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UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL TRADE COMMISSION

Investigations Nos. 701-TA-202 (Review) and 731-TA-103 and 514 (Review)

COTTON SHOP TOWELS FROM BANGLADESH,
CHINA, AND PAKISTAN

DETERMINATIONS

On the basis of the record’ developed in the subject five-year reviews, the United States
International Trade Commission determines,” pursuant to section 751(c) of the Tariff Act of 1930 (19
U.S.C. § 1675(c)) (the Act), that revocation of the existing antidumping duty orders on cotton shop
towels from Bangladesh and China, and the existing countervailing duty order on cotton shop towels
from Pakistan would be likely to lead to continuation or recurrence of material injury to an industry in
the United States within a reasonably foreseeable time.

BACKGROUND

The Commission instituted these reviews on January 4, 1999 (64 F.R. 371) and determined on
April 8, 1999, that it would conduct full reviews (64 F.R. 19195, April 19, 1999). Notice of the
scheduling of the Commission’s reviews and of a public hearing to be held in connection therewith was
given by posting copies of the notice in the Office of the Secretary, U.S. International Trade
Commission, Washington, DC, and by publishing the notice in the Federal Register on June 28, 1999
(64 F.R. 34679). The hearing was held in Washington, DC, on November 18, 1999, and all persons who
requested the opportunity were permitted to appear in person or by counsel.

! The record is defined in sec. 207.2(f) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure (19 CFR §
207.2(f)).

? Commissioner Askey dissenting with regard to Bangladesh and Pakistan. Vice Chairman Marcia E. Miller
and Commissioner Deanna Tanner Okun not participating.
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VIEWS OF THE COMMISSION

Based on the record in these five-year reviews,' we determine under section 751(c) of the Tariff
Act of 1930, as amended (“the Act”), that revocation of the antidumping duty orders covering cotton
shop towels from Bangladesh and China and the countervailing duty order covering cotton shop towels
from Pakistan would be likely to lead to continuation or recurrence of material injury to an industry in
the United States within a reasonably foreseeable time.? 3

L BACKGROUND

In September 1983, the Commission determined that an industry in the United States was
materially injured by reason of less than fair value (LTFV) imports of cotton shop towels from China.*
On October 4, 1983, the Department of Commerce (“Commerce”) issued an antidumping duty order on
imports of cotton shop towels from China.’ In February 1984, the Commission determined that an
industry in the United States was materially injured by reason of subsidized imports of cotton shop
towels from Pakistan.® On March 9, 1984, Commerce issued a countervailing duty order on imports of
cotton shop towels from Pakistan.” In March 1992, the Commission determined that an industry in the
United States was materially injured by reason of LTFV imports of cotton shop towels from
Bangladesh.? Commerce issued an antidumping duty order on imports of cotton shop towels from
Bangladesh on March 20, 1992.°

On January 4, 1999, the Commission instituted five-year reviews, pursuant to section 751(c) of
the Act, concerning the countervailing duty and antidumping duty orders on cotton shop towels from
Bangladesh, China, and Pakistan.'

! The record is defined in Sec. 207.2(f) of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure (19 CFR
§207.2(f)).

2 Vice Chairman Miller and Commissioner Okun did not participate in these determinations.

* Commissioner Askey concurring with respect to the subject imports from China and dissenting with respect to
the subject imports from Bangladesh and Pakistan. Commissioner Askey determines that the subject imports from
Pakistan would not be likely to have a discernible adverse impact on the domestic industry if the order were to be
revoked. She also exercises her discretion not to cumulate the subject imports from Bangladesh and China. She
determines that revocation of the orders covering subject imports from Bangladesh and Pakistan would not be likely
to lead to a continuation or recurrence of material injury within a reasonably foreseeable time. For a full discussion
of her views with respect to Bangladesh and Pakistan, see Dissenting Views of Commissioner Thelma J. Askey.
Commissioner Askey does join in the sections I, II, III.A, IV.A-B and VI of the Commission’s opinion, which
discuss the background of these reviews, the domestic like product and industry, the cumulation framework for
sunset reviews, the legal standard for sunset reviews, conditions of competition in this market, and the likelihood of
recurrence or continuation of material injury with respect to China.

4 Cotton Shop Towels from the People’s Republic of China, Inv. No. 731-TA-103 (Final), USITC Pub. 1431
(Sept. 1993).

548 Fed. Reg. 45277.

¢ Cotton Shop Towels from Pakistan, Inv. No. 701-TA-202 (Final), USITC Pub. 1490 (Feb. 1984).

749 Fed. Reg. 8974.

& Shop Towels from Bangladesh, Inv. No. 731-TA-514 (Final), USITC Pub. 2487 (Mar. 1992).

° 57 Fed. Reg. 9688.

1 In addition to the subject reviews, the Commission simultaneously instituted on January 4, 1999, a review of a

(continued...)




In five-year reviews, the Commission initially determines whether to conduct a full review
(which would include a public hearing, the issuance of questionnaires, and other procedures) or an
expedited review, as follows. First, the Commission determines whether individual responses of
interested parties to the notice of institution are adequate. Second, based on those responses deemed
individually adequate, the Commission determines whether the collective responses submitted by two
groups of interested parties — domestic interested parties (producers, unions, trade associations, or
worker groups) and respondent interested parties (importers, exporters, foreign producers, trade
associations, or subject country governments) — demonstrate a sufficient willingness among each group
to participate and provide information requested in a full review.!! If the Commission finds the
responses from either group of interested parties to be inadequate, the Commission may determine,
pursuant to section 751(c)(3)(B) of the Act, to conduct an expedited review unless it finds that other
circumstances warrant a full review. The Commission received responses to the notice of institution on
behalf of Milliken & Company (“Milliken”), a domestic producer of the domestic like product, and
Comite Textil-Sociedad Nacional de Industrias, a national association of Peruvian textile producers. The
Commission received no responses to the notices of institution from any other respondent parties in the
China, Pakistan, or Bangladesh reviews.

On April 8, 1999, the Commission determined that full reviews should proceed to determine
whether revocation of the orders would be likely to lead to continuation or recurrence of material injury
to the domestic industry within a reasonably foreseeable time. The Commission determined, with regard
to each review, that the domestic interested party group response was adequate but the respondent
interested party group responses were inadequate.'? 1* Nonetheless, the Commission determined to
conduct a full review with respect to Peru based on the response of the Comite Textil-Sociedad Nacional
de Industrias, even though it is not an interested party under the statute. The Commission further
determined to conduct full reviews with respect to all the grouped orders on cotton shop towels to
promote administrative efficiency in light of its decision to conduct a full review with respect to cotton
shop towels from Peru.™

On November 18, 1999, the Commission held a hearing in these reviews, at which
representatives of Milliken participated. Milliken also filed a prehearing brief, a posthearing brief, and
final comments opposing revocation of the orders. No other party appeared at the hearing or filed briefs
or final comments.

10(...continued)
suspended countervailing duty investigation on imports of cotton shop towels from Peru (Inv. No. 701-TA-E
(Review)). On November 30, 1999, the Department of Commerce published in the Federal Register its negative
final determination of the likelihood of continuation or recurrence of a countervailable subsidy in connection with
cotton shop towels from Peru. Accordingly, the Commission terminated its review of cotton shop towels from Peru.

' See 19 C.F.R. § 207.62(a); 63 Fed. Reg. 30599, 30602-05 (June 5, 1998).

12 The Commission’s statement on the adequacy of the responses to its notice of institution is presented in CR
and PR Appendix B and is available at the Commission’s web site. The Commissioners’ votes on whether to
conduct expedited or full reviews may also be found at the Commission’s web site (http:/www.usitc.gov).

¥ Commissioner Askey dissenting with respect to the Peruvian association response.

' Id. Chairman Bragg, Vice Chairman Miller, and Commissioner Crawford dissenting. As previously noted,
the Commission proceedings with respect to Peru are now terminated in light of the results of the five year review at
Commerce.




1I. DOMESTIC LIKE PRODUCT AND INDUSTRY
A. Domestic Like Product

In making its determination under section 751(c), the Commission defines the “domestic like
product” and the “industry.”"® The Act defines “domestic like product” as “a product which is like, or in
the absence of like, most similar in characteristics and uses with, the article subject to an investigation
under this subtitle.”’®* Commerce has defined the scope of these reviews as follows:

Shop towels are absorbent industrial wiping cloths made from a loosely woven fabric. The
fabric may be either 100-percent cotton or a blend of materials. Shop towels are currently
classifiable under item numbers 6307.10.2005 and 6307.10.2015 of the Harmonized Tariff
Schedules of the United States (HTSUS).!”

Shop towels are square or rectangular pieces of all-cotton or cotton-blend osnaburg fabric.'
Shop towels are generally used for wiping grease, oil, and other substances in manufacturing, industrial,
or automotive facilities. Shop towels require high absorbency, tear, and stretch resistance, and the ability
to withstand numerous washings at high water temperatures.'”” A majority of the shop towels sold
domestically are in the greige state,” although many are dyed and/or printed with a company’s name or
logo for advertising or identification purposes.?!

In each of the original investigations, the Commission defined the domestic like product as all
shop towels.> The Commission has expressly explained that this definition includes shop towels
whether cotton or a cotton blend,” whether of domestic or imported fabric,?* and whether greige, dyed,
treated with soil-release features, or imprinted with customer names or logos.”® The product has not
changed since the original determinations.”® No party has argued for a different like product definition in
these reviews, and there is no information that indicates a need to revisit the Commission’s original

519 U.S.C. § 1677(4)(A).

1619 U.S.C. § 1677(10). See Nippon Steel Corp. v. United States, 19 CIT 450, 455 (1995); Timken Co. v.
United States, 913 F. Supp. 580, 584 (Ct. Int’1 Trade 1996); Torrington Co. v. United States, 747 F. Supp. 744, 748-
49 (Ct. Int’l Trade 1990), aff’d, 938 F.2d 1278 (Fed. Cir. 1991). See also S. Rep. No. 96-249 at 90-91 (1979).

17 Final Results of Expedited Sunset Review, 64 Fed. Reg. 42656 (China), 64 Fed. Reg. 42658 (Bangladesh)
(Aug. 5, 1999). Commerce described the scope in the final results of the Pakistan review as “cotton shop towels,”
and identified the tariff item number at the eight-digit level, HTSUS 6307.10.20. 64 Fed. Reg. 42672, 42673 (Aug.
5, 1999).

' CR atI-9, PR at I-8.

Y CR atI-10, PR at I-8.

% Shop towels in a “greige” state have not been bleached, dyed, or printed, or received any type of dry- or wet-
finishing operations.

2 CR atI-10, PR at I-8.

22 USITC Pub. 1431 at 3-5; USITC Pub. 1490 at 3-4; USITC Pub. 2487 at 5-9.

2 USITC Pub. 1431 at 3-4; USITC Pub. 1490 at 3; USITC Pub. 2487 at 9.

24 USITC Pub. 2487 at 9.

23 USITC Pub. 1431 at 4-5; USITC Pub. 1490 at 3-4.

%% E.g., Milliken Prehearing Brief at 9-10.




determinations of the domestic like product.?’ Therefore, for the reasons outlined in the Commission’s
original determinations, we define the domestic like product as all shop towels.

B. Domestic Industry

Section 771(4)(A) of the Act defines the relevant industry as the “domestic producers as a
[w]hole of a domestic like product, or those producers whose collective output of a domestic like product
constitutes a major proportion of the total domestic production of the product.”?® There are three
domestic producers of the like product, Milliken & Company, Kleen-Tex Industries, and Blue Ridge
Textiles.” In these five-year reviews, as in the original determinations, we determine that the domestic
industry consists of all producers of the domestic like product.

III. CUMULATION
A. Framework®
Section 752(a) of the Act provides that:

the Commission may cumulatively assess the volume and effect of imports of the subject
merchandise from all countries with respect to which reviews under section 1675(b) or
(c) of this title were initiated on the same day, if such imports would be likely to
compete with each other and with domestic like products in the United States market.
The Commission shall not cumulatively assess the volume and effects of imports of the
subject merchandise in a case in which it determines that such imports are likely to have
no discernible adverse impact on the domestic industry.*!

%7 Indeed, all indications are to the contrary. See, e.g., CR atI-9 - I-14, PR at I-8 - I-10.

#19U.S.C. § 1677(4)(A).

» CR at1-20, PR at I-15.

30 Chairman Bragg does not join section III.A of the opinion. For a complete statement of Chairman Bragg’s
analytical framework regarding cumulation in sunset reviews, see Separate Views of Chairman Lynn M. Bragg
Regarding Cumulation in Sunset Reviews, found in Potassium Permanganate from China and Spain, Inv. Nos. 731-
TA-125-126 (Review), USITC Pub. 3245 (Oct. 1999). In particular, Chairman Bragg notes that she examines the
likelihood of no discernible adverse impact only after first determining there is likely to be a reasonable overlap of
competition in the event of revocation. In this review, having found a reasonable overlap of competition among
subject imports and between subject imports and the domestic like product, Chairman Bragg turns to the issue of no
discernible adverse impact for each subject country. Chairman Bragg determines that, in the event of revocation,
subject imports from all three subject countries are likely to have a discernible adverse impact on the domestic
industry. She therefore cumulates subject imports from Bangladesh, Pakistan, and China. Chairman Bragg concurs
with the Commission’s analysis of the likely volume, price, and impact of subject imports from each subject country
in the event of revocation, as well as the Commission’s determination that revocation of the orders at issue would
lead to the continuation or recurrence of material injury to the domestic industry within a reasonably foreseeable
time. She notes that the cumulative impact of the Commission’s analysis with respect to Bangladesh, Pakistan, and
China warrants an affirmative determination for each country.

19 U.S.C. § 1675a(a)(7).



Thus, cumulation is discretionary in five-year reviews. However, the Commission may exercise its
discretion to cumulate only if the reviews are initiated on the same day and the Commission determines
that the subject imports are likely to compete with each other and the domestic like product in the U.S.
market. The statute precludes cumulation if the Commission finds that subject imports from a country
are likely to have no discernible adverse impact on the domestic industry.>> We note that neither the
statute nor the Uruguay Round Agreements Act (“URAA”) Statement of Administrative Action (“SAA”)
provides specific guidance on what factors the Commission is to consider in determining that imports
“are likely to have no discernible adverse impact” on the domestic industry.® ** With respect to this
provision, the Commission generally considers the likely volume of the subject imports and the likely
impact of those imports on the domestic industry within a reasonably foreseeable time if the orders are
revoked.*

The Commission has generally considered four factors intended to provide the Commission with
a framework for determining whether the imports compete with each other and with the domestic like
product.® *” Only a “reasonable overlap” of competition is required.® In five-year reviews, the relevant

3219 U.S.C. § 1675a(a)(7).

¥ SAA, H.R. Rep. No. 103-316, Vol. I (1994).

* Commissioners Hillman and Koplan note that the legislative history to the URAA provides guidance in the
interpretation of this provision. The Senate Report on the URAA clarifies that “it is appropriate to preclude
cumulation [in five-year reviews] where imports are likely to be negligible.” S. Rep. 103-412, at 51 (1994). The
legislative history further explains that it is not appropriate “to adopt a strict numerical test for determining
negligibility because of the extraordinary difficulty in projecting import volumes into the future with precision” and,
therefore, “the ‘no discernible adverse impact’ standard is appropriate in sunset reviews.” Thus, we understand the
“no discernible adverse impact” provision to be largely a negligibility provision without the use of a strict numerical
test of the sort now required by the statute in original antidumping and countervailing duty investigations. 19
U.S.C. § 1677(24). Indeed, before enactment of the URAA, cumulation was not required if the subject imports
were “negligible and have no discernible adverse impact on the domestic industry.” 19 U.S.C. §
1677(7)(C)(v)(1994). Because of the similarity of the five-year review provision with the pre-URAA test for
negligibility, the Commission’s prior negligibility practice may provide some guidance in applying the “no
discernible adverse impact” provision in five-year reviews.

3> Commissioner Askey notes that the language of section 752(a)(7) of the Act gives the Commission discretion
to cumulate subject imports for purposes of its sunset analysis, as long as the statutory requirement of likely
competition between the subject countries and the domestic like product is satisfied. Section 752(a)(7) clearly
states, however, that the Commission is precluded from exercising this discretion if the imports from a country
subject to review are likely to have “no discernible adverse impact on the domestic industry” upon revocation of the
order. 19 U.S.C. § 1675a(a)(7). Thus, under this provision, the Commission must find that the subject imports
from a country will have a “discernible adverse impact on the domestic industry” after revocation of the order
before cumulating those imports with other subject imports. Accordingly, the Commission’s task under this
provision is a straightforward one. To determine whether the Commission is precluded from cumulating subject
imports from a particular country, the Commission must focus on how significantly the imports will impact the
condition of the industry as a result of revocation, and not simply on whether there will be a small volume of
imports after revocation, (i.e., by assessing their negligibility after revocation of the order). If the impact of the
imports is not likely to be discernible, then the Commission is precluded from cumulating those imports with other
subject imports. For a full discussion of her views on this issue, see Additional Views of Commissioner Thelma J.
Askey in Potassium Permanganate from China and Spain, Inv. Nos. 731-TA-125-126 (Reviews), USITC Pub. 3245
(Oct. 1999).

% The four factors generally considered by the Commission in assessing whether imports compete with each
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inquiry is whether there would likely be competition even if none currently exists. Moreover, because of
the prospective nature of five-year reviews, we have examined not only the Commission’s traditional
competition factors, but also other significant conditions of competition that are likely to prevail if the
orders under review are revoked. The Commission has considered factors in addition to its traditional
competition factors in other contexts where cumulation is discretionary.* 4

Here, the statutory requirement that all three reviews be initiated on the same day is satisfied.*!
For the reasons discussed below we determine to exercise our discretion to cumulate subject imports
from Bangladesh and Pakistan, but not those from China, for purposes of our analysis of whether
material injury is likely to continue or recur if the orders were revoked.*

B. Discussion®

The record indicates that domestically produced shop towels and the subject merchandise are
generally fungible. We find domestic shop towels are interchangeable with subject imports and there are

3 (...continued)
other and with the domestic like product are: 1) the degree of fungibility between the imports from different
countries and between imports and the domestic like product, including consideration of specific customer
requirements and other quality related questions; 2) the presence of sales or offers to sell in the same geographical
markets of imports from different countries and the domestic like product; 3) the existence of common or similar
channels of distribution for imports from different countries and the domestic like product; and 4) whether the
imports are simultaneously present in the market.

37 See e.g., Wieland Werke, AG v. United States, 718 F. Supp. 50 (Ct. Int'l Trade 1989).

38 See Mukand Ltd. v. United States, 937 F. Supp. 910, 916 (Ct. Int’l Trade 1996); Wieland Werke, AG, 718
F. Supp. at 52 (“Completely overlapping markets are not required.”); United States Steel Group v. United States,
873 F. Supp. 673, 685 (Ct. Int’l Trade 1994, aff’d, 96 F. 3d 1352 (Fed. Cir. 1996)).

% See, e.g., Torrington Co. v. United States, 790 F. Supp. at 1172 (affirming Commission's determination not to
cumulate for purposes of threat analysis when pricing and volume trends among subject countries were not uniform
and import penetration was extremely low for most of the subject countries); Metallverken Nederland B.V. v.
United States 728 F. Supp. 730, 741-42 (Ct. Int'l Trade 1989); Asociacion Colombiana de Exportadores de Flores v.
United States, 704 F. Supp. 1068, 1072 (Ct. Int'l Trade 1988).

% Commissioner Askey does not join section IIL.B of the Commission’s opinion. Commissioner Askey
determines that the subject imports from Pakistan would not be likely to have a discernible adverse impact on the
domestic industry if the order were to be revoked and accordingly has not cumulated those imports with the subject
imports from Bangladesh and China for her analysis. In addition, she has exercised her discretion not to cumulate
the subject imports from Bangladesh with those from China. For a full discussion of her views with respect to
cumulation of the subject imports from Bangladesh, Pakistan and China, see Dissenting Views of Commissioner
Thelma J. Askey.

4! Commissioner Askey does not join in the remainder of this section.

“2 No party has argued that subject imports from either Bangladesh, China or Pakistan “are likely to have no
discernible adverse impact” and we see no basis in the record to make such a finding. We note that the current
volume of subject imports from Bangladesh and Pakistan and their consequent impact already exceed levels that
would have no discernible adverse impact, and subject imports from China are likely to exceed such levels under
order revocation.

# Chairman Bragg points out that although she does not join the Commission’s analytical framework for
cumulation or its decision not to cumulate subject imports from China with subject imports from Bangladesh and
Pakistan, she nonetheless joins the Commission’s finding of a reasonable overlap of competition among subject
imports and among subject imports and the domestic like product.
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no significant differences in product characteristics between those produced in the United States and
those produced in the subject countries.* Additionally, “[t]he record indicates that cotton shop towels
are sold by U.S. producers and importers in all areas of the United States, although individual producers,
importers, and distributors geographically limit sales to some extent.”* With regard to channels of
distribution, the subject imports and the domestic like product largely are sold either directly or through
distributors to laundry services that rent the towels to industrial and commercial users and clean them.*
Although the domestic like product, unlike the subject imports, is not sold through retail channels,*’ at
least in part owing to domestic producers’ inability to compete in that channel on the basis of price,* we
find, on the whole, common or similar channels of distribution for imports from the subject countries and
the domestic like product. The record also indicates simultaneous presence of the merchandise in the
U.S. market.* Moreover, there is no evidence in the current record that suggests that the subject imports
would not likely compete with each other and the domestic like product if the orders were removed. For
these reasons, we find a reasonable overlap of competition.>

However, our cumulation analysis in a five-year review encompasses more than an examination
of whether there would likely be a reasonable overlap of competition of the products in the U.S. market.
To aid us in our decision whether to exercise our discretion to cumulate, we have also examined the
overall similarities in the conditions of competition that would prevail if the orders are revoked. Textile
quotas on the volume of shop towel imports from each of the subject countries represent a significant
condition of competition in these reviews. We find that the conditions of competition would be

¢ Milliken states that the domestic product is fully interchangeable with subject imports and there are no
differences in product characteristics between those produced in the United States and those produced in the subject
countries. CR atI-13 - I-14, PR at I-10. An importer also stated that there are no significant differences between
imported and U.S.-made shop towels. CR at I-14, PR atI-10. Cf. CR at II-9 - II-10, PR at II-7 - II-8 (some
indication in questionnaires of differences between domestic like product and imports).

“CR atI-13, PR at I-10. See also CR and PR at II-1 (The geographic market served by two producers and
three importers of shop towels is the continental United States. One importer distributes its towels in the eastern
half of the United States and another importer distributes them in the Atlanta/Charleston area and Los Angeles); CR
at I-23, PR at I-16 (responses to the Commission’s purchaser questionnaire indicate that subject country shop towels
“are distributed throughout the United States.”).

% CRatl-12,1I-1; PR at I-9, II-1.

47 The majority of the domestically produced shop towels are sold directly to industrial laundries and linen
supply services that rent to and clean the towels for industrial end users, and the remaining small amount is sold to
distributors. Importers of the subject merchandise, on the other hand, sell to retailers as well as to distributors and
industrial laundries. CR and PR at II-1.

“8 CR and PR at II-1, n.1; Hearing Tr. at 14-16; Milliken Posthearing Brief, Part II (Answers to Commission
Questions) at 2.

“ E.g., CR and PR at Tables V-1, V-2. Although the volume of subject imports from China is currently very
small, limiting the ability to analyze the various competition factors on a current basis, the relevant inquiry is
whether the Chinese merchandise would likely compete if the order were removed. In this regard it is important to
note the significant presence of shop towels from China in the early 1980s, before the original antidumping duty
proceedings were initiated (CR and PR at Table I-1), and the absence of information on the record to indicate that
imports from China would not compete with the other subject imports and the U.S. product if the order were
revoked.

% Chairman Bragg does not join the remainder of this section. She finds that subject imports from all three
countries are likely to have a discernible adverse impact on the domestic industry in the event of revocation.
Accordingly, Chairman Bragg cumulates subject imports from Bangladesh, Pakistan, and China.
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significantly different for subject imports from China as compared with those from Bangladesh and
Pakistan. Accordingly, on the basis of the preceding discussion, we exercise our discretion to cumulate
only the subject imports from Bangladesh and Pakistan.

We do not exercise our discretion to cumulate the subject imports from China with the subject
imports from Bangladesh and Pakistan because the likely rate of increase in the volume of subject
imports from China would be significantly different from the likely rates of increase in the volume of
subject imports from Bangladesh and Pakistan.’! If the orders were revoked, the volume of subject
imports from China would likely increase sharply given the restraining effect of the order and the
significant unused quota allocation, whereas subject imports from Bangladesh and Pakistan would likely
continue to increase steadily in accordance with their quota growth rates. We exercise our discretion to
cumulate subject imports from Bangladesh and Pakistan because, in addition to the overlap in
competition between those imports and the domestic like product, both countries have high quota fill
rates, and related quota and import growth rates.

Subject imports from China, in contrast, were virtually nil (5,000 towels) in 1998, and only
599,000 towels, or 0.3 percent of total shop towel imports, in the first half of 1999.2 We view this
limited presence of Chinese shop towels in the U.S. market as reflecting the remedial effects of the
antidumping duty order. Indeed, subject imports from China totaled 94.3 million towels in 1981, the last
full year prior to initiation of the original investigation.”® There is no record information indicating any
likely limitation on China’s resumption of significant export shipments to the United States if the order
were revoked, other than volume limits imposed under the United States-China Bilateral Textile
Agreement. Quotas for China are estimated in terms of number of towels at 29 million shop towels
annually in 1998 and 1999.> Quotas on U.S. imports of subject cotton shop towels from both
Bangladesh and Pakistan were 100 percent filled in 1998, while the quota relative to China on cotton
shop towels was only 1.1 percent filled in 1998, and 5.2 percent filled in the first ten months of 1999.5

>! For a further discussion of the quota agreements, see Conditions of Competition, infra.

%2 CR and PR at Table IV-1.

 CR and PR at Table I-1.

3 Under the current United States-China Bilateral Textile Agreement, the combined quotas for sub-categories
369-S (cotton shop towels) and 863-S (silk and other vegetable fiber shop towels) are estimated to total 29.0 million
shop towels in 1998, 29.1 million shop towels in 1999, 29.2 million shop towels in 2000, the final year of the period
covered by the current agreement, and 29.3 million towels in 2001. The 2000 and 2001 quota totals are based on
separate totals within the 369-S sub-category and the 863-S sub-category as follows: in 2000, 20.50 million under
sub-category 369-S, and 8.70 million under sub-category 863-S; in 2001, 20.54 million towels under sub-category
369-S and 8.75 million under sub-category 863-S. The quota for 2001 is estimated assuming a new agreement is
negotiated with China that includes the same annual growth rates as in the current agreement (0.2 percent for sub-
category 369-S and 0.5 percent for sub-category 863-S). Moreover, quota levels for shop towels in sub-category
369-S are stated in kilograms in the Bilateral Textile Agreement, whereas the quotas for sub-category 863-S are
stated in number of towels. The Commission, therefore, estimated the number of towels in sub-category 369-S by
assuming a weight of 0.03 kilogram per towel, which is the average weight per towel for current (e.g., January to
July 1999) imports from both Bangladesh and Pakistan. This conversion factor was selected based on the
assumption that China would quickly fill its quota with basic shop towels competitive with and similar in weight to
towels from Bangladesh and Pakistan. If China were to accede to the WTO, its quotas could differ somewhat, but
probably not significantly, from the estimates here. See, e.g., CR and PR at Figure I-1.

% Subject imports from Pakistan totaled 25.5 million towels, or 7.7 percent of total shop towel imports, in 1998,
and 11.9 million towels in the first half of 1999, 5.3 percent of total shop towel imports in that period, compared

(continued...)
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Whereas the likely increase in subject imports from Bangladesh and Pakistan will be subject to a 10.15
percent annual increase in the quotas in 1999, 2000, and 2001, the unfilled portion of China’s quota
alone will permit it to greatly increase exports to the United States from current low levels to the quota
levels of 20.5 million annually in 2000 and 2001 for cotton shop towels and 29.2 million and 29.3
million, respectively, for all shop towels.** We find that China would be able, and likely, to fill all or a
significant part of the currently unfilled portion of its quota in the relatively short term.’” Thus, the
conditions of competition would be significantly different for subject imports from China as contrasted
with those from Bangladesh and Pakistan if the respective antidumping duty orders and countervailing
duty order were revoked. We consequently find that it is not appropriate to assess cumulatively the
likely volume and effects of subject imports from China with those of subject imports from Bangladesh
and Pakistan. Accordingly, we have exercised our discretion to cumulate subject imports from
Bangladesh and Pakistan for purposes of determining whether revocation of the respective orders is
likely to lead to continuation or recurrence of material injury within a reasonably foreseeable time, but
have not exercised our discretion to cumulate subject imports from China with those from Bangladesh
and Pakistan.

Iv. LEGAL STANDARD AND CONDITIONS OF COMPETITION®
A. Legal Standard

In a five-year review conducted under section 751(c) of the Act, Commerce will revoke an
antidumping duty order unless: (1) it makes a determination that dumping is likely to continue or recur,

55 (...continued)
with 13.4 million towels, or 8.6 percent of total imports, in the first half of 1998. CR and PR at Table IV-1. The
quota for Pakistan is estimated at 29.5 million towels in 2000 and 32.5 million towels in 2001. Subject imports from
Bangladesh totaled 60.3 million units in 1998, 18.1 percent of total shop towel imports, and 42.3 million units in the
first half of 1999, representing 18.6 percent of total subject imports, compared with 32.9 million towels, or 21
percent of shop towel imports, in the first half of 1998. Id. The quota for Bangladesh is estimated at 71.7 million
towels in 2000 and 78.9 million towels in 2001.

% The imminent potential for increased imports from China is virtually limited to the unfilled quota quantities.
The annual increase in the quota for China will be very slight compared with the quota growth rates for Bangladesh
and Pakistan.

57 This finding has several bases. As discussed in part IV.B of these Views (Conditions of Competition), infia,
shop towel production in all the subject countries is labor intensive, requiring minimal capital expenditure and
rendering entry into and exit from the sector relatively easy. Indeed, past fluctuations in levels of Chinese exports
to the United States from one year to the next demonstrate China’s historic ability to quickly expand and contract
exports to the United States. For instance, U.S. imports of shop towels from China increased from 45.5 million
towels in 1980 to 94.3 million towels in 1981. CR and PR at Table I-1. China more than tripled its exports to the
United States from 15.3 million towels in 1988 to 46.9 million towels in 1989, then dropped to 16.1 million towels
in 1990. CR and PR at Table I-1. Moreover, China Customs data show a strong export orientation, with China’s
1998 exports of miscellaneous textile articles, including dish towels and cotton shop towels, to all countries totaling
235 million towels, only 16.5 million of which the Chinese data identifies as exports to the United States. CR at IV-
6, PR at IV-4. Accordingly, there is substantial production and production capacity that could be directed to the
United States if the antidumping duty order on China were revoked.

%8 Commissioner Askey joins sections IV.A and IV.B of this opinion.
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and (2) the Commission makes a determination that revocation of the order “would be likely to lead to
continuation or recurrence of material injury within a reasonably foreseeable time.”® The SAA states
that “under the likelihood standard, the Commission will engage in a counterfactual analysis; it must
decide the likely impact in the reasonably foreseeable future of an important change in the status quo --
the revocation [of the order] . . . and the elimination of its restraining effects on volumes and prices of
imports.”® Thus, the likelihood standard is prospective in nature.®’ The statute provides that “the
Commission shall consider that the effects of revocation . . . may not be imminent, but may manifest
themselves only over a longer period of time.”®> According to the SAA, a ““reasonably foreseeable time’
will vary from case-to-case, but normally will exceed the ‘imminent’ time frame applicable in a threat of
injury analysis in antidumping and countervailing duty investigations.”®* %

Although the standard in five-year reviews is not the same as the standard applied in original
antidumping or countervailing duty investigations, it contains some of the same elements. The statute
provides that the Commission is to “consider the likely volume, price effect, and impact of imports of the
subject merchandise on the industry if the order is revoked.”s> It directs the Commission to take into
account its prior injury determination, whether any improvement in the state of the industry is related to
the order under review, and whether the industry is vulnerable to material injury if the order is
revoked.® &’

¥ 19 U.S.C. § 1675a(a).

% SAA, H.R. Rep. No. 103-316, Vol. I, at 883-84 (1994). The SAA states that “[t]he likelihood of injury
standard applies regardless of the nature of the Commission’s original determination (material injury, threat of
material injury, or material retardation of an industry).” SAA at 883.

¢! While the SAA states that “a separate determination regarding current material injury is not necessary,” it
indicates that “the Commission may consider relevant factors such as current and likely continued depressed
shipment levels and current and likely continued prices for the domestic like product in the U.S. market in making
its determination of the likelihood of continuation or recurrence of material injury if the order is revoked.” SAA at
884.

219 U.S.C. § 1675a(a)(5).

% Among the factors that the Commission should consider in this regard are “the fungibility or differentiation
within the product in question, the level of substitutability between the imported and domestic products, the
channels of distribution used, the methods of contracting (such as spot sales or long-term contracts), and lead times
for delivery of goods, as well as other factors that may only manifest themselves in the longer term, such as planned
investment and the shifting of production facilities.” SAA at 887.

% In analyzing what constitutes a reasonably foreseeable time, Commissioner Koplan examines all the current
and likely conditions of competition in the relevant industry. He defines “reasonably foreseeable time” as the length
of time it is likely to take for the market to adjust to a revocation. In making this assessment, he considers all
factors that may accelerate or delay the market adjustment process including any lags in response by foreign
producers, importers, consumers, domestic producers, or others due to: lead times; methods of contracting; the need
to establish channels of distribution; product differentiation; and any other factors that may only manifest
themselves in the longer term. In other words, his analysis seeks to define “reasonably foreseeable time” by
reference to current and likely conditions of competition, but also seeks to avoid unwarranted speculation that may
occur in predicting events into the more distant future.

%19 U.S.C. § 1675a(a)(1).

%19 U.S.C. § 1675a(a)(1). The statute further provides that the presence or absence of any factor that the
Commission is required to consider shall not necessarily give decisive guidance with respect to the Commission’s

(continued...)
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B. Conditions of Competition

In evaluating the likely impact of the subject imports on the domestic industry if an order is
revoked, the statute directs the Commission to evaluate all relevant economic factors “within the context
of the business cycle and conditions of competition that are distinctive to the affected industry.”® In
performing our analysis under the statute, we have taken into account the following conditions of
competition in the U.S. market for shop towels.

First, shop towels are used by a wide range of industrial and commercial establishments.® Asa
result, aggregate demand for shop towels is derived in large part from consumption of the goods
produced by shop towel purchasers and generally follows overall business cycles in the U.S. economy.™
Demand for shop towels has been strong in recent years, with U.S. consumption rising from 387 million
shop towels in 1990 to 499 million shop towels in 1998.”" U.S. apparent consumption from 1997 to 1998
alone increased by 68 million shop towels or by 15.9 percent.”

Second, subject imports and the domestic like product are substitutable, there being no
significant differences in product characteristics between those produced in the United States and those
produced in the subject countries.” 7

Third, the number of domestic firms producing cotton shop towels declined after the
antidumping duty and countervailing duty orders were issued.” In 1992, when the Commission issued
its final determination in Shop Towels from Bangladesh, the most recent of the three shop towel
investigations, there were 12 domestic producers of shop towels, as compared with three in 1998.7

¢ (...continued)
determination. 19 U.S.C. § 1675a(a)(5). While the Commission must consider all factors, no one factor is
necessarily dispositive. SAA at 886.

7 Section 752(a)(1)(D) of the Act directs the Commission to take into account in five-year reviews involving
antidumping proceedings “the findings of the administrative authority regarding duty absorption.” 19 U.S.C. §
'1675a(a)(1)(D). Commerce has not issued any duty absorption determinations in either the Bangladesh or China
Teview.

%19 U.S.C. § 1675a(a)(4).

% CR at1-12, PR at I-9 - I-10.

" CR atII-6, PR at II-5.

" CR at II-6, PR at II-5; CR and PR at Tables I-3 and D-1.

2 1d.

CRatl-13 - 1-14, PR at I-10; CR at I-14, PR at I-10; ¢f CR at II-9 - II-10, PR at II-7 - II-8.

" We note that the subject imports are almost entirely all cotton, whereas the domestic like product generally
includes a small amount of other fabrics along with cotton. Commerce statistics show some imports recently from
China under the non-cotton statistical subheading, HTSUS 6307.10.2015. “Although shop towels can be produced
from other woven fabrics, it is not economically feasible to replace the wholly or predominantly cotton osnaburg
fabric with a different construction. Cotton waste has the combined advantages of being both inexpensive and
absorbent.” CR atI-13, PR at I-10. Nonetheless, the subject merchandise includes not only shop towels of cotton
or a cotton blend, but also those of other vegetable fibers (e.g., ramie, linen) and silk. See Commerce definition of
scope and HTSUS item numbers cited therein, supra, like product definition (“all shop towels™), supra; and
discussion of quotas, infra. ’

»CRat1-20 - I-21, PR at I-15.

6 USITC Pub. 2487 at I-15, 1-20.
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Fourth, barriers to entry into and exit from this industry in the subject countries appear to be
relatively low. According to the petitioner, shop towel production in Bangladesh, China, and Pakistan is
labor intensive, and the only necessary equipment for production of shop towels is a loom.”
Accordingly, the limited record data indicate that existing and potential producers can quickly expand or
reduce production, and enter or exit the market with negligible capital investment.”®

Fifth, nonsubject shop towel imports have grown in the U.S. market since the original
determinations, both in absolute terms and as a share of apparent consumption.” In 1980, 41.5 million
shop towels, or 16.5 percent of apparent consumption, were imported from nonsubject countries. In
1990, 106.2 million shop towels, or 27.4 percent of apparent consumption, were imported from
nonsubject countries. Nonsubject imports totaled 192.2 million towels in 1997 and 246.4 million towels
in 1998, 44.7 percent and 49.4 percent, respectively, of U.S. apparent consumption.®” Nonsubject
imports increased further in the first six months of 1999 to 172.2 million towels, or 56.6 percent of
apparent consumption, compared with 110.3 million towels, or 46.2 percent of apparent consumption in
the first six months of 1998.®!

Sixth, subject import quantities are limited by quota arrangements. The United States currently
has quotas on imports of textiles and apparel from Bangladesh, China, and Pakistan, as it did at the time
of the original investigations. In the current bilateral textile agreement with China, there are specific
limits on imports of cotton shop towels (subcategory 369-S) and shop towels made of other textile fibers
(primarily a blend of cotton and ramie) (subcategory 863-S) from China. China’s specific limit for
cotton shop towels (subcategory 369-S) was only 1.1 percent filled in 1998 and was 5.2 percent filled as
of October 1999. China did not fill any of its quota on imported shop towels classified in subcategory
863-S in 1998 as there were no imports. China filled 2.7 percent of the quota on subcategory 863-S as of
October 1999.82

Pakistan filled nearly 95 percent of its quota on cotton shop towels in 1983, 100 percent in 1998,
and 64 percent as of October 1999.8 Currently, there is a specific limit on imports of cotton shop towels
from Bangladesh, which was 100 percent filled in 1998 and 87 percent filled as of October 1999. There
are no quotas on imports of shop towels of fabrics other than cotton, sub-category 863-S, from either
Bangladesh or Pakistan.®

Quotas on shop towel imports from Bangladesh and Pakistan will increase by 10.15 percent to
71.7 million shop towels in 2000 and 78.9 million shop towels in 2001 for Bangladesh, and to 29.5

7 CR atIV-4, PR at IV-3; CR at I-12, PR at I-9 (a sewing machine is used to hem the fabric).

" CR atIV-4, PR at IV-3.

" CR atI-20, PR at I-14 - I-15; CR and PR at Tables I-2, I-3.

% CR and PR at Table I-1.

8 CR and PR at Table I-1.

2CRatl-16-1-17,PR at I-12 - I-13.

8 CRatI-17, PR at I-13. The Pakistani producers report that “[cJurrently, we are restricted in the U.S. market
until the textile quota limit for shop towels is lifted in 5 years. At that time we will consider plans to expand
capacity, subject to our competitiveness in the U.S. market vis-a-vis our competitors.” CR at IV-8, PR at IV-5.

¥ CRatl-17 -1-18, PR at I-13.
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million towels in 2000 and 32.5 million towels in 2001 for Pakistan.®®> Due to its extremely low base
quota growth rate of 0.2 percent, China’s annual quota levels will remain relatively low.% &’

Based on the record evidence, we find that these conditions of competition in the U.S. shop
towel market are not likely to change significantly in the reasonably foreseeable future. Accordingly, we
find that current conditions in the U.S. shop towel market provide us with a basis upon which to assess
the likely effects of revocation of the antidumping duty and countervailing duty orders within the
reasonably foreseeable future.

V. REVOCATION OF THE ANTIDUMPING DUTY ORDER ON SHOP TOWELS FROM
BANGLADESH AND THE COUNTERVAILING DUTY ORDER ON SHOP TOWELS
FROM PAKISTAN IS LIKELY TO LEAD TO CONTINUATION OR RECURRENCE OF
MATERIAL INJURY WITHIN A REASONABLY FORESEEABLE TIME

A. Likely Volume of Subject Imports from Bangladesh and Pakistan®

In evaluating the likely volume of imports of subject merchandise if the orders under review are
revoked, the statute directs the Commission to consider whether the likely volume of imports would be
significant either in absolute terms or relative to production or consumption in the United States.” In
doing so, the Commission must consider “all relevant economic factors,” including four enumerated
factors: (1) any likely increase in production capacity or existing unused production capacity in the
exporting country; (2) existing inventories of the subject merchandise, or likely increases in inventories;
(3) the existence of barriers to the importation of the subject merchandise into countries other than the

¥ CR atI-16, PR at I-12; CR at I-15 - I-19, PR at I-11 - I-13; CR and PR at Figure I-1; see also note 55, supra.
Although the quota on shop towel imports from Pakistan is growing at the same rate as the quota on shop towels
from Bangladesh, the growth rate is applied with reference to base year (i.e., 1994) quota levels. Thus, for instance,
the quota for Pakistan in 2000 is an estimated 29.5 million towels while the quota for Bangladesh in 2000 is
estimated at 71.7 million towels. As explained elsewhere in these views, the Commission converted the quotas,
which are negotiated in kilograms, into estimated numbers of towels using the prior average per-towel weight of
0.03 kilograms, as derived from current U.S. imports data.

% CR atI-18 - I-19, PR at I-13 - I-14; see also note 54, supra. The China quota for category 863-S, which is
stated in the agreement on a towel basis rather than a weight basis, is estimated at 8,748,455 towels in 2001
(assuming new agreement with China that continues current rate of increase of China quota).

87 Commissioner Askey does not join section V of this opinion. She concurs in the Commission’s determination
that revocation of the order covering the subject imports from China would be likely to lead to a continuation or
recurrence of material injury within a reasonably foreseeable time and joins section VI of this opinion. She
determines, however, that revocation of the orders covering subject imports from Bangladesh and Pakistan would
not be likely to lead to a continuation or recurrence of material injury within a reasonably foreseeable time. For a
full discussion of her views with respect to Bangladesh and Pakistan, see Dissenting Views of Commissioner
Thelma J. Askey.

% As noted earlier, Chairman Bragg joins the Commission’s likely volume, price, and impact discussion for
Bangladesh and Pakistan.

¥ This discussion is limited to imports of cotton shop towels. It should be noted however that, although there
have not been imports from Bangladesh and Pakistan of shop towels that are not mainly cotton, there are no quantity
limitations on such imports, which are within the scope of the orders.

%19 U.S.C. § 1675a(a)(2).

15



United States; and (4) the potential for product shifting if production facilities in the foreign country,
which can be used to produce the subject merchandise, are currently being used to produce other
products.’!

In the original determination concerning Pakistan, the Commission concluded that a domestic
industry was materially injured by reason of imports of shop towels that were subsidized by the
Government of Pakistan.”> The Commission found that imports of shop towels from Pakistan had
increased from 1.7 percent of apparent consumption in 1980 to 13.4 percent in the first nine months of
1983.% In the original determination concerning Bangladesh, the Commission concluded that a domestic
industry was materially injured by reason of imports of shop towels from Bangladesh that were sold at
less than fair value.”* The Commission found that the Bangladeshi share of the U.S. market had
increased from 0.5 percent in 1988 to 9.7 percent in the first nine months of 1991.%

Subject imports from Bangladesh and Pakistan together increased from 83.6 million towels in
1997, to 85.8 million towels in 1998; they totaled 54.2 million towels in the first six months of 1999,
compared with 46.3 million towels in the first six months of 1998.°¢ Both Bangladesh and Pakistan filled
100 percent of their quota on shop towels in 1998.°” The quota for Bangladesh is estimated at 71.7
million towels in 2000 and 78.9 million towels in 2001, and the quota for Pakistan is estimated at 29.5
million towels in 2000 and 32.5 million towels in 2001.*® This represents quota totals for these two
subject countries of 101.2 million towels in 2000 and 111.5 million towels in 2001.*® Subject imports
from Bangladesh and Pakistan can be expected to enter the U.S. market in significant volumes and
continue to fill their quota levels as those quotas increase for each of those countries by 10.15 percent
annually in 2000 and 2001.'® Levels of unused production capacity in Bangladesh and Pakistan indicate
that they will have no difficulty filling new annual quota levels.!®! The ease of entry into the labor

1 19 U.S.C. § 1675a(a)(2)(A)-(D).

%2 USITC Pub. 1490 at 9.

2 Id. at 7-8, A-24 (4.3 million shop towels from Pakistan in 1980, 6.1 million in 1981, 6.6 million in 1982, and
21.9 million in the first nine months of 1993, compared with 4.2 million in the comparable period in 1982).

4 USITC Pub. 2487 at 5.

*Id. at 16, 1-39, I-15 (1.8 million shop towels from Bangladesh in 1988, 4.4 million in 1989, 28.0 million in
1990, and 25.0 million in the first nine months of 1991, compared with 22.2 million in the comparable period in
1990).

% CR and PR at Table I-1.

"CRatI-17,PR atI-13.

%8 See discussion in preceding notes concerning the methodology for converting quotas in kilograms into an
estimated number of towels.

 These quantities would represent 20 percent and 22 percent, respectively, of total apparent consumption at
levels equivalent to 1998 apparent consumption. See CR and PR at Tables I-2, I-3.

1% CR at I-16, PR at I-12.

191 The Pakistani industry utilized only 69.2 percent of its shop towel production capacity in 1998, although
capacity utilization in Pakistan reportedly increased to 77.2 percent in the first six months of 1999, compared with
66.0 percent in the first six months of 1998. CR and PR at Table IV-3. Pakistan’s inventory levels (CR and PR at
Table IV-3) will also facilitate filling expanded quota levels. Inventories of U.S. importers of shop towels from
Pakistan (CR at IV-2, PR at IV-1) permit a market impact in excess of quota levels. With respect to Bangladesh,
production capacity for fifteen known producers was reported by the U.S. Embassy in Dhaka to be 3.1 million
kilograms in 1998, while production in Bangladesh was only 1.6 million kilograms. CR at IV-6 - IV-7, PR and IV-

(continued...)
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intensive production of shop towels in those countries further assures production ability in excess of
current or planned production capacity levels in the two subject countries. Moreover, the United States
is currently the only export market for shop towels produced in Bangladesh, and shop towel production
in Pakistan is solely for export,'” evidencing the likely destination of any additional production.
Accordingly, we find that the likely volume of subject imports from Bangladesh and Pakistan into the
United States upon revocation of the order would be significant, increasing to the maximum levels
permitted by quotas in the reasonably foreseeable future.

B. Likely Price Effects of Subject Imports from Bangladesh and Pakistan

In evaluating the likely price effects of subject imports if the antidumping duty and
countervailing duty orders are revoked, the Commission is directed to consider whether there is likely to
be significant underselling by the subject imports as compared with the domestic like product, and
whether the subject imports are likely to enter the United States at prices that would have a significant
depressing or suppressing effect on the prices of the domestic like product.'®

Purchasers of cotton shop towels consider price to be one of the most important factors in
purchasing decisions.'™ In the original Pakistan determination, the Commission found underselling by
the Pakistani product in every quarter from January 1981 to September 1983, by margins ranging from
25 to 38 percent.'”® The Commission also found that domestic prices fell 5.3 percent during January-
September 1983, after having increased 5.1 percent from January-March 1981 to October-December
1982, and explained that the majority of laundries that had shifted purchases from domestic shop towels
to those from Pakistan had based the decision on the lower price of the Pakistani product.!%

In the original Bangladesh determination, price comparisons indicated underselling by the
Bangladeshi towels that was “substantial both in degree and scope.”'®” Specifically, based on producer
and importer questionnaire responses, the Commission found underselling in all instances of sales of all-
cotton 18 x 18 inch towels to laundry services and to distributors and, based on purchaser questionnaire
responses, found underselling in 39 of 44 comparisons of sales of 18 x 18 inch and 18 x 30 inch all

101 (| .continued)

4. The industry in Bangladesh reportedly intends to fully utilize its U.S. quota for shop towels in 1999 and 2000.
CR atIV-6, PR at IV-4. The Bangladeshi shop towel trade association explained that production capacity in
Bangladesh in 1999 and 2000 will be two times the volume of actual production, as it was in 1998. CR at V-7, PR
at IV-4. Current inventories of U.S. importers of shop towels from Bangladesh (CR and PR at Table IV-2) permit a
market impact by Bangladeshi merchandise in excess of any further imports under quotas in the reasonably
foreseeable future.

2 CR atIV-7 - IV-8, PR at IV-4 - IV-5.

1219 U.S.C. § 1675a(a)(3). The SAA states that “[c]onsistent with its practice in investigations, in considering
the likely price effects of imports in the event of revocation and termination, the Commission may rely on
circumstantial, as well as direct, evidence of the adverse effects of unfairly traded imports on domestic prices.”
SAA at 886.

1% CR and PR at Table II-1.

105 USITC Pub. 1490 at 8 and A-28 (Table 15).

196 Id. at 8, A-29.

107 USITC Pub. 2487 at 18.
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cotton towels.'® Margins of underselling were as high as 20 percent.!” Moreover, although recent price
comparison data obtained in these five-year reviews, for the period January 1997 to June 1999, are
somewhat limited, those data indicate *** shop towels from Bangladesh and Pakistan.!"

Accordingly, we find that the likely volume of imports from Bangladesh and Pakistan following
revocation of the antidumping duty order and countervailing duty order would be likely to have a
significant adverse effect on domestic prices for shop towels. We note that the Commission has
previously determined that quota limits on the volume of subject imports do not preclude adverse price
effects.!'! Accordingly, we conclude that the Bangladeshi and Pakistani subject merchandise is likely to
enter the United States at prices that would significantly undersell domestic shop towels and have a
significant depressing or suppressing effect on prices for the domestic like product.

C. Likely Impact of Subject Imports from Bangladesh and Pakistan

In evaluating the likely impact of imports of subject merchandise if the antidumping duty and
countervailing duty orders are revoked, the Commission is directed to consider all relevant economic
factors that are likely to have a bearing on the state of the industry in the United States, including but not
limited to: (1) likely declines in output, sales, market share, profits, productivity, return on investments,
and utilization of capacity; (2) likely negative effects on cash flow, inventories, employment, wages,
growth, ability to raise capital, and investment; and (3) likely negative effects on the existing
development and production efforts of the industry, including efforts to develop a derivative or more
advanced version of the domestic like product.'? All relevant economic factors are to be considered
within the context of the business cycle and the conditions of competition that are distinctive to the
industry.'® As instructed by the statute, we have considered the extent to which any improvement in the

198 1d. 18-19.

191d. at 1-43, 1-44, 1-46, 1-47, 1-48.

11 Although the domestic like product is a blend of cotton and other fabrics, and the Bangladeshi and Pakistani
products are all cotton, there is no basis on the record to conclude that differences in cotton content significantly
affect purchasers’ decisions to purchase the subject imports or the domestic like product. To the contrary, we find
that the domestic like product and the subject imported shop towels are essentially fungible. See discussion at IV. B
(Conditions of Competition), supra. Accordingly, we find probative in this regard the comparison data obtained in
these reviews on sales to industrial laundries and linen supply services of unbleached, uncolored, 18 x 18 inch shop
towels (blended domestic towels and all-cotton Bangladeshi and Pakistani towels) from January 1997 to June 1999.
CR and PR at Table V-1. Those comparisons show *** the Bangladeshi and Pakistani product ***,

11 See USITC Pub. 2487 at 20 (“quotas and bilateral agreements pursuant to the Multifiber Arrangement do not
control the prices at which the subject shop towels are sold in the United States, and therefore do not prevent the
possibility of import price effects on the domestic industry™).

1219 U.S.C. § 1675a(a)(4).

219 U.S.C. § 1675a(a)(4). Section 752(a)(6) of the Act states that “the Commission may consider the
magnitude of the margin of dumping” in making its determination in a five-year review. 19 U.S.C. § 1675a(a)(6).
The statute defines the “magnitude of the margin of dumping” to be used by the Commission in five-year reviews as
“the dumping margin or margins determined by the administering authority under section 1675a(c)(3) of this title.”
19 U.S.C. § 1677(35)(C)(iv). See also SAA at 887. Section 752(a)(6) of the Act requires the Commission in five-
year reviews concerning countervailing duty orders to consider “information regarding the nature of the
countervailable subsidy and whether the subsidy is a subsidy described in Article 3 or 6.1 of the Subsidies

(continued...)
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state of the domestic industry is related to the antidumping duty order and countervailing duty order at
issue and whether the industry is vulnerable to material injury if those orders are revoked.!!*

We find that the domestic industry producing shop towels is vulnerable to material injury if the
orders are revoked because of its *** operating income, declining market share, low capacity utilization,
and declining number of production and related workers. Although the domestic industry’s net sales
increased from *** million towels in 1997 to *** million towels in 1998, average selling prices fell
faster than the decline in the average cost of goods sold (COGS), resulting in a lower unit gross profit,
insufficient to absorb decreasing unit selling, general, and administrative (SG&A) expenses.!”* This
resulted in operating income of *** in 1997 and *** in 1998.!!¢ Although the industry’s performance
improved in the interim 1999 period, an operating income of *** compared with *** in the comparable
period in 1998, the industry remains *** .17

U.S. producers’ shipments as a share of total apparent consumption declined on a quantity basis
from 35.9 percent in 1997 to 33.4 percent in 1998, then declined further to 25.4 percent of apparent
consumption in the first six months of 1999, compared with 34.4 percent in the comparable period of
199 8.“8 119

In the period reviewed, domestic producers’ production and capacity utilization levels declined,
inventories increased, and the number of production and related workers declined. Specifically, U.S.
producers’ total production of shop towels declined from 164.6 million towels in 1997 to 159.0 million
towels in 1998. Domestic capacity utilization also declined from 49.4 percent in 1997 to 39.3 percent in

113 (...continued)

Agreement.” 19 U.S.C. § 1675a(a)(6). Section 752(a)(6) of the Act also states that “the Commission may consider
. .. the magnitude of the net countervailable subsidy” in making its determination in a five-year review. 19 U.S.C. §
1675a(a)(6). See also SAA at 890. In its final five-year review determination regarding shop towels from
Bangladesh, Commerce determined that the magnitude of the dumping margin that is likely to prevail if the
antidumping duty order for Bangladesh were revoked ranges from 2.72 to 42.31 percent. 64 Fed. Reg. at 42660.
Commerce determined that the magnitude of the countervailing duty margin that is likely to prevail if the
countervailing duty order for Pakistan were revoked is 5.17 percent, and that the programs benefiting Pakistani shop
towels fall within the definition of an export subsidy under Article 3.1(a) of the Subsidies Agreement. 64 Fed. Reg.
at 42675.

' The SAA states that in assessing whether the domestic industry is vulnerable to injury if the order is revoked,
the Commission “considers, in addition to imports, other factors that may be contributing to overall injury. While
these factors, in some cases, may account for the injury to the domestic industry, they may also demonstrate that an
industry is facing difficulties from a variety of sources and is vulnerable to dumped or subsidized imports.” SAA at
885.

15 CR at I1I-4 - IT1-8, PR at I1I-4; CR and PR at Table III-5.

!¢ CR and PR at Table III-5. Capital expenditures relating to shop towels also decreased between 1997 and
1998, and decreased further in interim 1999 compared with interim 1998. CR and PR at Table III-8.

7 CR and PR at Table III-5.

18 CR and PR at Table I-3. The decline in market share is in part attributable to increasing imports from
nonsubject countries.

11 We note that nonsubject imports have played an increasingly important role in the growing U.S. shop towel
market, accounting for 16.5 percent of U.S. consumption of 251 million towels in 1980, 27.4 percent of U.S.
consumption of 387 million towels in 1990, and 49.4 percent of U.S. consumption of 499 million towels in 1998.
CR and PR at Table I-1.
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1998.'%° U.S. producers’ inventories increased from *** towels at the end of 1997 to *** towels at the
end of 1998, and *** towels at the end of the 1999 interim period, compared with *** at the end of the
1998 interim period.'? The number of U.S. production and related workers producing shop towels
declined from 172 workers in 1997 to 145 workers in 1998, and declined further in the interim period to
138 workers, compared with 155 workers in the comparable period in 1998.!2

Given the generally substitutable nature of the subject merchandise and the domestic like
product, we find that the significant volume of low-priced subject imports, when combined with the
likely adverse price effects of these imports, would have a significant adverse impact on the production,
shipments, sales, and revenue levels of the vulnerable domestic industry. This reduction in the industry’s
production, sales, and revenue levels would have a further direct adverse impact on the industry’s
profitability and employment levels as well as its ability to make and maintain necessary capital
investments. Accordingly, we conclude that, if the orders were revoked, the subject imports would be
likely to have a significant adverse impact on the domestic industry within a reasonably foreseeable time.

D. Conclusion

For the reasons stated above, we determine that revocation of the antidumping duty order on
shop towels from Bangladesh and the countervailing duty order on shop towels from Pakistan would
likely lead to continuation or recurrence of material injury within a reasonably foreseeable time.

VL REVOCATION OF THE ANTIDUMPING DUTY ORDER ON SHOP TOWELS FROM
CHINA IS LIKELY TO LEAD TO CONTINUATION OR RECURRENCE OF
MATERIAL INJURY WITHIN A REASONABLY FORESEEABLE TIME = 124

A. Likely Volume of Subject Imports from China

In the original determination concerning China, the Commission concluded that a domestic
industry was materially injured by reason of imports of cotton shop towels from China that were being
sold at less than fair value.'” The Commission found that imports of shop towels from China had
increased as a share of apparent domestic consumption from 18.1 percent in 1980 to 34.5 percent in 1981
to 38.3 percent in 1982, and increased in the interim period of 1983 to 33.3 percent, compared with 31.1

120 CR and PR at Table III-1. A portion of the 1997-1998 decrease in capacity utilization is attributable to U.S.
producers’ increase in capacity from 333.3 million towels in 1997 to 404.8 million towels in 1998. Capacity
utilization decreased somewhat further in the 1999 interim period compared with the comparable period in 1998.
Id.

12l CR and PR at Table III-3.

122 CR and PR at Table III-4.

12 As noted earlier, Chairman Bragg cumulates subject imports from all three countries. She again notes that
the cumulative effect of the subject imports from Bangladesh, Pakistan, and China, in the event of revocation,
warrants an affirmative determination for each subject country.

12 Commissioner Askey determines that revocation of the antidumping order covering imports of shop towels
from China would be likely to lead to continuation or recurrence of material injury within a reasonably foreseeable
time. She joins in section VI of this opinion.

125 USITC Pub. 1431 at 3.
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percent in the 1982 interim period.'* Subject imports from China totaled 94.3 million towels in 1981,
the last full year prior to initiation of the original investigation.'?’

In 1997, there were no imports of the subject merchandise from China.'® In 1998, imports from
China totaled 5,000 towels, then increased to 599,000, or 0.3 percent of total shop towel imports in the
first six months of 1999, compared with zero imports from China in the interim period in 1998.'%
Quotas for the subject merchandise from China are estimated at 29.0 million towels in 1998 and 29.1
million towels in 1999."*° The quota limiting U.S. shop towel imports from China was only 1.1 percent
filled in 1998, the 1999 quota was only 5.2 percent filled in the first ten months of 1999.7! We view this
recent limited presence in the U.S. market and the significant unfilled quota for shop towels from China
as reflecting the remedial effects of the antidumping duty order.

We find that the unfilled portion of China’s quota permits Chinese producers to increase imports
into the United States significantly.’*> We also find that China would be able in the short term to fill all
or a significant part of the currently unfilled portion of its quota, which will be an estimated 29.2 million
towels in 2000 and 29.3 million towels in 2001.'%

There is no record information indicating any likely limitations, apart from the quota, on China’s
resumption of significant export shipments to the United States if the order were revoked. As already
noted, shop towel production in China is labor intensive, requiring minimal capital expenditure and
rendering entry into and exit from the sector relatively easy. Indeed, past fluctuations in levels of
Chinese exports to the United States from one year to the next demonstrate China’s historic ability to
quickly expand and contract exports to the United States. For instance, U.S. imports of shop towels from
China more than doubled from 45.5 million towels in 1980 to 94.3 million towels in 1981.1** These
imports more than tripled from 15.3 million towels in 1988 to 46.9 million towels in 1989, then dropped
to 16.1 million towels in 1990.** Moreover, these historic data demonstrate that China is able to build
its capacity to export to the United States at least to the level of 94 million towels annually, the pre-

126 Id. at 7-8. In absolute terms, subject imports from China increased in the original investigation period from
45.5 million towels in 1980 to 94.3 million in 1981, and then declined to 83.0 million towels in 1982 and to 31.0
million towels in the interim period of 1983, compared with 33.5 million towels in the corresponding period of
1982.

127Id. at 7 and A-1.

12 CR and PR at Table VI-1.

12 CR and PR at Table VI-1.

130 This represents a conversion of the annual quota on a weight basis into the quantity-of-towel equivalent, as
discussed in note 54, supra, and includes both cotton and other fabric categories. Quotas on Chinese cotton towels,
sub-category 369-S only, are estimated to be 20.50 million in 2000 and 20.54 million in 2001.

BICR atI-17, PR at I-12. These quota fills are on the basis of kilograms and reflect the cotton category only.
China’s quota for the other towels, category 863-S, was only 2.7 percent filled as of October 31, 1999, by imports
from China of 240,000 towels under HTSUS 6307.10.2015.

132 The imminent potential for increased imports from China is virtually limited to the unfilled quota quantities.
Unlike the quotas for shop towels from Bangladesh and Pakistan, the annual increase in the quota for China will be
small.

133 This represents a conversion of the annual quota on a weight basis into the quantity-of-towel equivalent, as
discussed in note 54, supra, and, for 2001, assumes an extension of the United States-China textile agreement with
the same annual quota growth rates.

134 CR and PR at Table I-1.

135 CR and PR at Table I-1.
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antidumping-duty level in 1981," indicating that China could easily meet the quota levels in 1999, 2000,
and 2001, in excess of 29 million towels in each year.’*” Moreover, Chinese customs data show that
China’s exports to the world of miscellaneous textile articles, including dish towels and cotton shop
towels, totaled 235 million towels, only 16.5 million of which the Chinese data identify as exports to the
United States.”®® Accordingly, there is substantial production and production capacity that could be
directed to the United States if the antidumping duty order were revoked.

Accordingly, we find that imports of Chinese shop towels into the United States would be likely
to increase significantly in the reasonably foreseeable future if the antidumping duty order were revoked.

B. Likely Price Effects of Subject Imports from China

In the original investigation, the Commission found that the Chinese product undersold domestic
producers by large margins in every quarter of the period investigated.”* The Commission confirmed
that the majority of the 12 purchasers that shifted their purchases to the Chinese product during 1981 and
1982 noted that lower prices were an important factor in their shift.!*

There are no current price comparison data on imports from China. We note, however, that
purchasers consider price to be one of the most important factors in purchasing decisions.!*! Thus, we
find it likely that Chinese producers would offer attractively low prices to U.S. purchasers-in order to
regain market share if the antidumping duty order were revoked.'*?

Accordingly, we find that the likely volume of imports from China resulting from revocation of
the antidumping duty order would likely have a significant adverse effect on domestic prices for shop
towels. Accordingly, we conclude that the Chinese subject merchandise is likely to enter the United
States at prices that would significantly undersell domestic shop towels and have a significant depressing
or suppressing effect on prices for the domestic like product.

C. Likely Impact of Subject Imports from China

The first step in our analysis of the likely impact of subject imports if the antidumping order
were revoked, is to determine whether the domestic industry is in a vulnerable state.'*® Based on the

13 CR and PR at Table I-1.

137 Chairman Bragg infers that, in the absence of the order, Chinese producers would revert to their historical
emphasis on exporting to the United States, as evidenced in the Commission’s original determination. Based upon
the record in this review, Chairman Bragg finds that this historical emphasis will likely result in significant volumes
of subject imports from China into the United States.

138 CR at IV-6, PR at IV-4.

139 USITC Pub. 1431 at 8.

10]d. at9.

41 CR and PR at Table II-1.

142 Chairman Bragg infers that, in the event of revocation, Chinese producers will revert to aggressive pricing
practices with regard to exports to the United States, as evidenced in the Commission’s original determination.

4319 U.S.C. § 1675a(a)(4). Section 752(a)(6) of the Act states that “the Commission may consider the
magnitude of the margin of dumping” in making its determination in a five-year review. 19 U.S.C. § 1675a(a)(6).
The statute defines the “magnitude of the margin of dumping” to be used by the Commission in five-year reviews as

(continued...)
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record in these proceedings as discussed in the previous section on Bangladesh and Pakistan, we find that
the domestic industry is in a vulnerable state.'*

We also found, above, that revocation of the antidumping duty order is likely to lead to
significant volumes of subject imports from China and to significant adverse price effects. Given the
generally substitutable nature of the subject merchandise and domestic like product, we find that the
likely significant volume of low-priced subject imports, when combined with the expected adverse price
effects of these imports, would have a significant adverse impact on the production, shipments, sales, and
revenue levels of the vulnerable domestic industry. This reduction in the industry’s production, sales,
and revenue levels would have a direct adverse impact on the industry’s profitability and employment
levels as well as its ability to raise capital and make and maintain necessary capital investments.
Accordingly, we conclude that, if the order were revoked, the subject imports would be likely to have a
significant adverse impact on the domestic industry within a reasonably foreseeable time.

D. Conclusion

For the reasons stated above, we determine that revocation of the antidumping duty order on
shop towels from China would likely lead to continuation or recurrence of material injury within a
reasonably foreseeable time.

CONCLUSION

For the foregoing reasons, we determine that revocation of the antidumping duty orders on shop
towels from Bangladesh and China and the countervailing duty order on shop towels from Pakistan
would be likely to lead to continuation or recurrence of material injury to the U.S. shop towel industry
within a reasonably foreseeable time.'*

143 (...continued)
“the dumping margin or margins determined by the administering authority under section 1675a(c)(3) of this title.”
19 U.S.C. § 1677(35)(C)(iv). See also SAA at 887. In its final five-year review determination regarding shop
towels from China, Commerce determined that the magnitude of the dumping margin that is likely to prevail if the
antidumping duty order were revoked ranges from 30.1 percent to 37.2 percent. 64 Fed. Reg. 42658.

144 See Section V, supra.

145 Commissioner Askey dissenting with respect to Bangladesh and Pakistan.
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DISSENTING VIEWS OF
COMMISSIONER THELMA J. ASKEY

Section 751(d) of the Tariff Act of 1930, as amended, requires that the Department of Commerce
revoke a countervailing duty order or an antidumping duty order in a five-year (“sunset”) review unless
Commerce determines that dumping or a countervailable subsidy would be likely to continue or recur
and the Commission determines that material injury would be likely to continue or recur within a
reasonably foreseeable time.! Based on the record in these reviews, I concur in the Commission’s
determination that revocation of the antidumping duty order covering shop towels from China would be
likely to lead to continuation or recurrence of material injury to an industry in the United States within a
reasonably foreseeable time. I determine that revocation of the antidumping duty order covering shop
towels from Bangladesh and the countervailing duty order covering shop towels from Pakistan would not
be likely to lead to continuation or recurrence of material injury to an industry in the United States within
a reasonably foreseeable time.

Except as otherwise noted, I join in the Commission’s findings with respect to the domestic like
product and the domestic industry, the legal standards governing the Commission’s cumulation and
causation analysis in sunset reviews, conditions of competition in this marketplace, and the likelihood of
recurrence or continuation of material injury by reason of the subject imports from China. However,
unlike my colleagues, I have determined that the subject imports from Pakistan are not likely to have a
discernible adverse impact on the domestic industry within a reasonably foreseeable time if the order
covering Pakistan is revoked. I have, therefore, not cumulated the subject imports from Pakistan with
the other subject imports for purposes of my analysis. I have further determined to exercise my
discretion not to cumulate the subject imports from Bangladesh and China. I also determine that
revocation of the orders covering subject imports from Bangladesh and Pakistan would not be likely to
lead to a continuation or recurrence of material injury within a reasonably foreseeable time. I dlscuss the
reasons for these determinations below.

As a preliminary matter, I note that only one party entered an appearance and filed briefs in this
proceeding: the domestic producer, Milliken and Company. Milliken is one of three domestic producers
of shop towels and accounted for *** percent of domestic production in 1998.> None of the respondent
parties entered appearances or filed briefs in this proceeding. The Commission received only limited
questionnaire responses from the Pakistani producers and no responses from Bangladeshi and Chinese
producers.

Given the level of responses in this review, the Commission has a somewhat limited record to
review in determining whether revocation of the orders will likely lead to continuation or recurrence of
material injury in the reasonably foreseeable future. In a case such as this, where only one domestic
interested party (and no respondent producers, exporters, or importers) has fully participated in the
review, that party has an advantage in terms of being able to present information to the Commission
without rebuttal from the other side. Nonetheless, irrespective of the source of information on the
record, the statute obligates the Commission both to investigate the matters at issue and to evaluate the

119 U.S.C. §§ 1675(d)(2), 1675a(a)(1) (1994).

2CR atI-21, PR at I-15. Blue Ridge, the *** producer of cotton shop towels in 1998, submitted a questionnaire
response but did not file an entry of appearance or submit briefs in this proceeding. Id. The third domestic
producer, Kleen-Tex, accounted for *** percent of domestic production in 1998 but ***. CR at I-20, n. 34, PR at I-
15, n. 34.
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information and evidence before it in terms of the statutory criteria.> The Commission cannot properly
accept participating parties’ information and characterizations thereof without question and without
evaluating other available information and evidence.*

I. CUMULATION
A. General

In sunset reviews, the Commission has the discretion to cumulatively assess the volume and
effect of imports of the subject merchandise from all countries with respect to which reviews were
initiated on the same day if those imports would be likely to compete with each other and with the
domestic like product within a reasonably foreseeable time if the orders are revoked.” The Commission
has generally considered four factors intended to provide the Commission with a framework for
determining whether the imports compete with each other and with the domestic like product.’ In five-
year reviews, the relevant inquiry is whether there would likely be competition even if none currently
exists. Moreover, because of the prospective nature of five-year reviews and the discretionary nature of
the cumulation decision, the Commission has examined other significant conditions of competition that
are likely to prevail if the orders under review are revoked when deciding whether to cumulate in sunset
reviews.

Although cumulation is discretionary in sunset reviews, the statute clearly and unambiguously
states that the Commission shall not cumulatively assess the volume and effects of imports of the subject
merchandise in a case in which it determines that such imports are likely to have no discernible adverse
impact on the domestic industry upon revocation of an order.” Accordingly, the Commission must
conclude that the subject imports from a country will have a “discernible adverse impact on the domestic
industry” after revocation of the order before cumulating the volume and effect of those imports with
those of other subject imports. Accordingly, to determine whether I am precluded from cumulating the
subject imports in my analysis, I focus on how discernibly the imports will impact the condition of the
industry as a result of revocation, and not simply on whether there will be a small -- i.e., negligible --
volume of imports after revocation.?

319 U.S.C. § 1675a(a).

4 See, e.g., Alberta Pork Producers’ Mktg. Bd. v. United States, 669 F. Supp. 445, 459 (Ct. Int’l Trade 1987)
(“Commission properly exercised its discretion in electing not to draw an adverse inference from the low response
rate to questionnaires by the domestic swine growers since the fundamental purpose of the rule to ensure production
of relevant information is satisfied by the existence of the reliable secondary data.”).

519 U.S.C §1675a(a)(7).

¢ The four factors generally considered by the Commission in assessing whether imports compete with each
other and with the domestic like product are: 1) the degree of fungibility between the imports from different
countries and between imports and the domestic like product, including consideration of specific customer
requirements and other quality related questions; 2) the presence of sales or offers to sell in the same geographical
markets of imports from different countries and the domestic like product; 3) the existence of common or similar
channels of distribution for imports from different countries and the domestic like product; and 4) whether the
imports are simultaneously present in the market.

7 Section 752(a)(7) of the Act, 19 U.S.C. 1675a(a)(7).

® For a more complete discussion of my views on this matter, see my Additional Views in Potassium
(continued...)
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In this case, the reviews of the orders for the three subject countries were initiated on the same
day. Thus, I first consider whether the subject imports from each of Pakistan, Bangladesh, or China are
likely to have a “discernible adverse impact” on the domestic industry if the orders covering each
country were to be revoked. IfI find that imports from any one of these countries are not likely to have a
discernible adverse impact on the domestic industry if the order is revoked, then I am precluded from
cumulating the imports from that country with those of any other subject country. IfI find that they are
likely to have a discernible adverse impact on the industry upon revocation of the order, I must then
consider whether it is appropriate to exercise my discretion to cumulate the subject countries.

B. The Subject Imports from Pakistan Are Likely to Have No Discernible Adverse Impact
on the Domestic Industry Within the Reasonably Foreseeable Future If the Order is
Revoked

I determine that the subject imports from Pakistan are not likely to have a discernible adverse
impact on the domestic industry if the countervailing duty order covering Pakistan is revoked. The
subject imports of shop towels from Pakistan are currently limited by a quota arrangement with the
United States. Under that quota arrangement, the quota applicable to Pakistan is scheduled to increase
by 10.15 percent in 2000 and by an additional 10.15 percent in 2001. Despite the existence of the
countervailing duty order, Pakistan appears to have filled (or come close to filling) its quota level for
each year for which we have information. For example, in 1998, Pakistan was permitted to import
approximately 25.5 million cotton shop towels and filled 100 percent of that quota. Similarly, the quota
level applicable to Pakistan increased by an additional 10.15 percent for 1999 yet Pakistan filled nearly
64 percent of the quota as of October 1999.° Finally, the record indicates that Pakistan has filled its
quote levels under prior quota arrangements as well.” Given Pakistan’s consistent history of completely
filling its quotas, I find that Pakistan will be likely to fill all or nearly all of the quota increases that are
scheduled to occur in 2000 and 2001.

Nonetheless, although the quota for the subject imports for 2000 and 2001 are equal to 29.5
million and 32.5 million shop towels respectively, the scheduled quota increases for those years will only
allow Pakistan to increase its imports over 1998 levels by 2.72 million shop towels in 2000 and by an
additional 3 million shop towels in 2001. The additional volumes of shop towel imports from Pakistan
that will enter the United States in these years as a result of these quota increases represent 0.5 percent
and 1.1 percent, respectively, of total apparent consumption in 1998. Given that demand can be expected
to grow at least moderately in 2000 and 2001, and given that the domestic industry now occupies only a
relatively small share of the market,'! these very small additional volumes from Pakistan are not likely to
have any discernible adverse volume or price effects on the domestic industry, even though there is a
reasonable degree of substitutability between imported and domestic shop towels.!? In addition, I would

8 (...continued)
Permanganate from China and Spain, Inv. Nos. 731-TA-125-126 (Review), USITC Pub. 3245, at 31 (October
1999).

°CR atI-17,PR at I-13.
1% Pakistan filled its quota in 1982 and requested two quota increases in 1983. CR atI-17, PR atI-12.

' The domestic industry’s market share was 33.4 percent in 1998 and 25.4 percent in interim 1999. CR and PR
at Table I-1.

12 Because the non-subject imports occupy more than half of the market currently, CR and PR at Table I-1, and
(continued...)
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add that the likely subsidy rate for Pakistan is a relatively small 5.17 percent. The small size of this
subsidy rate, when considered in conjunction with the likely very small levels of additional volumes that
will result from revocation of the order, indicate that revocation of the order on Pakistan will not have
any discernible adverse price impact on the domestic industry.

Accordingly, I find that any likely increase in the volume of the subject imports from Pakistan
will be very small in the reasonably foreseeable future. Furthermore, any minimal potential price impact
on the domestic industry is diluted by the significant presence of non-subject imports in the U.S. market,
which would compete directly with the subject imports and the domestic industry, and by the small size
of the likely margins for Pakistan. Consequently, I find that the subject imports from Pakistan are not
likely to have a discernible adverse impact on the domestic industry if the order is revoked. I have,
therefore, not cumulated the subject imports from Pakistan with the subject imports from Bangladesh and
China for purposes of my analysis in this review.

C. The Subject Imports from Bangladesh Are Likely to Have A Discernible Adverse
Impact on the Domestic Industry Within the Reasonably Foreseeable Future If the
Order is Revoked

I determine, however, that the subject imports from Bangladesh are likely to have a discernible
adverse impact on the domestic industry if the antidumping duty order covering Bangladesh is revoked.
Like Pakistan, the subject imports from Bangladesh are currently limited by a quota arrangement with
the United States, which is scheduled to increase by 10.15 percent in 2000 and by an additional 10.15
percent in 2001. Moreover, like Pakistan, the record indicates that Bangladesh filled its 1998 quota level
completely and that it was clearly on track to fill its 1999 quota as well.’* Given this, I find that
Bangladesh, like Pakistan, is likely to fill all of the quota increases that occur in 2000 and 2001.

Bangladesh’s current quota levels are substantially larger than Pakistan’s quota levels, however.
In 1999, the quota for Bangladesh allowed Bangladesh to import 65 million shop towels, which was
more than twice the size of Pakistan’s quota levels. As a result, the likely increases in import volumes
that can be expected from Bangladesh in 2000 and 2001 because of the quota increases are significantly
larger than those from Pakistan. In particular, the likely volume increases from Bangladesh will equal
approximately 6.6 million shop towels in 2000 and 13.9 million shop towels in 2001. The additional
volumes of shop towel imports from Bangladesh that will enter the United States as a result of these
quota increases represent 1.3 percent and 2.8 percent, respectively, of total apparent consumption in
1998. Although demand will be likely to continue to grow at a moderate rate in 2000 and 2001 and
although the impact of these imports on the industry will be mitigated by the fact that the domestic
industry now occupies only a relatively small share of the market,'* these additional volumes are large
enough for me to conclude that they will have at least a discernible (although not material) adverse
volume and price impact on the domestic industry in this market.

In reaching this conclusion, I have paid particular attention to the fact that one of the subject
producers in Bangladesh has a significant dumping margin and that the pricing comparison data indicate

12 (...continued)
because they are reasonably substitutable with the subject imports from Pakistan, it can be expected the bulk of the
likely additional sales of the subject imports from Pakistan will be made at the expense of the non-subject producers
rather than the domestic industry.

1> Bangladesh filled 87 percent of its 1999 quota by October 1999.

4 CR and PR at Table I-1.

28



the Bangladeshi imports have been priced lower than those from Pakistan on a significant number of
occasions.” In light of the fact that there will also likely be an increase in the volume of subject imports
from Bangladesh in the reasonably foreseeable future, I find that these factors indicate that the subject
imports from Bangladesh will have a discernible adverse price and volume impact on the industry as a
result of revocation of the order.'®

D. Exercise of Discretion Not to Cumulate the Subject Imports from Bangladesh and
China

Although I find that the subject imports from Bangladesh or China are likely to have a
discernible adverse impact on the domestic industry as a result of revocation of the order, I have chosen
not to exercise my discretion to cumulate the subject imports from Bangladesh and China for purposes of
my analysis in this review. As an initial matter, I note that the record does indicate that the domestically
produced shop towels and the subject merchandise from Bangladesh and China are likely to be
reasonably interchangeable, to be sold throughout the United States in similar channels of distribution,
and to be simultaneously present in the market upon revocation of the orders.

However, I also examine other significant conditions of competition in the market when
assessing whether it would be appropriate to exercise my discretion to cumulate in sunset reviews. The
quota arrangements covering shop towels imports from Bangladesh and China are a significant condition
of competition in these reviews. In this regard, the record indicates that the likely increases in the
volume of subject imports from China under these quotas would be significantly higher than those for
Bangladesh. If the orders are revoked, the volume of subject imports from China would likely increase
sharply, given the restraining effect of the order and the significant unused quota allocation, whereas
subject imports from Bangladesh would likely continue to increase steadily in accordance with its quota
growth rates. Accordingly, the subject imports from these two countries would be likely to exhibit
significantly different volume trends in the reasonably foreseeable future. In addition, the likely margins
found for China are significantly higher than those found for most Bangladeshi producers in this review,
which suggests that the Chinese producers may be more aggressive in their pricing practices upon
revocation of the order than the Bangladeshi producers. Accordingly, I exercise my discretion not to
cumulate the subject imports from Bangladesh and China.

15 CR and PR at Tables V-1 & V-2.

' While the issue is somewhat close for Bangladesh, I note that the record clearly does not warrant a finding of
no discernible adverse impact for China. China is currently subject to a quota arrangement (like Bangladesh and
Pakistan) but it has exported only minimal levels of shop towels to the United States under that quota. Because the
current quotas applicable to China’s imports of shop towels allow China to import slightly more than 29 million
shop towels in 2000 and 2001, which is equivalent to 5.8 percent of apparent domestic consumption, I believe that it
is likely that these additional volumes from China would be likely to have at least a discernible adverse impact on
the domestic industry given the conditions of competition in this market. Moreover, the Chinese producers are
subject to very significant dumping margins, which suggests that they would compete in an aggressive fashion with
respect to price in this market if the orders were revoked.
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IL. REVOCATION OF THE COUNTERVAILING DUTY ORDER ON SHOP TOWELS
FROM PAKISTAN IS NOT LIKELY TO LEAD TO CONTINUATION OR
RECURRENCE OF MATERIAL INJURY WITHIN A REASONABLY FORESEEABLE
TIME

As discussed in detail above, I determined that the subject imports from Pakistan are not likely to
have a discernible adverse impact on the domestic industry if the countervailing duty order covering
these imports were revoked. Accordingly, I have not cumulated the subject imports from Pakistan with
the other subject imports for purposes of my sunset analysis. For the same reasons that are discussed
above, I find that the subject imports from Pakistan are not likely to have significant volume or price
impact on the condition of the domestic industry after revocation of the order covering Pakistan.
Accordingly, I find that revocation of the order on the subject imports from Pakistan would not be likely
to lead to continuation or recurrence of material injury to an industry in the United States within a
reasonably foreseeable time.

III. REVOCATION OF THE ANTIDUMPING DUTY ORDER ON SHOP TOWELS FROM
BANGLADESH IS NOT LIKELY TO LEAD TO CONTINUATION OR RECURRENCE
OF MATERIAL INJURY WITHIN A REASONABLY FORESEEABLE TIME

A. Likely Volume of Subject Imports from Bangladesh

In evaluating the likely volume of imports of subject merchandise if an antidumping order is
revoked, the statute directs the Commission to consider whether the likely volume of imports would be
significant either in absolute terms or relative to production or consumption in the United States.!” In
doing so, the Commission must consider “all relevant economic factors,” including four enumerated
factors: (1) any likely increase in production capacity or existing unused production capacity in the
exporting country; (2) existing inventories of the subject merchandise, or likely increases in inventories;
(3) the existence of barriers to the importation of the subject merchandise into countries other than the
United States; and (4) the potential for product shifting if production facilities in the foreign country,
which can be used to produce the subject merchandise, are currently being used to produce other
products.'

In the original determination concerning Bangladesh, the Commission found that the domestic
industry was materially injured by reason of imports of shop towels from Bangladesh that were sold at
less than fair value.” The Commission found that the Bangladeshi share of the U.S. market had
increased from 0.5 percent in 1988 to 9.7 percent in the first nine months of 1991.2° Accordingly, the
Commission found that the volume of the subject imports from Bangladesh was significant.

Although an antidumping order is currently in place against the Bangladeshi imports, imports
from Bangladesh have maintained a substantial and continuing presence in the U.S. market. Total
imports of shop towels from Bangladesh were 57.9 million towels in 1997, 60.3 million towels in 1998

1719 U.S.C. § 1675a(a)(2).
1819 U.S.C. § 1675a(2)(2)(A)-(D).
19 USITC Pub. 2487 at 5.

% USITC Pub. 2487 at 16, 1-39, I-15 (1.8 million shop towels from Bangladesh in 1988, 4.4. million in 1989,
28.0 million in 1990, and 25 million in the first nine months of 1991, compared with 22.2 million in the comparable
period in 1990).
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and 42.3 million towels in the first six months of 1998.2' In addition, the market share of the
Bangladeshi imports has remained at or around the 13 percent level throughout the same period.
Although these volumes are substantial, I do not find that the current volume levels indicates that there
will be a significant adverse volume effect on the industry if the order covering Bangladesh were to be
revoked.

The Bangladeshi producers currently have significant levels of unused capacity that could be
used to increase the shipments of merchandise to the United States in the absence of a quota. However,
their ability to increase the exports to the United States is severely hampered by the existence of the
current quota arrangements, which limit the Bangladeshi producers to making additional shipments of
approximately 6.6 million shop towels in 2000 and 13.9 million shop towels in 2001. As I discussed
previously, it is clear that Bangladesh will likely utilize the quota increase fully in both 2000 and 2001.
However, even if the Bangladeshi producers filled the increases in both 2000 and 2001, the additional
volumes likely to enter the United States under these quota limitations represent only 1.3 percent and 2.8
percent, respectively, of total apparent consumption in 1998. This volume increase, while it may be at a
level that begins to result in a discernible impact on the industry, is clearly not at a level which would
have a material impact on the industry, especially given that the record indicates that there is only a
moderate degree of substitutability between the domestic and subject merchandise.

In this regard, I note that demand can be expected to continue to grow at a moderate rate in 2000
and 2001. This growth in demand will significantly mitigate the already small adverse impact that the
subject Bangladeshi imports are likely to have on domestic prices. Moreover, the impact of any
additional volumes of imports from Bangladesh will be further minimized by the fact that the domestic
industry now occupies only a relatively small share of the market,”? while non-subject imports occupy
the majority of the market. Accordingly, any volume and market share increases will more directly
impact the volume and market share levels of non-subject imports than those of the domestic industry.
In my mind, these two conditions of competition in the market minimize the significance of any
Bangladeshi volume increases likely to result from revocation of the order.

Accordingly, I find that the likely volume of subject imports from Bangladesh would not be
significant upon revocation of the order. This finding is consistent with the economic analysis of the
Commission’s Office of Economics, which indicated that revocation of the orders subject to this review
would have only a minimal impact on domestic output in either a low demand growth or high demand
growth scenario.

B. Likely Price Effects of Subject Imports from Bangladesh
In evaluating the likely price effects of subject imports if the antidumping duty order is revoked,

the Commission is directed to consider whether there is likely to be significant underselling by the
subject imports as compared with the domestic like product, and whether the subject imports are likely to

2! CR and PR at Table I-1.

%2 The domestic industry’s market share was 33.4 percent in 1998 and 25.4 percent in interim 1999. CR and PR
at Table I-1.

# CR atII-16; PR at II-11. The staff found that revocation of the order for all three countries subject to this

review would be likely to reduce current domestic output by *** percent in a low-growth scenario and by only ***
percent in a high growth scenario. Id.
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enter the United States at prices that would have a significant depressing or suppressing effect on the
prices of the domestic like product.?

In the original Bangladesh determination, the Commission found that the subject imports from
Bangladesh had substantially undersold the domestic merchandise.”> More particularly, the Commission
found underselling in all instances of sales of all-cotton 18 x 18 inch towels to laundry services and to
distributors, and found underselling in 39 of 44 comparisons of sales of 18 x 18 inch and 18 x 30 inch all
cotton towels to laundry services and distributors.® Accordingly, the Commission found that the subject
imports had significant price effects on domestic prices.

Nonetheless, I find that it is unlikely that the subject imports from Bangladesh will have a
significant adverse impact on domestic prices within the reasonably foreseeable future if the order were
revoked. The price comparison data obtained in these five-year reviews is very limited and of limited
probative value. Because the industry did not produce all cotton shop towels in significant volumes until
1999 and because all of the subject imports consist of all cotton shop towels, the Commission was only
able to obtain comparable price comparisons between the subject and domestic merchandise for the first
half of 1999.*” This limited data indicates, however, that the Bangladeshi producers have significantly
oversold the domestic producers during the time period for which valid comparisons are available.

Moreover, because of the limited probative value of the price comparison data obtained by the
Commission staff, I have also examined average unit values for the Bangladeshi producers in
comparison to domestic values. Although the average unit values for the Bangladeshi are significantly
lower than the average unit values of the domestic industry’s domestic shipments, I believe that this
reflects, in part, the difference in pricing between the domestic industry’s cotton blend towels and the all
cotton imports of the Bangladeshi producers. Moreover, although the subject imports from Bangladesh
exhibited significant levels of underselling on an average unit basis, the average unit prices of
Bangladeshi imports declined at a much less significant rate during 1997 and 1998 than the average unit
values of the domestic product.?® Finally, as I indicate above in my discussion of the likely volume
effects of the imports from Bangladesh, I find that the minimal additional volumes that are likely to enter
the United States as a result of revocation will have only a minimal impact on domestic prices.

Accordingly, I find that the subject imports from Bangladesh would not be likely to have a
significant adverse effect on domestic prices within a reasonably foreseeable time if the order were
revoked. This finding is consistent with the economic analysis of the Commission’s Office of
Economics, which indicated that revocation of the orders subject to this review would have only a
minimal impact on domestic prices in either a low demand growth or high demand growth scenario.?

#19U.S.C. § 1675a(a)(3). The SAA states that “[c]onsistent with its practice in investigations, in considering
the likely price effects of imports in the event of revocation and termination, the Commission may rely on
circumstantial, as well as direct, evidence of the adverse effects of unfairly traded imports on domestic prices.”
SAA at 886.

23 USITC Pub. 2487 at 18.
26 USITC Pub. 2487 at 18-19.
%7 The record suggests to me that it is not appropriate to rely on comparisons between all cotton shop towels and

cotton blend shop towels because cotton blend towels are a more valuable towel due to their higher durability and
washability when compared to all cotton towels.

28 CR and PR at Table I-1.

» CR atII-16; PR at II-11. The staff found that revocation of the order for all three countries subject to this
review would be likely to reduce current domestic prices by *** percent in a low-growth scenario and by ***
(continued...)
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C. Likely Impact of Subject Imports

In evaluating the likely impact of imports of subject merchandise if the antidumping duty order
is revoked, the Commission is directed to consider all relevant economic factors that are likely to have a
bearing on the state of the industry in the United States, including but not limited to: (1) likely declines
in output, sales, market share, profits, productivity, return on investments, and utilization of capacity; (2)
likely negative effects on cash flow, inventories, employment, wages, growth, ability to raise capital, and
investment; and (3) likely negative effects on the existing development and production efforts of the
industry, including efforts to develop a derivative or more advanced version of the domestic like
product.*® All relevant economic factors are to be considered within the context of the business cycle
and the conditions of competition that are distinctive to the industry.?!

As instructed by the statute, I have considered the extent to which any improvement in the state
of the domestic industry is related to the antidumping duty order at issue and whether the industry is
vulnerable to material injury if those orders are revoked.?? Generally, the domestic industry’s financial
condition has deteriorated somewhat since the original period of investigation. The industry’s market
share has declined since the original period and the industry now has a relatively small share of the
domestic market.*® In addition, the industry’s significant financial indicators, such as its net sales,
production levels, and profitability levels, have been in decline or have remained low since the original
period of investigation.>

Nonetheless, although the industry is now in a somewhat weakened condition, the record
indicates that the small additional volumes of shop towels from Bangladesh that are likely to enter the
market upon revocation of the order will have not have a material adverse impact on the industry. AsI
discussed above, the record of this review indicates that the subject imports from Bangladesh are not
likely to have significant adverse volume or price effects on the domestic industry within the reasonably
foreseeable future if the order were revoked. Accordingly, I also find that subject imports would not be
likely to have a significant impact on the domestic industry’s cash flow, inventories, employment, wages,
growth, ability to raise capital, or investment within a reasonably foreseeable time in the event the order
is revoked. Further, I find that revocation of the order is not likely to lead to a significant reduction in

? (...continued)
percent in a high growth scenario. Id.

® 19 U.S.C. § 1675a(a)(4).

3119 U.S.C. § 1675a(a)(4). Section 752(a)(6) of the Act states that “the Commission may consider the
magnitude of the margin of dumping” in making its determination in a five-year review. 19 U.S.C. § 1675a(a)(6).
The statute defines the “magnitude of the margin of dumping” to be used by the Commission in five-year reviews as
“the dumping margin or margins determined by the administering authority under section 1675a(c)(3) of this title.”
19 U.S.C. § 1677(35)(C)(iv). See also SAA at 887. In its final five-year review determination regarding shop
towels from Bangladesh, Commerce determined that the magnitude of the dumping margin that is likely to prevail if
the antidumping duty order on Bangladesh were revoked ranges from 2.72 to 42.31 percent (64 Fed. Reg. at 42660).

32 The SAA states that in assessing whether the domestic industry is vulnerable to injury if the order is revoked,
the Commission “considers, in addition to imports, other factors that may be contributing to overall injury. While
these factors, in some cases, may account for the injury to the domestic industry, they may also demonstrate that an
industry is facing difficulties from a variety of sources and is vulnerable to dumped or subsidized imports.” SAA at
885.

* CR and PR at Table I-1.

3 CR and PR at Table I-1.
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U.S. producers’ output, sales, market share, profits, productivity, ability to raise capital, or return on
investments within a reasonably foreseeable time.

Accordingly, I find that there is not likely to be a significant impact on the domestic industry if
the order covering the subject imports from Bangladesh is revoked. This finding is consistent with the
economic analysis of the Commission’s Office of Economics, which indicates that revocation of the
orders subject to this review would have only a minimal impact on domestic revenues in either a low
demand growth or high demand growth scenario.*

IV.  CONCLUSION
For the reasons stated above, I determine that revocation of the antidumping duty order on shop

towels from Bangladesh and the countervailing duty order on shop towels from Pakistan would not be
likely lead to continuation or recurrence of material injury within a reasonably foreseeable time.

3 CR atII-16; PR at II-11. The staff found that revocation of the order for all three countries subject to this
review would be likely to reduce current domestic output by *** percent in a low-growth scenario and by ***
percent in a high growth scenario. Id.

34



PART I: INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW

BACKGROUND

On October 4, 1983, the Department of Commerce (Commerce) issued an antidumping duty
order on imports of cotton shop towels from China;' on March 9, 1984, Commerce issued a
countervailing duty order on imports of cotton shop towels from Pakistan;? and on March 20, 1992,
Commerce issued an antidumping duty order on imports of cotton shop towels from Bangladesh.?

On January 4, 1999, the Commission instituted 5-year reviews concerning the countervailing
duty and antidumping duty orders on cotton shop towels from Bangladesh, China, and Pakistan. On
April 8, 1999, the Commission determined that full reviews should proceed to determine whether
revocation of the orders would be likely to lead to continuation or recurrence of material injury to the
domestic industry within a reasonably foreseeable time.* Information relating to the background of the
reviews is provided in the following tabulation.

Effective date Action Federal Register citation
January 4, 1999 Commission’s institution of five-year reviews 64 FR 371

April 8, 1999 Commission’s decision to conduct full reviews 64 FR 19195

June 15, 1999 Commission’s scheduling of full reviews 64 FR 34679

August 5, 1999 Commerce’s final results of expedited reviews L)
November 18, 1999 | Commission’s hearing? Not applicable
January 6, 2000 Commission’s votes Not applicable
January 21, 2000 Commission’s determinations transmitted to Commerce Not applicable

! The Federal Register cites are 64 FR 42656 for China, 64 FR 42658 for Bangladesh, and 64 FR 42672 for
Pakistan.

% The list of hearing witnesses is presented in app. C.

! Federal Register (48 F.R. 45277).

2 Federal Register (49 F.R. 8974).

3 Federal Register (57 F.R. 9688).

* In addition to the subject reviews, the Commission simultaneously instituted on January 4, 1999, a review of
a suspended countervailing duty investigation on imports of cotton shop towels from Peru (Inv. No. 701-TA-E
(Review)). Both the Commission and Commerce determined to conduct full reviews with respect to cotton shop
towels from Peru; the Commission also determined to proceed with full reviews with respect to cotton shop towels
from Bangladesh, China, and Pakistan to promote administrative efficiency. On November 30, 1999, the
Department of Commerce published in the Federal Register its negative final determination of the likelihood of
continuation or recurrence of a countervailable subsidy in connection with cotton shop towels from Peru.
Accordingly, the Commission terminated its review of cotton shop towels from Peru. The Commission’s notice of
institution, notice of decision to conduct full reviews, scheduling notice, and notice of the termination of the five-
year review with respect to cotton shop towels from Peru are presented in app. A; these notices may also be found
at the Commission’s web site (http://www.usitc.gov). The Commission’s statement on the adequacy of the
responses to its notice of institution is presented in app. B and is available at the Commission’s web site. The
Commissioners’ votes on whether to conduct expedited or full reviews may also be found at the web site.
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PREVIOUS COMMISSION INVESTIGATIONS

On August 24, 1982, Milliken & Co. (Milliken) filed an antidumping petition with the
Commission and Commerce on cotton shop towels from China. Effective September 16, 1983,
Commerce issued an amended final determination® that such towels were being sold in the United States
at less than fair value (LTFV).% Subsequently, the Commission determined in investigation No. 731-TA-
103 (Final) that an industry in the United States was materially injured by reason of such imports from
China and notified Commerce of this determination on September 23, 1983.

On July 29, 1983, Milliken filed a countervailing duty petition with the Commission and
Commerce on cotton shop towels from Pakistan.” Effective January 11, 1984, Commerce issued a final
determination that subsidies were being provided to manufacturers, producers, or exporters in Pakistan of
cotton shop towels.® Subsequent to that decision, the Commission determined in investigation No.
701-TA-202 (Final) that an industry in the United States was materially injured by reason of such
imports from Pakistan and notified Commerce of this determination on February 23, 1984.

On March 29, 1991, Milliken filed an antidumping petition with the Commission and Commerce
on shop towels from Bangladesh.” Effective February 3, 1992, Commerce issued a final determination
that such towels were being sold in the United States at LTFV.!® Subsequently, the Commission
determined in investigation No. 731-TA-514 (Final), Shop Towels from Bangladesh, that an industry in
the United States was materially injured by reason of such imports from Bangladesh and notified
Commerce of this determination in March 1992.

’ Commerce’s original final determination had been published in the Federal Register on August 16, 1983.

¢ The weighted-average margins on all sales compared was determined to be 30.1 percent for the China
National Textile Import and Export Corp., 37.2 percent for the China National Arts & Crafts Import & Export
Corp., and 36.2 percent for all others.

7 Previously cotton shop towels had been one of several textile products from Pakistan considered by the
Commission in countervailing duty investigations. In July 1980, the Commission determined in investigation No.
701-TA-62 (Final), Textiles and Textile Products of Cotton from Pakistan, that an industry in the United States
was neither materially injured nor threatened with material injury, nor was the establishment of an industry in the
United States materially retarded, by reason of subsidized imports of textiles and textile products of cotton from
Pakistan. At the same time, in investigation No. 104-TAA-1 (originally published as investigation No. 701-TA-63
(Final)), the Commission determined than an industry in the United States would not be materially injured or
threatened with material injury, and the establishment of an industry would not be materially retarded, if the
countervailing duty order that Treasury had issued in 1979 on some of these products were to be revoked.

® The net subsidy was determined to be 12.67 percent ad valorem.

? Previously, on December 13, 1990, Milliken had filed a petition with Commerce alleging that manufacturers
producers, or exporters of shop towels in Bangladesh receive certain benefits which constitute bounties or grants
within the meaning of the countervailing duty law. Since Bangladesh was not a “country under the Agreement,”
no injury investigation by the Commission was required. On July 1, 1991, Commerce published in the Federal
Register (56 FR 29941) its final negative countervailing duty determination, which stated that the estimated net
subsidy rate was de minimis.

' The LTFV margin was 42.31 percent for Eagle Star Textile Mills, Ltd., 2.72 percent for Sonar Cotton Mills,
Ltd., and 4.60 percent for all other Bangladesh manufacturers and/or exporters.

$l
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SUMMARY DATA

A summary of data collected in the reviews is presented in table D-1 in appendix D.
Available comparative data from the original investigations on cotton shop towels from China,
Bangladesh, and Pakistan, as well as data from the current reviews, are presented in table I-1.

STATUTORY CRITERIA

Section 751(c) of the Tariff Act of 1930 requires Commerce and the Commission to conduct a
review no later than 5 years after the issuance of an antidumping or countervailing duty order or the
suspension of an investigation to determine whether revocation of the order or termination of the
suspended investigation “would be likely to lead to continuation or recurrence of dumping or a
countervailable subsidy (as the case may be) and of material injury.”!! Section 752(a)(1) of the Act states
that the Commission “shall consider the likely volume, price effect, and impact of imports of the subject
merchandise on the industry if the order is revoked or the suspended investigation is terminated. The
Commission shall take into account—

(A) its prior injury determinations, including the volume, price effect, and impact of
imports of the subject merchandise on the industry before the order was issued or the
suspension agreement was accepted,

(B) whether any improvement in the state of the industry is related to the order or the
suspension agreement,

(C) whether the industry is vulnerable to material injury if the order is revoked or the
suspension agreement is terminated, and

(D) in an antidumping proceeding, Commerce’s findings regarding duty absorption.”

Section 752(a)(2) of the Act states that “[I]n evaluating the likely volume of imports of the
subject merchandise if the order is revoked or the suspended investigation is terminated, the Commission
shall consider whether the likely volume of imports of the subject merchandise would be significant if the
order is revoked or the suspended investigation is terminated, either in absolute terms or relative to
production or consumption in the United States. In so doing, the Commission shall consider all relevant
economic factors, including—

(A) any likely increase in production capacity or existing unused production capacity in
the exporting country,

(B) existing inventories of the subject merchandise, or likely increases in inventories,
(C) the existence of barriers to the importation of such merchandise into countries other
than the United States, and

' Certain transition rules apply to the scheduling of reviews (such as this one) involving antidumping and
countervailing duty orders and suspensions of investigations that were in effect prior to January 1, 1995 (the date
the WTO Agreement entered into force with respect to the United States). Reviews of these transition orders will
be conducted over a 3-year transition period running from July 1, 1998, through June 30, 2001. Transition
reviews must be completed not later than 18 months after institution. No transition order may be revoked before
January 1, 2000.
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(D) the potential for product-shifting if production facilities in the foreign country, which
can be used to produce the subject merchandise, are currently being used to produce other
products.”

Section 752(a)(3) of the Act states that “[I]n evaluating the likely price effects of imports of the
subject merchandise if the order is revoked or the suspended investigation is terminated, the Commission
shall consider whether—

(A) there is likely to be significant price underselling by imports of the subject
merchandise as compared to domestic like products, and

(B) imports of the subject merchandise are likely to enter the United States at prices that
otherwise would have a significant depressing or suppressing effect on the price of
domestic like products.”

Section 752(a)(4) of the Act states that “[I]n evaluating the likely impact of imports of the
subject merchandise on the industry if the order is revoked or the suspended investigation is terminated,
the Commission shall consider all relevant economic factors which are likely to have a bearing on the
state of the industry in the United States, including, but not limited to—

(A) likely declines in output, sales, market share, profits, productivity, return on
investments, and utilization of capacity,

(B) likely negative effects on cash flow, inventories, employment, wages, growth, ability
to raise capital, and investment, and

(C) likely negative effects on the existing development and production efforts of the
industry, including efforts to develop a derivative or more advanced version of the
domestic like product.

The Commission shall evaluate all [such] relevant economic factors within the context of the business
cycle and the conditions of competition that are distinctive to the affected industry.”

Section 752(a)(6) of the Act states that in making its determination, “the Commission may
consider the magnitude of the margin of dumping or the magnitude of the net countervailable subsidy. If
a countervailable subsidy is involved, the Commission shall consider information regarding the nature of
the countervailable subsidy and whether the subsidy is a subsidy described in Article 3 or 6.1 of the
Subsidies Agreement.”

Information obtained during the course of the reviews that relate to the above factors is presented
throughout this report. Responses by U.S. producers, importers, and purchasers of cotton shop towels
and producers of the product in Pakistan'? to a series of questions concerning the significance of the
existing orders and the likely effects of their revocation are presented in appendix E.

NATURE AND EXTENT OF SALES AT LTFV AND SUBSIDIES
On August 5, 1999, Commerce published a notice in the Federal Register of the final results of

its expedited sunset reviews on cotton shop towels from China, Bangladesh, and Pakistan. As a result of
the reviews, Commerce found that revocation of the antidumping/countervailing duty orders would be

12 No questionnaire responses have been received from producers in Bangladesh or China.
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likely to lead to continuation or recurrence of dumping/subsidies at the margins'? listed below (in
percent):

Manufacturer/exporter Margin
China (dumping):
China National Textile Import & Export Corp. 30.1
China National Arts & Crafts Import & Export Corp. 37.2
All other Chinese manufacturers/exporters 36.2
Bangladesh (dumping):
Eagle Star Textile Mills, Ltd. 4231
Sonar Cotton Mills, Ltd. 2.72
All others 4.60
Pakistan (subsidy):
All manufacturers 5.17

Commerce stated in its notices of final results of the expedited sunset reviews that since the
imposition of the subject orders it had completed four administrative reviews concerning cotton shop
towels from Bangladesh, six administrative reviews concerning such towels from China, and eight
administrative reviews concerning such towels from Pakistan. Data obtained from Commerce’s Internet
site titled “Five-year (Sunset) Reviews” on the company-specific dumping margins (in percent) that
resulted from the reviews concerning imports from Bangladesh and China are shown in appendix F.

For fiscal year 1998, the U.S. Customs Service reported collecting $105,128 in duties pursuant to
the countervailing duty order on cotton shop towels from Pakistan, and $167,763 in duties pursuant to
the antidumping order on cotton shop towels from Bangladesh.

Duties collected between 1993 and 1998 are shown below (in $1,000):

1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998

Bangladesh--- 142.7 101.2 88.8 809 124.7 167.8
Pakistan--- 764 107.0 208.0 111.4 195.7 105.1

The U.S. Customs Service did not report that any duties were collected pursuant to the order on cotton
shop towels from China during the period.

13 For China and Bangladesh, Commerce found that the margins calculated in the original antidumping
investigations were probative of the behavior of the producers/exporters if the orders were to be revoked. For
Pakistan, Commerce determined that as a result of changes in the programs since the imposition of the
countervailing duty order, the net subsidy rate determined in the original investigation was no longer appropriate;
therefore, Commerce adjusted the net subsidy rate from the original investigation by adding the effect of a new
import duty rebate program and subtracting the effect of a terminated compensatory rebate scheme.
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THE SUBJECT PRODUCT
Commerce has defined the scope of these reviews as follows:

Shop towels are absorbent industrial wiping cloths made from a loosely woven fabric. The fabric
may be either 100-percent cotton or a blend of materials. This merchandise is classifiable under
statistical items 6307.10.2005 and 6307.10.2015 of the Harmonized Tariff Schedules [sic.]
(HTS) of the United States.

Product Description’*

Shop towels are square or rectangular pieces of all-cotton or cotton-blend osnaburg fabric. This
is a strong, plain woven fabric, often made with very coarse yarns that usually consist of low-grade, short
cotton staple fibers or cotton waste in the filling yarns. The fabric’s hard texture prevents linting yet is
porous enough to be absorbent. Cotton waste, which is a by product of yarn manufacturing, consists of
very short fibers. The cotton waste, which is used largely in the production of osnaburg fabric, is
inexpensive and absorbent.

Shop towels are used to wipe and clean unwanted or excessive substances such as grease, oil, or
ink from machinery and equipment in manufacturing, industrial, or automotive facilities. Shop towels
are specifically designed for more than “one time use.” Consequently, the basic physical properties
required by a shop towel are high absorbency, tear and stretch resistance, and the ability to withstand
numerous washings at high water temperatures.

The most widely used shop towel size is 18 x 18 inches, which accounts for an estimated 80
percent of the market; other less common sizes are 18 x 20 inches, 18 x 24 inches, 18 x 30 inches,' 18 x
36 inches, and 36 x 36 inches. The quoted size refers to the cut fabric before it is trimmed, hemmed, and
laundered. The towel size is reduced during each of these operations. Shop towels of 18 x 18 inches are
marketed in bales that usually weigh between 155 and 200 pounds and usually contain a count of 2,500
towels. About 625 to 630 square yards of fabric are required to produce a 2,500-count bale of 18 x 18
inch shop towels.

A majority of the shop towels sold domestically are in the greige state,'¢ although many are
printed and/or dyed. Printed shop towels often display a company’s name or logo for advertising or
identification purposes. Dyed shop towels are available in several different colors.

Manufacturing Processes

Milliken is currently the only vertically integrated producer of shop towels in the United States.
Its production of shop towels involves the following processes: yarn spinning, fabric weaving, printing
and dyeing (if done), cutting, stitching, and baling and packaging. Production from the yarn-processing
stage to the sewing of the towels is largely automated. According to testimony at the Commission

'* Some of the discussion in this section is from Inv. No. 731-514 (Final), Shop Towels from Bangladesh
(USITC pub. 2487, March 1992), pp. I-5-I-6, and I-9-I-11.

'* The printing industry is a leading user of the 18 x 30 inch towels, which are commonly referred to as
printers’ wipes.

' That is, the shop towels have not been bleached, dyed, or printed, or received any type of dry- or wet-
finishing operations. However, the majority of domestically produced shop towels receive some sort of finishing.
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hearing, Milliken has invested heavily in modernizing the production of shop towels to improve
efficiency in order to become more competitive in the market.!” For example, Milliken uses a special
carding'® machine to prepare the short staple cotton waste fiber for spinning into yarn. The company has
also invested in state-of-the-art weaving looms and special machines which cut and sew the shop towels.

Kleen-Tex Industries, Inc. and Blue Ridge Textiles—also domestic producers of shop towels—are
known as converters because they purchase osnaburg fabric!® and manufacture the shop towels. Their
cutting and stitching manufacturing processes are also automated. For example, to produce 18-inch wide
shop towels, the fabric, which comes on a beam, is cut in half (if it is 36 inches wide) or in thirds (if it is
54 inches wide) or in quarters (if it is 72 inches wide) and each 18-inch roll of fabric is then
automatically cut to the desired length. The cut pieces are then serged or hemmed automatically by
machinery, not individual sewers. ***,

“Shop towel production in China, Bangladesh, and Pakistan is labor-intensive. Plant and
equipment requirements are minimal. Typically, the only necessary equipment for the production of
shop towels is a loom.”? Sources from both Milliken and Blue Ridge Textiles stated that they do not
believe the production of shop towels in most of the major foreign country suppliers is automated. These
sources indicated that, for the most part, the fabric is produced on antiquated looms and individual
operators hem the shop towels on sewing machines.

Uses

Shop towels are purchased by commercial laundries and linen supply companies which, in turn,
rent the towels to various industrial and commercial establishments. The laundry services provide a
certain number of towels each week to the end user on a contract basis (usually covering 1 year). Each
week during this period the laundry will exchange the end user’s soiled towels for clean towels. The end
users are charged an additional fee (usually the cost of the towel plus an extra washing fee) for each towel
not returned.

Direct sales of shop towels to end users that maintain their own laundry facilities, and sales to
retailers and individual jobbers that prewash, package, and sell shop towels to retail outlets are sporadic
and small. The following is a partial list of end users of shop towels in various industries and
commercial establishments.

(1) Aircraft-manufacturers/maintenance shops/airports/airlines

(2) Appliance-manufacturers/dealers/repair shops

(3) Automobile—manufacturers/dealers/repair shops/service stations

(4) Boat-manufacturers/engine plants/marinas

(5) Building—contractors/maintenance contractors/management companies/supply companies
(6) Bus—manufacturers/transit companies

(7) Computer—-manufacturers/service companies

(8) Copy machine-manufacturers/service and repair

(9) Dairy—equipment manufacturers/farms/dairies

17 See hearing transcript, pp. 62-63.
'® Carding is a pre-spinning process which disentangles and straightens the cotton fibers so they lay basically

parallel while eliminating extraneous matter.
19 %k %

20 Response of Milliken to the Notice of Institution of Five-Year Reviews, p. 6.
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(10) Farm—implement manufacturers/dealers/co-ops and exchanges
(11) Furniture—manufacturers/refinishers/dealers

(12) Mine equipment—manufacturers/suppliers

(13) Motorcycle—manufacturers/dealers/repair shops

(14) Oil-refineries/drilling companies

(15) Printing—plants/shops/service and repair

(16) Recreational vehicle-manufacturers/dealers/repair shops

(17) Tire—-manufacturers/dealers

(18) Truck—manufacturers/dealers/repair shops

The record indicates that cotton shop towels are sold by U.S. producers and importers in all areas
of the United States, although individual producers, importers, and distributors geographically limit sales
to some extent.

Substitute Products

Disposable towels of paper or nonwoven textile fabric, as well as rags, are in many instances
substitutable for shop towels. Disposable products are initially less expensive but cannot be laundered or
reused. Reportedly, some former consumers of shop towels that switched to paper or nonwoven towels
have experienced certain environmental issues dealing with the disposal and recycling of these products.
Milliken reported that since 1965, approximately 35-38 percent of the U.S. market for shop towels has
been replaced by disposable products. Milliken does not manufacture disposable products or any other
substitute products.?!

Although shop towels can be produced from other woven textile fabrics, it is not economically
feasible to replace the wholly or predominantly cotton osnaburg fabric with a fabric of a different
construction. Cotton waste has the combined advantages of being both inexpensive and absorbent.”? The
plain basic weave of osnaburg also offers strength and durability, which are needed to resist abrasion and
withstand repeated washings.

Milliken has indicated that cotton shop towels produced in the United States are fully
interchangeable with shop towels produced in the subject countries, and there are no differences in
product characteristics between shop towels produced in the United States and those produced in the
subject countries.” An importer of shop towels also stated that there are no significant differences
between imported and U.S.-made shop towels.?*

U.S. Tariff Treatment

The shop towels under investigation are classified in HTS chapter 63 under HTS statistical
reporting numbers 6307.10.2005 (if made of cotton) and 6307.10.2015 (if made of textile fibers other
than cotton, primarily ramie—a vegetable fiber similar to flax (linen) in appearance and properties). Shop
towels were classified under the former Tariff Schedules of the United States (TSUS) in schedule 3 and

2! Milliken’s posthearing brief, part II, question 9, p. 17.

2 Cotton yarns, especially the heavier filling yarns, become fluffier and more absorbent after washing.
2 Producers’ questionnaire, section IV-B.25, p. 21.

24 %+ telephone interview with USITC staff, November 30, 1999.
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reported under TSUSA item 366.2840 (covering not ornamented, not jacquard-figured shop towels, of?’
cotton).

The column 1-general rate of duty for imports of shop towels is 7.9 percent ad valorem in 1999
and will be 7.4 percent ad valorem in 2000,%® lower than the 10.5-percent ad valorem rate which was in
effect when the TSUS was replaced by the HTS. Under the Uruguay Round Agreements Act (URAA),
the United States will reduce the tariff on the subject shop towels from the pre-URAA (1994) rate of 10.5
percent ad valorem to 5.3 percent ad valorem as of 2004.

Textile Agreements

During each of the original investigations, importation of shop towels was subject to control
under the Multifiber Arrangement (MFA)*” and was covered by quota categories 369 (other cotton
manufactures) and 863 (silk, linen, or ramie towels). On January 1, 1995, the Agreement on Textiles and
Clothing (ATC) became part of the WTO agreements and replaced the MFA. The ATC provides for the
elimination of the quotas over a 10-year transition period, after which textiles and apparel would become
subject to the same WTO disciplines and the same rules as trade in other sectors. All WTO countries are
subject to ATC disciplines, and only WTO countries are eligible for ATC benefits.

The ATC provides for the elimination of quotas through two mechanisms: product integration,
including quota removal, and acceleration of growth rates for the quotas still in effect during the 10-year
transition period.® The ATC required WTO countries to integrate at least 16 percent of their sector trade
into the GATT regime on January 1, 1995, and another 17 percent on January 1, 1998 (based on their
respective 1990 import volumes). The countries are to integrate at least another 18 percent of the trade

% “Of” was defined as meaning “wholly or in chief value of the named material.” See general headnote and
rule of interpretation 9(e)(I) of the former TSUS. The term “of” now means “having the essential character of,” in
Customs’ application to imported goods. To help ascertain if a textile article has the essential character “of
cotton,” for example, Customs often looks to see if cotton is the fiber in chief weight-the primary criterion
applied to textile goods. See general note 19(e) to the HTS for related definitions; see General Rules of
Interpretation 2(b) and 3.

* Preferential tariff treatment exists for imports of shop towels from certain countries, but not from the subject
countries. Qualifying imports of shop towels from Canada and Mexico receive either duty-free (Canada) or
reduced duty treatment (Mexico) under NAFTA. Shop towel imports from Israel are eligible for duty-free entry
under the United States-Israel Free-Trade Area Implementation Act of 1985. The subject shop towels are not
eligible for duty-free entry under the Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) or the Andean Trade Preference
Act. The cotton shop towels are ineligible for duty-free treatment under the Caribbean Basin Economic Recovery
Act (CBERA); however, shop towels made primarily of ramie or flax classified in HTS number 6307.10.2015 are
eligible for duty-free entry under the CBERA.

*7 Sanctioned by the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), the MFA was implemented in 1974 to
deal with market disruption in importing developed countries, while allowing exporting developing countries to
expand their share of world trade in these products. The MFA covered products of cotton, wool, manmade fibers,
and since August 1986, silk blends, linen, and ramie. Quotas could be established through the negotiation of
bilateral agreements or, in the absence of mutually agreeable limits, imposed unilaterally by the importing country
for up to 2 years.

% Integration means that any existing quotas on integrated products under MFA rules automatically become
void and no new quotas may be imposed upon such products unless there has been a determination of serious
injury under GATT article XIX, the safeguards provisions. U.S. House of Representatives, Committee on Ways
and Means, Overview and Compilation of U.S. Trade Statutes, 105th Cong., 1st sess. (Washington, DC: U.S.
Government Printing Office (GPO), June 25, 1997) WMCP 105-4, p. 120.
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on January 1, 2002, and the remainder on January 1, 2005. As sector goods are integrated into the GATT
regime, they become subject to normal GATT rules. Trade in shop towels is scheduled to be integrated
on January 1, 2005.

The acceleration of quota growth rates under the ATC is likely to affect U.S. import levels
sooner than product integration, because most import-sensitive sector goods will remain under quota
throughout the transition period. The ATC required the importing countries to increase the quota growth
rates for major supplying countries by 16 percent on January 1, 1995, by another 25 percent on
January 1, 1998, and by yet another 27 percent in 2002. For small suppliers (i.e., countries accounting
for 1.2 percent or less of an importing country’s total quotas in 1991), quota growth rates were advanced
by one stage--that is, they were increased by 25 percent in 1995 and by 27 percent in 1998.° The
acceleration of quota growth rates is based on the rates specified in the bilateral MFA agreement in place
on December 31, 1994. The base rates by which the quotas will grow annually vary by country and by
product. In the case of shop towels, the base rates vary by country and ranged from less than 1 percent to
7 percent. Because Bangladesh and Pakistan had base rates of 7 percent, their annual quota growth rate
was 8.12 percent in stage one (1995-97), 10.15 percent in stage two (1998-2001), and 12.89 percent in
stage three (2002-2004).

Subject Suppliers

The United States currently has quotas on imports of textiles and apparel from China, Pakistan,
and Bangladesh, as it did at the time of the original investigations. Of these countries, only China is not
a WTO member and, therefore, not eligible for the quota phase out or accelerated quota growth
mechanism. However, the United States has been negotiating bilateral textile agreements, which have
included quotas, with China under the provisions of section 204 of the Agricultural Act of 1956 since
January 30, 1980, when China obtained provisional normal trading relations (NTR) status. During the
original investigation involving cotton shop towels from China in 1983, quota category 369-a basket
category covering many different types of manufactured cotton textile products, including cotton shop
towels—had no specific limit, or quota. In the current bilateral textile agreement with China, there are
specific limits on imports of cotton shop towels (subcategory 369-S) and shop towels made of other
textile fibers (primarily a blend of cotton and ramie) (subcategory 863-S) from China. China’s specific
limit for cotton shop towels (subcategory 369-S) was only 1.1 percent filled in 1998 and was 5.2 percent
filled as of October 1999. China did not fill any of its quota on imported shop towels classified in
subcategory 863-S in 1998 as there were no imports. China filled 2.7 percent of the quota on
subcategory 863-S as of October 1999.

At the time of the original investigation involving cotton shop towels from Pakistan in 1984, a
bilateral textile agreement with Pakistan, effective from January 1, 1982, through December 31, 1986,
provided for a designated consultation level (DCL)* for category 369. Pakistan filled this quota in 1982
and requested two increases in the quota in 1983. At the time of the second request for an increase, the

* Of the small suppliers, only Egypt is a significant supplier of shop towels to the U.S. market. The other
small suppliers subject to U.S. quotas for textiles and apparel are Bahrain, Bulgaria, Colombia, Costa Rica, Czech
Republic, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Fiji, Guatemala, Hungary, Jamaica, Kenya, Kuwait, Macau,
Mauritius, Poland, Qatar, Romania, Slovak Republic, United Arab Emirates, and Uruguay.

* A DCL is a more flexible import control than specific limits; DCLs are usually somewhat above existing
levels of trade, and once reached cannot be exceeded unless the United States agrees to further shipments. They
normally apply to categories in which trade is not as great as in those for which specific limits are set and are
determined annually through the consultation procedure with each bilateral country with which they exist.
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U.S. Government proposed establishing a separate subcategory and specific limits on shop towels and
certain kitchen towels, which the Government of Pakistan accepted. Pakistan filled nearly 95 percent of
this specific limit in 1983. Pakistan filled 100 percent of the quota on cotton shop towels in 1998 and 64
percent of the quota as of October 1999. There currently are no quotas on imports from Pakistan under
category 863 or subcategory 863-S.

At the time of the original investigation involving shop towels from Bangladesh in 1992, there
was a quota on imports of shop towels from that country. The quota was negotiated following a quota
call made by the U.S. Government in October 1990. Currently, there is a specific limit on imports of
cotton shop towels from Bangladesh, which was 100 percent filled in 1998 and 87 percent filled as of
October 1999. There have been no quotas on imports of shop towels from Bangladesh classified in
subcategory 863-S.

The issue of accelerated quota growth rates under the ATC was raised at the Commission hearing
in discussion of China’s potential to become a large supplier to the U.S. shop towel market if the
dumping duties were removed.*! To follow up, staff compared the accelerated quota growth levels
through 2004 for China (assuming China becomes a member of the WTO), Bangladesh, and Pakistan.

As shown in the figure I-1 on the following page, China’s annual quota levels remain relatively low,
rising from a base 1994 quota of 607,725 kilograms to 625,954 kilograms in 2004, because of its
extremely low base quota growth rate of 0.2 percent. In contrast, Bangladesh’s quota levels increase to
3,407,056 kilograms in 2004, because of its high 1994 base quota level of 1,272,790 kilograms and a
high base quota growth rate of 7 percent. The 1994 base quota for imports of shop towels from Pakistan
is lower than that of China’s at 524,319 kilograms. However, Pakistan has the same 7-percent base quota
growth rate as that of Bangladesh. Therefore, by 2004, imports of shop towels from Pakistan could
increase to 1,403,520 kilograms--a considerably higher quota level than that of China.

Imports of shop towels from Bangladesh and Pakistan will become unrestrained when quotas on
imported textile articles from WTO-member countries are eliminated on January 1, 2005. According to
the current U.S.-China textile agreement, the quota on its shipments of shop towels to the United States
would also be eliminated. However, even if it has by then become a WTO member, the imports from
China likely will be subject to a consultation mechanism for 4 additional years beyond the termination of
textile quotas from WTO countries—that is, from January 1, 2005, to December 31, 2008.3 This
consultation mechanism will allow the United States to place a quota on imports from China if it believes
that these imports are causing or threatening to cause U.S. market disruption. Action taken under this
consultation mechanism cannot remain in effect beyond 1 year, without re-application, unless both
countries agree.

3! See hearing transcript, pp. 52-56.

32 The provisions for this consultation mechanism are found in paragraph 8, subparagraph (A) of the current
U.S.-China bilateral textile agreement. It is assumed at this time that this provision will be a part of the U.S.-
China agreement regarding the assession of China to the WTO.
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Figure 1-1
Shop towels (subcategory 369-S): U.S. quota levels for Bangladesh, Pakistan, and
China, assuming WTO accelerated quota growth rates, 1998-2004

—= — Bangladesh = =-= China ——— Pakistan

Million kilograms
35
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Source: Compiled from official statistics of the U.S. Department of Commerce.

Nonsubject Suppliers

U.S. imports from all of the major nonsubject suppliers of shop towels, except Russia, are also
covered by quotas. These suppliers, together with Bangladesh and Pakistan, accounted for 90 percent of
the total quantity of imports of shop towels in 1998. These nonsubject suppliers, their 1998 quota levels,
and the percent of quota filled in 1998 are shown in the tabulation below:

Country Quota level Quota filled
(Kilograms) (Percent)
Turkey 1,842,488 100.0
Egypt 1,498,989 87.5
Nepal 927,000 98.1
Indonesia 891,445 100.0
Sri Lanka 855,842 100.0
India 717,375 100.0
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The quotas on imports from all of these countries, except Nepal, which is not a WTO member
country, are subject to the quota phase out provisions of the ATC, including the accelerated quota growth
rates. The quota level for the nonsubject suppliers together increases by almost 67 percent during 1998-
2004. This compares with the increase in Bangladesh’s quota level of 92 percent during the period.

U.S. MARKET PARTICIPANTS
U.S. Producers

Reportedly, there are three domestic companies currently producing cotton shop towels: (1)
Milliken; (2) Kleen-Tex Industries; and (3) Blue Ridge Textiles.*> The Commission sent producers’
questionnaires to the three companies, all in Georgia.** According to the petitioner, “Milliken accounts
for most shop towel production in the United States.” * In addition, Milliken is reportedly the only
U.S. producer that is vertically integrated from the production of fabric to the production of shop towels.
The firm, one of the larger textile producers in the United States, also produces a wide array of other
textile products. In addition to shop towels, Milliken’s KEX Division also produces a *** of bar towels
as well as such products as mats and mops at its LaGrange, GA, facility. Blue Ridge Textiles purchases
cloth to manufacture shop towels. The company also produces laundry bags, slings, mats, and dust mops
in its Blue Ridge, GA, facility.

The number of firms producing cotton shop towels declined after the antidumping and
countervailing duty orders were imposed. Milliken believes that the number of domestic producers
declined after the orders were imposed due to intense price competition from subject and nonsubject
imports. Milliken indicated that Bangladesh and Pakistan imports increased dramatically beginning in
1995 after reductions in the applicable margin rates, and they entered the U.S. market at per-unit values
that were *** than shop towels produced by the domestic industry. According to Milliken, these imports
had a *** impact on the domestic industry. Milliken also claims that the rapid rise of nonsubject imports
in recent years further weakened the domestic industry and forced several domestic producers to exit the
market. The petitioner believes that *** ceased manufacturing shop towels in the fall of 1998 due to
intense competition from Mexican imports, and that Federal Bag Co. exited the market due to the
proliferation of nonsubject imports in recent years.>’

U.S. Importers

The Commission sent importers’ questionnaires to 15 firms that were identified by the U.S.
Customs Service as having imported goods classified under statistical reporting numbers 6307.10.2005
and 6307.10.2015 of the HTS with a customs total value of over $500,000 during January-July 1999.

Of the 15 firms, 8 submitted responses to the questionnaire. Reportedly, *** and *** are two of
the largest importers of cotton shop towels from the subject countries. *** imports cotton shop towels

* No related party issues exist with respect to the three domestic producers. They are not related to the foreign

producers or importers in any way, and do not themselves import the subject merchandise.
34 ok

% Response of Milliken & Company to the Notice of Institution of Five-Year Reviews, p. 14.
36 %ok %

37 Milliken’s posthearing brief, part II, question 5, pp. 11-12.
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from Pakistan, and *** imports from Bangladesh. *** did not report import data by country. However,
based on 1998 U.S. Customs data, Bangladesh was by far ***’s largest source of cotton shop towels
from the subject countries. The other three respondents reported importing from sources other than those
under investigation. For the purpose of this report, import data presented are from official statistics of
the U.S. Department of Commerce.

Channels of Distribution

U.S. producers typically sell most shop towels to laundry services which rent and clean the
towels for industrial end users. Smaller quantities are sold to distributors for resale to other distributors,
laundry services, and end users. Most domestic shop towel sales to industrial laundry services are
transacted through the producers’ sales personnel, who may also provide sales and product services.
Product and support services are important to industrial laundry services that frequently replenish shop
towels lost to general usage and attrition.

U.S. Purchasers

The Commission sent questionnaires to 38 firms that were believed to be purchasers of shop
towels. *** A total of 16 responses were received, 8 from industrial laundries and linen services, 7
from distributors, and 1 from a retailer. These companies are distributed throughout the United States.
One company, ***, has a related firm, ***, that imports the subject towels.

APPARENT U.S. CONSUMPTION

The quantity of apparent U.S. consumption increased by 15.9 percent from 1997 to 1998, and by
27.5 percent in January-June 1999 over the same period in 1998, as shown in table I-2. The value of
U.S. consumption increased by 11.0 percent from 1997 to 1998, and by 19.0 percent in the first half of
1999 over the same period in 1998.

U.S. MARKET SHARES

Table 1-3 shows that from 1997 to 1998, the market share held by U.S. producers decreased by
2.4 percentage points on the basis of quantity and 3.5 percentage points on the basis of value, while the
share held by imports from nonsubject sources increased by 4.8 percentage points in terms of quantity,
and 10.7 percentage points in terms of value. In the first half of 1999 compared with the same period in
1998, the market share held by U.S. producers fell by 9 percentage points on the basis of quantity, and
10.4 percentage points based on value. During the same period, the share held by nonsubject imports
increased by 10.4 percentage points in quantity, and 10.7 percentage points in value. From 1997 to 1998,
the share of imports from Bangladesh in terms of value decreased by 1.0 percent, while Pakistan’s share
fell by 0.4 percent; in the first half of 1999 compared with the same period in 1998, Bangladesh’s share
increased by 0.1 percent and Pakistan’s declined by 0.8 percent. During the period under discussion,
U.S. imports from China were nil.
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Table I-2

Cotton shop towels: U.S. shipments of domestic product, U.S. imports, by sources, and apparent U.S.

consumption, 1997-98, January-June 1998, and January-June 1999

January-June
Item 1997 1998 1998 1999
Quantity (1,000 towels)
U.S. producers’ shipments 154,643 166,471 81,989 77,228
U.S. imports from--
Bangladesh 57,892 60,293 32,891 42,270
China 0 5 0 599
Pakistan 25,707 25,514 13,396 11,943
Subtotal 83,600 85,812 46,287 54,812
All other 192,191 246,443 110,315 172,219
Total U.S. imports 275,790 332,256 156,602 227,031
Apparent U.S. consumption 430,433 498,727 238,591 304,259
Value ($1,000)
U.S. producers’ shipments 21,097 21,506 10,578 9,340
U.S. imports from--
Bangladesh 5,543 5,606 3,117 3,747
China 0 7 0 113
Pakistan 2,416 2,446 1,266 1,266
Subtotal 7,959 8,059 4,383 5,126
All other 19,692 24,524 11,156 16,600
Total U.S. imports 27,651 32,583 15,539 21,726
Apparent U.S. consumption 48,748 54,089 26,113 31,066

Note.--Because of rounding, figures may not add to the totals shown.

Source: Compiled from data submitted in response to Commission questionnaires and official statistics of the

U.S. Department of Commerce.




Table I-3

Cotton shop towels: Apparent U.S.

consumption and market shares, 1997-98, January-June 1998, and January-

June 1999
January-June
Item 1997 1998 1998 1999

Quantity (1,000 towels)

Apparent U.S. consumption 430,433 498,727 238,591 304,259

Value (31,000)

Apparent U.S. consumption 48,748 54,089 26,113 31,066
Share of quantity (percent)

U.S. producers’ shipments 35.9 334 344 254

U.S. imports from--

Bangladesh 13.4 12.1 13.8 13.9
China 0 Q) 0 0.2
Pakistan 6.0 5.1 5.6 3.9

Subtotal 19.4 17.2 19.4 18.0

All other 44.7 49.4 46.2 56.6

Total U.S. imports 64.1 66.6 65.6 74.6
Share of value ($7,000)

U.S. producers’ shipments 433 39.8 40.5 30.1

U.S. imports from--

Bangladesh 114 10.4 11.9 12.1
China 0 Q) 0 0.4
Pakistan 5.0 4.5 4.8 4.1
Subtotal 16.3 14.9 16.8 16.5
All other 40.4 453 42.7 534
Total U.S. imports 56.7 60.2 59.5 69.9

! Less than 0.05 percent.

Note.--Because of rounding, figures may not add to the totals shown.

Source: Compiled from data submitted in response to Commission questionnaires and official statistics of the

U.S. Department of Commerce.




PART II: CONDITIONS OF COMPETITION IN THE U.S. MARKET

U.S. MARKET SEGMENTS

There are two primary market segments in the shop towel industry: (1) industrial laundry and
linen supply services and (2) the retail market. The primary competition in this industry occurs in the
industrial laundry and linen supply services segment. The domestic producers do not sell to the retail
market.! :

CHANNELS OF DISTRIBUTION

Three channels of distribution exist: sales to distributors, sales to end users (which include
industrial laundries and retail stores), and internal consumption.”? The majority of domestically produced
shop towels are sold directly to industrial laundries and linen supply services, which rent to (and clean the
towels for) industrial end users, and a small amount is sold to distributors. Importers sell to distributors,
industrial laundries, and retail stores.

The geographic market served by two producers’ and three importers’ shop towels is the
continental United States. One importer distributes its towels in the eastern half of the United States and
another importer distributes them in the Atlanta/Charleston area and Los Angeles.

MARKET STRUCTURE
Participants

The shop towel industry has changed somewhat since the imposition of the antidumping duty on
imports from Bangladesh in 1992. At that time, one integrated producer, six converters, and five toll
producers existed. At present, there are three known domestic producers, Milliken, Blue Ridge Textiles,
and Kleen-Tex. Blue Ridge Textiles started producing shop towels in 1993 and currently produces an all-
cotton and a blended towel.®> Milliken is an integrated producer while Blue Ridge and Kleen-Tex are
converters.

Production
At the time of the 1992 investigation, Milliken’s share of domestic production was *** percent;*

it has declined to *** percent in 1998. Blue Ridge Textile’s share of domestic production was ***
percent in 1998 and Kleen-Tex’ share was *** percent.

! According to Terry Topp, a representative of Milliken, domestically produced shop towels cannot compete on
the basis of price with imported towels in the retail market; hearing transcript, pp. 14-16. As indicated by several
importers and purchasers, the retail market has been a growing segment.

? Blue Ridge Textiles makes ***. Telephone conversation with *** October 11, 1999.

* The composition of Blue Ridge Textiles’ blended towel is 90 percent cotton and 10 percent manmade
material.

* See Investigation No. 731-TA-514 (Final): Shop Towels from Bangladesh, Confidential Staff Report, p. 1-22.
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Product

The product has changed slightly since 1992. The blended shop towels produced by Milliken,
Blue Ridge, and Kleen-Tex generally contain about 90 percent cotton fiber. Imported shop towels from
Bangladesh and Pakistan are sold as 100 percent cotton, although they may contain a certain amount of
manmade fibers.’ © One importer commented that the overall weight of the shop towel has decreased.
Milliken also commented that the weight of its towel has declined over time.” One domestic producer
reported that there are more requirements for a higher quality, lint free towel than in years past.

U.S. Market Leadership

According to questionnaire responses, no price or quantity leaders exist in the domestic shop
towel market. The industry’s Herfindahl index (excluding internal shipments) is estimated to be very low
for 1998, in the range of 2.9 to 7.8 percent.?

Importers and purchasers were asked if individual firms affected price. One importer, ***,
responded that Milliken influences the price of shop towels by using trade laws to protect its business and
to increase the cost of doing business of importers through countervailing duty and antidumping duty
margins. Another importer, ***, listed *** as affecting the price of shop towels. All responding
purchasers and five responding importers answered either “no” or “unknown.” One domestic producer
listed several importers that have influenced the wholesale market by reduced quality and prices of shop
towels.’

> When the United States imported sizable quantities of shop towels from China, the content of those towels
was 55 percent cotton and 45 percent ramie. Durability in shop towels used to be considered an important quality
factor. Absorbency is now considered an important quality factor and cotton increases a towels absorbency.
(Conversation with *** September 29, 1999.) In addition, Milliken asserts that no physical difference exists
between a domestically produced shop towel and an imported shop towel. The content of its towel is 90 percent
cotton and Milliken alleges that the imported towels also contain approximately 90 percent cotton, although they
are sold as 100 percent cotton. According to ***, *** and *** a 90 percent cotton and 10 percent polyester shop
towel is considered a blended towel in the market. The towels that *** and *** purchase are 100 percent cotton;
phone conversations, October 4, 1999. According to ***, an importer, imports from Bangladesh and Pakistan are
100 percent cotton; phone conversation, October 19, 1999.

® Data on Chinese shop towels are not available since there were few subject imports during the reporting
period.

7 Milliken asserted that it had to reduce the weight of its towel in order to be competitive with imports. It still
produces a heavyweight towel, which it generally prices 2-3 cents higher than its light to medium weight. Sales
of this heavyweight towel comprise about 1 percent of its sales. Hearing transcript, pp. 59-62.

¥ The Herfindahl index is the sum of the square of the producers’ market share; a monopoly would have a
Herfindahl index of 100 percent. This range was calculated using reported domestic market share, the Pakistani
imports divided between 11 producers, the Bangladeshi imports divided between 14 producers, and treating the
other countries as single producers.

o *** listed *** as importers affecting the market.
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SUPPLY AND DEMAND CONSIDERATIONS
U.S. Supply
Domestic Production
Based on available information, U.S. shop towel producers are likely to respond to changes in

demand with large changes in the quantity of shipments of U.S.-produced shop towels to the U.S. market.
The main factor contributing to the high degree of responsiveness of supply is the availability of unused

capacity.
Industry capacity

Industry capacity utilization fell from 49.4 percent in 1997 to 39.3 percent in 1998 and from 39.7
percent in January-June 1998 to 39.0 percent in January-June 1999. U.S. producers, however, increased
capacity by 71.5 million shop towels between 1997 and 1998 and by 5.2 million shop towels between the
two interim periods.
Export markets

Alternative markets for the export of domestically produced shop towels are virtually non-
existent. In 1988, *** exported approximately *** percent of its shipments ***. Domestic producers ***
export shipments of shop towels during the investigative period for the current reviews.
Inventory levels

The ratio of producers’ end-of-period inventories to total shipments increased somewhat from ***
percent in 1997 to *** percent in 1998. During January-June 1999, this ratio increased to *** percent as
compared with *** percent in the same time frame in 1998.1°
Production alternatives

One domestic producer, *** 11 *** 12

Subject Imports

Pakistan is the only country that provided information in response to Commission questionnaires.
Two questionnaires were returned from Chinese producers that do not produce shop towels. Very limited

10 k%

' Milliken reportedly started producing a synthetic shop towel recently that is being tested for use in low lint
applications. It is being produced using the same equipment and machinery. The pricing on this product will be
higher than the cotton blend shop towel. Industrial Launderer Magazine, April 1999. ***_ Conversation with
*** November 29, 1999.

12 %ok %
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information on imports from Bangladesh and China were provided through an information request to the
State Department.

Bangladesh imports

The capacity for Bangladesh shop towel production is estimated to be twice that of its production.
Production numbers are unavailable, however. Finished inventory is estimated to be minimal because
production is driven by overseas orders and the finished product is immediately shipped. The major
constraint on exports to the U.S. market is a bilaterally agreed quota on shop towels, which the industry
there would like to, and plans to, fully utilize in 1999 and 2000. Bangladesh filled its quota in 1998 and
60 percent of the annual quota was filled in January-June 1999. The United States is the only export
market for Bangladesh shop towels."

Chinese imports

China currently produces shop towels, but its primary markets are Japan, Hong Kong, Germany,
and South Korea. According to official Customs data, a small amount of shop towels were imported from
China, but other information is unavailable.!* 1°

Pakistan imports

Based on available information, the Pakistani producers are likely to respond to changes in
demand with some change in the quantity of shipments of shop towels to the U.S. market. The main
factor contributing to the low degree of responsiveness of supply is the U.S. quota restriction on shop
towels from Pakistan under the WTO Agreement on Textiles and Clothing. Pakistan filled its quota in
1998 and 40 percent of its annual quota was filled in January-June 1999. Available data indicate that
Pakistani producers cannot switch production between shop towels and other products. Pakistani
producers have no plans to increase their production capacity until the year 2005. At that time, trade in
textiles and clothing is to be liberalized and Pakistani producers will evaluate their competitiveness vis-a-
vis their competitors to determine if capacity should be expanded.

Based on Commission questionnaires, total Pakistani capacity increased slightly from 24.4
million shop towels in 1997 to 25.9 million shop towels in 1998. Production also increased from 16.9
million to 18.0 million shop towels over the same period. Official U.S. Commerce data, however, show
the total quantity of shop towel imports from Pakistan to be 25.5 million in 1998. Capacity utilization
rose slightly from 69.2 percent in 1997 to 69.4 percent in 1998. The ratio of Pakistani shop towel
inventories to shipments increased from 10.2 percent in 1997 to 12.8 percent in 1998.

¥ State Department incoming telegram Dhaka 02275, September 22, 1999.
1 State Department incoming telegram Beijing 1924, September 24, 1999.

15 % %%
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U.S. Demand
Demand Characteristics

Shop towels are highly absorbent and resistant to stretching or tearing, and can withstand washing
at high temperatures. They are used to wipe and clean heavy, stubborn substances such as grease, oil, or
ink from machinery in printing shops, steel mills, and a variety of other industrial and commercial
establishments. Shop towels that are purchased by industrial laundries and linen supply services are
generally rented to various industrial and commercial establishments. The retail market also purchases
shop towels through importers and distributors. This market has been a growing segment of the shop
towel industry.

Demand for shop towels generally follows overall business cycles in the U.S. economy and,
according to Milliken, ***.1° U.S. consumption of shop towels rose from 387 million shop towels in
1990 to 499 million shop towels in 1998. The increase in apparent consumption from 1997 to 1998 was
68 million shop towels or 15.9 percent.!”

Substitute Products

Producers, importers, and purchasers were asked if there are any possible substitutes for shop
towels. One importer and five purchasers indicated that substitutes existed, including paper towels, terry
cloth towels, and rags. Two purchasers commented that paper is an unsatisfactory substitute and disposal
of the paper towels is a problem. Terry cloth towels are also considered unsatisfactory in performance and
are also more costly. Rags were listed as a competitive alternative in low-end uses. Two domestic
producers, four importers, and four purchasers did not know of any substitutes for shop towels.

Cost Share

Purchasers were asked what share of the total cost of their product/service was made up by shop
towels. Of the 16 responding purchasers, 10 either did not answer this question or did not know the
answer. Generally, if the end user is an industrial laundry service, the cost of shop towels varies by the
type of renter. Four purchasers gave usable responses that ranged widely from 5 to 50 percent.

SUBSTITUTABILITY ISSUES

The degree of substitution between domestic and imported shop towels depends upon such factors
as relative price, quality (e.g., serging, durability, number of times it can be washed, weight, absorbency,
reliability of supply, defect rates, etc.), and conditions of sale (e.g., price discounts/rebates, leadtimes
between order and delivery dates, payment terms, product services, etc.). Based on available data, staff

' Response to Commission questionnaire. See also hearing transcript, p. 14.

' For purposes of this report, the data on apparent consumption are composed of the sum of U.S. producers’
domestic shipments of shop towels, as reported in response to Commission questionnaires, and U.S. imports of
shop towels, as compiled from the U.S. Department of Commerce official statistics.
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believes that there is a high degree of substitution between domestic shop towels and shop towels from
Pakistan and Bangladesh that are part of the U.S. market.'

Factors Affecting Purchasing Decisions

Available data indicate that several factors influence purchasing decisions for shop towels.
Purchasers were asked to list the top three factors that they consider when choosing a supplier of shop
towels. Table II-1 summarizes the responses to this question.

As indicated in the table, price and quality are the two most important characteristics considered
when purchasing shop towels. This question was answered by seven industrial laundry firms, seven
distributors, and one retailer. Price was the most important factor considered for five industrial laundries
and two distributors and quality was the most important factor for two distributors, two industrial
laundries, and one retailer.

gﬁzaetgvx}elsz Ranking of factors affecting purchasing decisions, as reported by U.S. purchasers
Number one factor Number two factor Number three factor

Factor Number of firms reporting

Price 7 3 1

Quality 5 3 6

Availability/consistent 2 3 3

supply

Pre-arranged contracts 2 1 -

Credit/payment terms - 2 1

Freight costs - 1 -

Traditional suppliers/ - 1 1

ease of doing business

Source: Compiled from data submitted in response to Commission questionnaires.

'® Although staff believes that the degree of substitutability is high, some applications exist where an imported
towel is better suited. In the April 1999 issue of the Industrial Launderer, Blue Ridge Textiles is quoted as saying
“If you’ve got an abusive customer, Blue Ridge recommends use of a less expensive (probably imported) towel in
the account.” In the same issue, American Dawn discusses its Brand C towels, which are imports from
Bangladesh and Pakistan. It says that this towel is designed as a limited-use product for rental operations that
have high loss factors and heavy customer abuse. American Dawn’s Brand C towel is marketed as the towel
customers use to save money when not concerned with rental life.
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The results depicted in table II-1 are further supported by purchasers’ responses to the question on
how often their firm’s purchasing decisions for shop towels are based mainly on price. Three purchasers
reported always, two purchasers reported usually, and seven stated sometimes. Three reported that they
never base their purchases on price. Of the 12 responding purchasers whose purchases were not always
based on price, the next most important considerations were quality and availability of supply.

Some purchasers (6 of 15) required suppliers to become certified or pre-qualified. Of the six
requiring pre-qualification, four required it on 100 percent of their shop towels and one required it on 98
percent. The sixth purchaser did not indicate the amount requiring pre-qualification.

Comparisons of Domestic Products and Subject Imports

Few imports from China have entered the U.S. market in the last 2 years, although imports from
Bangladesh and Pakistan remain a part of the U.S. shop towel market. U.S. producers, importers, and
purchasers agree that domestically produced shop towels and subject imports are interchangeable. One
importer reported that differences in quality characteristics and sales conditions between U.S.-made shop
towels and those made in Bangladesh and Pakistan were significant factors in its sales of shop towels.
Four importers reported that these factors are insignificant. Five importers noted that price differences
between U.S. shop towels and those made in Bangladesh and Pakistan are significant in their sales while
one importer reported that price differences were not significant. One importer added that shop towels
from Bangladesh are cheaper than the U.S.-made towels due to higher labor costs in the United States and
higher margins of profit by U.S. mills. Four purchasers reported that they only buy U.S.-made shop
towels. Another purchaser reported that domestic towels tend to be heavier than imported towels.

Two purchasers compared U.S. and Pakistani shop towels on 14 requested factors. Both
purchasers said that Pakistani shop towels are lower in price and one reported that Pakistani shop towels
are superior in delivery time, discounts, and transportation costs. One of the purchasers ranked Pakistan
as being inferior in technical support and service. The United States and Pakistan were comparable on all
other factors. Two purchasers bought shop towels from Pakistan before and after 1984, the year of the
initial countervailing duty order, two purchasers did not buy shop towels before 1984 but purchase them
now, and one purchaser was not sure if it bought shop towels before the year of the initial order, but it
purchases them now.

Three purchasers compared shop towels from the United States and Bangladesh on the 14
requested factors. All three purchasers agreed that Bangladesh was lower in price. Two purchasers agreed
that discounts offered were superior and one each reported that delivery time, delivery terms, and U.S.
transportation costs were superior to the U.S. product. One purchaser reported that shop towels from
Bangladesh were inferior with regard to transportation networks and another purchaser reported that they
were inferior in technical support and service. The United States and Bangladesh are reportedly
comparable on all other factors. One purchaser purchased Bangladesh shop towels before and after 1992,
the year of the initial antidumping duty order, two purchase them currently but are not sure it they
purchased them before, and three purchase them currently but did not purchase shop towels before 1992.

Comparisons of Domestic Products and Nonsubject Imports
There are a multitude of nonsubject imports of shop towels from various countries, but seven
countries’ imports dominated the U.S. market in 1998. These countries, ranked from the largest quantity of

imports to the lowest and excluding Bangladesh and Pakistan, are Egypt, Turkey, Indonesia, Sri Lanka,
Russia, Nepal, and India.
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U.S. producers, importers, and purchasers agree that domestically produced and nonsubject shop
towels are used interchangeably in the same applications. One purchaser noted that Russian towels were
not purchased because of inconsistent supply, linting, and contamination. Imports from nonsubject
countries composed 49.4 percent of the U.S. market for shop towels in 1998. The increase in nonsubject
imports accounted for nearly 80 percent of the 15.9 percent increase in apparent consumption from 1997 to
1998. Most of the nonsubject imports are also subject to bilaterally agreed upon quotas. Most of these
nonsubject countries filled, or came close to filling, their quotas in 1998. These quotas have growth rates
as well, and the quantities allowed will grow in the future. Russia is a new supplier of shop towels to the
U.S. market and is not subject to quotas at this time.

When asked if the availability of nonsubject imports of shop towels has changed, one domestic
producer and seven importers were unaware of any change. One domestic producer reported that Nepal has
increased its shipments to the United States since 1995 and one importer noted that shop towels from Nepal
are cheaper than U.S.-made towels due to higher labor cost in the United States and higher profit margins
by U.S. mills. One importer noted that shop towels from Turkey are more costly than towels from other
countries and are not substitutable with other towels for this reason.

Comparisons of Subject Imports and Nonsubject Imports

U.S. producers, importers, and purchasers agree that subject and nonsubject shop towels are used
interchangeably in the same applications. Three purchasers reported that they increased their purchases of
nonsubject imports because of the countervailing/antidumping duty orders.

Comparisons of Subject Products from the Subject Countries

U.S. producers, importers, and purchasers agree that products from subject countries are used
interchangeably in the same applications.

ELASTICITY ESTIMATES

The following elasticity estimates are used in the COMPAS analysis presented in appendix G.
Parties have had the opportunity to comment; comments are addressed below.

U.S. Supply Elasticity"

The domestic supply elasticity for shop towels measures the sensitivity of the quantity supplied by
U.S. producers to changes in the U.S. market price of shop towels. The elasticity of domestic supply
depends on several factors including the level of excess capacity, the ease with which producers can alter
capacity, producers’ ability to shift to production of other products, the existence of inventories, and the
availability of alternate markets for U.S.-produced shop towels. Analysis of these factors earlier indicates
that the U.S. industry is likely to be able to increase or decrease shipments to the U.S. market; an estimate
in the range of 3 to 6 is suggested. These estimates are based primarily on the availability of excess
domestic capacity, which suggests that domestic producers are able to respond to price changes with
changes in production levels.

1 A supply function is not defined in the case of a non-competitive market.
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U.S. Demand Elasticity

The U.S. demand elasticity for shop towels measures the sensitivity of the overall quantity
demanded to a change in the U.S. market price of shop towels. This estimate depends on factors discussed
earlier such as the existence, availability, and commercial viability of substitute products, as well as the
component share of the shop towels in the production of any downstream products. Based on the available
information, the aggregate demand for shop towels is likely to be inelastic; a range of 0.4 to 1.0 is
suggested.

Substitution Elasticity

The elasticity of substitution depends upon the extent of product differentiation between the
domestic and imported products.”® Product differentiation, in turn, depends upon such factors as quality
(e.g., serging, durability, number of times it can be washed, weight, absorbency, reliability of supply,
defect rates, etc.) and conditions of sale (availability, sales terms/discounts/promotions, etc.). Based on
available information, the elasticity of substitution between U.S.-produced shop towels and imported shop
towels is likely to be in the range of 3 to 5.%!

Exogenous Growth in Demand

As discussed previously, Milliken expects growth in demand to parallel the overall growth in the
U.S. economy. Based on available information, exogenous growth in demand for shop towels is likely to
be in the range of 2 to 3 percent per year (although apparent consumption increased 15.9 percent from 1997
to 1998, staff believes this to be atypical).

Elasticity of Foreign Supply

The price elasticity of import supply for shop towels produced in Bangladesh, Pakistan, and China
depends on many of the same factors relevant in the U.S. industry: the extent of excess capacity, the
availability of alternative production possibilities, excess inventories, and the availability of alternative
markets, which includes their respective home markets. As previously stated, Bangladesh and Pakistan
filled their respective quotas in 1998, and intend to fill them in the future. China, on the other hand, filled
only 1.1 percent of its quota in 1998. China has a lower growth rate for its quota than do Bangladesh and
Pakistan. Most of the imports of shop towels from nonsubject countries also have quotas with specific
growth rates and these countries filled or came close to filling their quotas in 1998. Russia is a new
producer of shop towels and is not subject to quota restrictions at this time. The estimates for the import
supply elasticity of Bangladesh and Pakistan approach 0 as these countries approach their quota levels.?

% The substitution elasticity measures the responsiveness of the relative U.S. consumption levels of the subject
imports and the domestic like product to changes in their relative prices. This reflects how easily purchasers
switch from the U.S. product to the subject products (or vice versa) when prices change.

2! Staff has adjusted this estimate downward from the pre-hearing report estimates. This estimate is based on
the fact that some purchasers prefer domestic shop towels and some prefer imports. These preferences are based
on quality issues. See footnote 18 (Part II)

22 The elasticity will still approach zero with the quota growth rates.
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The estimated import supply elasticity of China is in the range of 10 to 20?* and the estimate for the rest of
the nonsubject countries is in the range of 2 to 5.2 However, staff has adjusted the supply growth rates in
the COMPAS model to account for quota growth.

Milliken responded to staff estimates of foreign supply elasticities in its posthearing brief. It
disagreed with the staff estimates of zero supply elasticities as these countries approach their quota levels.
The reasoning used by Milliken is that the growth rates are not taken into account in the elasticity estimates
and that they should be larger, in the 4 to 5 range. However, staff has allowed the foreign supply to grow
using exogenous growth rates to account for this. The COMPAS model used for this analysis examines
domestic market effects of revocation of the dumping/countervailing duties using 1998 data. Milliken’s
other concern is that the subject countries have no limits on subcategory 863-S (i.e., cotton-blend shop
towels) and that these countries can export their shop towels under this “other” category. It turns out that
China does have a quota restriction under this subcategory but Pakistan and Bangladesh do not. It would
seem that if Pakistan and Bangladesh were to export their shop towels under this other category, they
would have done so. China, on the other hand, has exported cotton blend shop towels in the past. For this
reason and the fact that China barely filled its quota in 1998, staff adjusted the foreign supply elasticity of
China.

MODEL FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

This analysis uses a nonlinear partial equilibrium model that assumes that domestic and imported
products are less than perfect substitutes. Such models, also known as Armington models, are relatively
standard in applied trade policy analysis and are used for the analysis of trade policy changes in both partial
and general equilibrium. Based on discussion earlier, staff has selected a range of estimates that represent
price-supply, price-demand, and product-substitution relationships (i.e., supply elasticity (domestic and
foreign), demand elasticity, and substitution elasticity) in the cotton shop towel market. The model uses
these estimates along with data on market shares and Commerce’s estimation of the likely level of
dumping/subsidizing that will recur or continue.

This model uses the most recent one-year period, 1998, as the base year. It examines the domestic
market as it existed in 1998 and removes the dumping/countervailing duties from the subject import prices.
The model results presented in this report estimate only the effects of the revocation of the antidumping
orders for shop towels from Bangladesh and China and the countervailing duty order for cotton shop towels
from Pakistan on the U.S. industry as it existed in 1998. The market share of China was very small in
1998.% In fact, the quantities of shop towels imported from China could possibly be due to a
misclassification or a special order. The COMPAS model will use this small market share, but its affects
on domestic producers will be minimal. The model results suggest the possible effects of revocation of the
antidumping and countervailing duties on the domestic shop towel industry over a one-year time period
only. The possible effects over a longer time period are not part of this modeling exercise. The model

2 This estimate is based on the fact that China barely filled its quotas in 1998, and could increase its exports of
shop towels to the United States quite rapidly. It has quota limits on both all-cotton and blended shop towels.

24 This estimate is based on the fact that most of the imports of nonsubject shop towels are also limited by
quotas. Most of these countries filled their quotas in 1998. However, Russia, which is a new suppler, does not
have a quota on shop towels.

%5 The dumping orders have effectively driven china out of the market and it is difficult to predict how the
market would have reacted if China was a participant. The current quota on Chinese shop towels is 31 million
shop towels; Milliken’s post hearing brief, p. 9.
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examines price, quantity, and revenue effects of the domestic market if the antidumping or countervailing
duties were not in place during 1998. Finally, the model does not assume that all of the dumping margin
will be passed forward to U.S. prices of the subject imports.

The model simulates zero demand/supply growth, low demand/supply growth, and high
demand/supply growth scenarios. Based on staff’s estimates and the margins given by Commerce, the
modeling results indicate that in the zero growth scenario, the current (i.e., fair) levels in U.S. prices,
quantities, and revenues would *** in the event that the antidumping duties of Chinese or Bangladeshi
shop towels and the countervailing duty for Pakistani shop towels did not exist.¢ In the low growth
scenario, the model results indicate that there would be a change in current (i.e., fair) levels in U.S. prices
of ***_a change of *** from the current quantity levels of U.S. producers, and a change in the revenues of
***_ Finally, in the high growth scenario, the model results indicate that there would be a change in
current (i.e., fair) levels in U.S. prices of ***, a change of *** from the current quantity levels of U.S.
producers, and revenues of U.S. shop towel producers would change by *** (from current levels) if the
dumping or the countervailing duties did not exist.

%6 See app. G for model results.
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PART III: U.S. PRODUCERS’ OPERATIONS

U.S. PRODUCERS’ CAPACITY, PRODUCTION, AND CAPACITY UTILIZATION

As shown in table III-1, average production capacity increased by 21.4 percent from 1997 to
1998, while production declined by 3.5 percent, resulting in a decrease in capacity utilization of 10.1
percentage points. From January-June 1998 to January-June 1999, capacity utilization decreased by 0.7
percentage points.

Table I1I-1
Cotton shop towels: U.S. producers’ capacity, production, and capacity utilization, 1997-98, January-
June 1998, and January-June 1999

January-June
Item 1997 1998 1998 1999
Capacity (1,000 towels) 333,277 404,751 195,115 200,309
Production (7,000 towels ) 164,637 158,952 77,533 78,130
Capacity utilization (percent) 49.4 39.3 39.7 39.0

Source: Compiled from data submitted in response to Commission questionnaires.

In responding to the Commission’s producers’ questionnaire, Milliken reported ***. In its

producer’s questionnaire response, Kleen-Tex Industries reported ***. The company further indicated
kK k

U.S. PRODUCERS’ SHIPMENTS

As shown in table III-2, U.S. producers’ U.S. shipments increased 7.6 percent in quantity and 1.9
percent in value from 1997 to 1998, while the average unit value declined by 5.3 percent. In the first half
of 1999, however, U.S. shipments decreased 5.8 percent in terms of quantity and 11.7 percent in terms of
value, compared with the same period in 1998; the average unit value fell 6.2 percent.

The U.S. producers responding to the Commission’s questionnaire reported *** shipments of
exports during the period.

U.S. PRODUCERS’ INVENTORIES

U.S. producers’ inventories *** between 1997 and 1998, as shown in table III-3, and the ratio of
inventories to total shipments increased from *** percent to *** percent. Producers’ inventories
continued to grow in the first half of 1999, totaling nearly *** million towels, and the ratio of inventories
to total shipments increased by *** percentage points over the first half of 1998.
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gil:tlgnnslhip towels: U.S. producers’ U.S. shipments, by types, 1997-98, January-June 1998, and January-June
1999
January-June
Item 1997 1998 1998 1999
Quantity (/,000 towels)
Domestic commercial shipments *rx ok HAk ok
Internal shipments *xk *HE HAk *okk
Total U.S. shipments 154,643 166,471 81,989 77,228
Value ($7,000)
Domestic commercial shipments Hokk *okx el *kx
Internal shipments *rx ool *rx okl
Total U.S. shipments 21,097 21,506 10,574 9,340
Unit value (per 1,000 towels)
Domestic commercial shipments *xk ok *rx *okk
Internal shipments *rx *okx *rx *rx
Average U.S. shipments $136.42 $129.19 $128.97 $120.94
Source: Compiled from data submitted in response to Commission questionnaires.

Table III-3
Cotton shop towels: U.S. producers’ end-of-period inventories, 1997-98, January-June 1998, and
January-June 1999

U.S. PRODUCERS’ EMPLOYMENT, WAGES, AND PRODUCTIVITY

From 1997 to 1998, although the average number of production and related workers (PRWs)
decreased by 15.7 percent, the hours worked decreased by only 0.7 percent, as shown in table III-4.
From January-June 1998 to January-June 1999, the average number of PRWs declined