".tj· 

~ 
0 

Cl) 

'ti a 
Vl 

=' 0 
..c: 
+-I 

= ·~ 
Cl) 
Cl) 

0 
r-4 

~ 
+.I 

500 

0 

(500) 

;;: (1000) 0 . 

&: 

z.30 Ji. . ~ 
2.;ZQ.:; 
210 ' 

' 
200 ~i 

19.Q 

18.0 

u. 
~ 170 
~ 

fi$,\.lre 13" --Bir.ch dpor s~ip.s: P,r.~~·~s. of 4R5:>r skins i~ported from Japan and net profits 
before t~~.es of d.om~:Stic P:r9si»~·~r.s_, l,~7..0-74_ .SJld, by months, July 1974-September 197,5 

$oo • 

~ 160 . '\. ,,_ . i ISO I f \ Bryaj<-ev~n line """\ .. · · / .. 

'6 140 
0 

130 

120 

110 

100 

J!'lpanese 
· ·prices 

Prpfits (or losses) 
· of dome.s~ic producers * * * 

(1500) 9,0 

80 
1970 1~71 •197? 1973 1974 JASONDJ 

1974 
F M A N J J A S 

~~ 

.Sourc~: Compiled .from information s:upplied by producers, purchasers, and importers of birch 
door skins.· · · ' 

......, 
N 



170 

160 

150 

140 

"""' 130 ...., 
'° ~ 120 .-I 

s:: 
·~ 110 ..c:: 
+.J 
s:: 100 0 e 
4' 

90 bO 
C'd 

"" 4' 
80 ~ 

II 
70 

0 
0 
.-I 
~ 60 
>< 
4' 

50 "d s:: ...... 

4.0 

30 

230 

220 

210 

200 

190 

180 

LL. 170 
~ 

~ 160 
c. 

l'.! 150 
d 

.-I 

'O 140 
Q 

130 

120 

110 

100 

90 

Figure· 14.--Birch door skins: Pr~ces of door skins imported from Japan and index of housing 
starts in the United States, 1970~74 and, by months, J~ly 1974-Septernber 1975 
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Figure 15.--Birch door skins: Imports from J~n and index of housing starts in the United 
States, 1970-74 and, by months, July 1974-September 1975 
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APPENDIX D 
CHRONOLCXJICAL CHART 



1972 

U.S. p.roducersi inillion 38 
shipments sq. ft. 

U.S. impo:rts -do- I 87 
from Japan 

-c!O-U.S. cons1.1111ption I 189 
Ratio of :Lmports percen.t 46.0 

from Japan to 
consumption 

Ratio of U.S. percent I (3.0) 
producers net 
operatir.1g profit 
~r (loss) to 
net sales 

Chronoloaical Oaart: Birch Three-Ply Door Skins froa Japan (AA1921-150) 

I 1973 

39 

I 73 

I 165 
44.2 

I 5.0 

1974 
' 

• Jan. - Apr.- July- Oct.-
Mar. June Sep. Dec. 

9 9 6 2 

I 13 I 12 I 22 I 8 I 

Jan.-
Mar. 

1 

'eriod of TreasUl'f•s investigation of LTFV sales 
(8-1-74 through 2-28-75) 

,Dumping complaint filed with Treasury 
. (12-12-74) 

ITC worker investigation initiated (TEA-W-259) 
(1-3-75) . 

. Treasury initiated dumping investigation 
• (1-13-75) 

USITC negative finding on investigation TEA-1-259 
(2.,.18-75) 

USITC industry investigation initiated (TA-201-1) 
(4-18-75) 

Appraisement withheld by Treasury 
(7-14-75) 

:Treasury determination of LTFV sales 
(10-10-75) 

USITC negative finding on 
investigation TA-201-1 

(10-20-75) 
~--....-USITC dumping. investigation~ 

initiated (AA1921-150) 
(10-22-75) 

1975 

Apr.- July-,Oct.-
June Sep. Dec. 

2 2 

29 I 13 I 21 

I ~I "I ~1 ul ~1 vi n 38.2 37.5 64.7 66.7 82,9 48.1 65.7 

I (17.6) I (·12.1) I NA 

.... 
0 
N 
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