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HIGHLIGHTS

U.S. production.—Nonrubber footwear output continucd on a downward path in 1990,
declining by 11 percent from 1989 to 200 million pairs, the lowest in several decades. During the
past 5 years, nonrubber footwear production has fallen by a fourth, or 65 million pairs. The value
of U.S. shipments, on the other hand, rosc for the third consecutive year, rising 16 percent in 1990
to $4.4 billion (table 1).

U.S. imports.—The 3-yecar decline in nonrubber footwear imports came to an end in 1990,
when they rose by 4 percent over 1989 to 897 million pairs, valued at $8.4 billion (table 1).
However, the volume remained below the record 1986 level of 941 million pairs. The partial
recovery in imports, coupled with the decline in U.S. production, pushed import penctration in the
nonrubber footwear market up 3 percentage points to a high of 83 percent.

China surpassed Taiwan and Korca as the largest volume supplicr of nonrubber footwear in
1990, when its shipments rose by 86 percent over 1989 and by more than 200 percent from 2 years
ago (tables 3-5). The 267 million pairs from China in 1990 arc ncarly 100 million more than
imports from Taiwan, which continucd their slide, falling 35 percent. Imports from Korca, the
largest dollar source for the sccond consecutive year, fell 6 percent in 1990 and arc down 15
percent in 2 years. Shoc production is moving out of Taiwan and Korca because of rising
production costs, cxacerbatcd by appreciating currencies, and into China and other low-cost
countries, especially Indonesia and Thailand, recent market cntrants that now rank as the sixth and
seventh largest sources, respectively. Imports from Indonesia climbed 175 percent in 1990 and are
up nearly nincfold from 2 ycars ago. Thai shipments rose by 37 percent in 1990 and arc up 82
percent in 2 ycars.

U.S. employment.—Employment in the U.S. nonrubber footwear industry continucd
downward in 1990 (table 2). Average employment was down 8 percent from 1989, to 70,800
employces, or about half the workforce in 1980.

Rubber footwear.—Imports’ sharc of thc market for fabric-upper footwear with rubber or
plastic soles (e.g., sncakers and joggers) remained unchanged in 1990 from the 1989 level of 74
percent (table 6). Imports of such shoes rose by only S percent, the smallest gain in S ycars.
Preliminary data show that U.S. production of the fabric-upper footwear rosc by 2 percent. In the
protective footwear market, import penctration fcll for the third consecutive year in 1990, to 37
percent. However, import volume that ycar rosc for the first time in at lcast 6 years, increasing by
6 percent over 1989. U.S. output rose a much greater 13 percent.

Plant closings.—The Footwcar Industrics of America (FIA), the trade association for the U.S.
nonrubber footwear industry, provided a list showing that 47 plants ccascd opcrations in 1990
(page 2). The Commission did not indcpendently verify this information.



1990 Factory Closings
(47 Total)

Adidas

Admos Shoe

Agen's Baby

Alert Shoe Corp.

Al-Gor Shoe Corp.

Apache of California

B & B Manufacturing, Inc.
Billen Shoe Co., Inc.
Billen Shoe Co., Inc.
Brown Shoe Company
Brown Shoe Company
Buffalo Shoe Mfg. Co.
Buttercup Stitching,
C & S Shoe Co., Inc.
Converse, Inc.
Cool Feet

Dunn & McCarthy,
E.T. Wright

E.T. Wright
Endicott Johnson
Endicott Johnson
Endicott Johnson
Flamingo Manufacturers
Fernado Ramos
Gem Products,
Hyer Boot
J.L. Coombs
Jerry Miller I.D. Shoes
Johnny L.A. Shoe, Inc.
K-Swiss Shoe Company
Laramie Boot
Leather 'N Things
Lesande Shoe Co.,
Maine Woods
McQuinn Moccasin
Musebeck Shoe
Omni Upward Co.
Palama Shoe Co., Inc.

Rocky Mountain Footwear, Ltd.
Romeo Magli

Shore-To-Shore Sandal Co.
Singman Footwear, Inc.

Steffy Shoe Co.

Timberland

Thom Brown

Town & Country Shoes
Wolverine World Wide

Inc.

Inc.

Inc.

Inc.

Source:
various sources.

Kutztown, PA
Brooklyn, NY

E1l Monte, CA
New York, NY
Rochester, NH
Los Angeles, CA
Washington, Ga
Lewiston, ME
Lynn, MA
Benton, MO
Charleston, MO
Seattle, WA
Dequeen, AR
Saugerties, NY
Canovanas, PR
Pasadena, CA
Auburn, NY
Maytown, PA
New Bedford,
Chapel Hill, TN
Forest City, PA
Mildred, PA
Hialeah, FL

Los Angeles, CA
Rib Lake, WI

El Paso, TX
Phillips, ME
Whitman, MA

Los Angeles, CA
Pacoima, CA

El Paso, TX

S. E1 Monte, CA
Haverhill, MA
Livermore Falls, ME
Moira, NY

Cedar Grove, WI
The Woodlands, TX
Hololulu, HI
Gunnison, CO

N. Hollywood, CA
Lynn Haven, FL
Brooklyn, NY

. Lebanon, PA

Bangor, ME
Lindenhurst, NY
Sedalia, MO
Presque Island, ME

Footwear Industries of America (FIA) data based on



Table 1
Nonrubber footwear: U.S. production/value of producers’ shipments, imports for consumption, exports, and apparent con-
sumption, 1985-90 and, by quarters, 1989-90

(Quantity in millions of pairs; value in millions of dollars)

Percentage change from year-earlier period

Ratio
(percent)
Produc- ofimports  Produc-
tion/ Apparent  to tion/ Apparent
ship- consump- consump-  ship- consump-
Period ments Imports  Exports tion tion ments Imports  Exports tion
Quantity
1985 ... ... ..., 265.1 842.7 1.3 1,096.5 77 -13 16 28 7
1986 .. .......... 2409 940.8 1.9 1,169.8 80 -9 12 5 7
1987 .. .......... 230.0 937.7 14.6 1,153.1 81 -5 0 23 1
1988 ............ 235.1 903.1 15.6 1,122.6 80 2 -4 7 -3
1989 .. ... ....... 2245 860.4 14.4 1,070.5 80 -5 -5 -8 5
1990° ... .. ..., .. 200.1 897.5 16.2 1,082.4 83 -1 4 6 1
1989:
istquarter. . .. 61.1 218.9 3.9 2761 79 4 -1 18 -8
2nd quarter . .. 57.7 2071 3.6 261.2 79 -2 -9 -29 -7
3rd quarter . .. 554 228.0 3.6 279.8 81 -1 -2 -36 1
193%\ quarter . .. 50.5 206.4 3.2 253.7 81 -14 5 -42 1
1st quarter® . .. 52.8 232.2 4.1 280.9 83 -14 6 5 2
2nd quarter* . . 514 221.3 3.6 269.1 82 -1 7 0 3
3rd quarter” . . . 49.7 236.8 3.5 283.0 84 -10 4 -3 1
4th quarter® . . . 46.2 207.2 4.0 2494 83 -9 0 25 -2
Value
1985 . ... ........ 39352 54257 99.6 9,261.3 59 -1 17 2 3
1986 .. .......... 35732 6,1754 1174 9,631.2 64 -9 14 18 4
1987 ... ... 34858 68625 1652 10,183.1 67 -2 1 41 6
1988 .. .......... 3640.7 75554 2172 10,978.9 69 4 10 31 8
1989 .. .......... 38235 74384 1794 11,0825 67 5 -2 -17 1
1990" ... ........ 44488 84085 2545 12,6028 67 16 13 42 14
1989:
istquarter.... 903.0 1,624.5 40.3 2,487.2 65 18 -12 -34 -2
2ndquarter ... 8378 11,7776 45.0 2,570.4 69 13 -4 -30 2
3rdquarter ... 10318 2,1432 47.6 3,127 .4 69 8 -1 -37 3
4th quarter ... 10509 11,8932 46 .4 2,897.7 65 1 1 -31 12
1990:
1stquarter* ... 10006 19072 61.5 2,846.3 67 1 17 53 14
2ndquarter* .. 1,009.4 2,033.0 63.3 2,979.1 68 20 14 41 16
3rdquarter* ... 1,179.4 23915 62.1 3,508.8 68 14 12 30 12
4th quarter* ... 12594 2076.7 67.7 3,268.4 64 20 10 46 13

*Preliminary.
Note.—Because of rounding, figures may not add to totals shown.

Source: Compiled by the U.S. International Trade Commission, Textiles Division, from official statistics of the U.S. Department of
Commerce.



Table 2

Employment in the U.S. nonrubber footwear industry, unemployment rate for the nonrubber footwear industry (SIC 314),
Producer Price Index for footwear (BLS code 043), and Consumer Price Index for footwear of leather and nonleather,
1985-90 and, by quarters, 1989-90

Precentage change
from year-earlier Producer Consumer
Employment _period Price Price
Production Total Production Unemploy-  Index Index
Period Total workers employment  workers ment rate” (1984=100)
—— Thousands—— Percent
1985 ... ... .l 99.3 84.1 -13 -13 15.0 101.4 102.3
1986 ... ... 88.5 746 -1 -1 15.4 108.0 101.9
1987 .. .. 84.0 723 -5 -3 13.3 111.8 105.1
1988 .. ... ... 82.6 70.4 -2 -3 10.4 119.5 109.9
1989 .. ................. 76.6 65.3 -7 -7 9.9 120.9 114.4
1990* ... ... 70.8 60.1 -8 -8 8.0 125.6 117.4
1989:

istquarter........... 78.7 67.1 -4 -4 13.2 118.8 113.0

2ndquarter .......... 78.0 66.5 -4 -4 8.5 120.1 114.7

3rdquarter .......... 752 64.3 -5 -5 8.0 121.5 113.4

gtg quarter .......... 74.4 63.4 -7 -7 10.2 123.0 116.3

1990:

istquarter........... 726 61.8 -8 -8 9.3 125.0 114.8

2ndquarter .......... 723 61.6 -7 -7 7.4 125.6 118.1

3rdquarter .......... 70.3 59.3 -7 -8 6.5 125.9 117.0

4th quarter** . ........ 68.0 57.4 -9 -9 8.9 126.0 119.5

*Data on quarterly unemployment rates are subject to considerable fluctuation because of the small sample used and, consequently,
should be used with caution.

**Preliminary.

Eogrce: Compiled by the U.S. International Trade Commission, Textiles Division, from official statistics of the U.S. Department of
abor.
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Table 6
Rubber footwear: U.S. production, imports for consumption, exports, and apparent consumption, 1985-30 and, by quar-

ters, 1989-90
(Quantity in millions of pairs)

Percentage change from year-earlier period

Ratio
(percent)
of imports
Apparent  to Apparent
Produc- consump- consump-  Produc- consump-
Period tion Imports Exports tion tion tion Imports  Exports tion

Fabric-upper footwear with rubber or plastic soles

1985 .. ... ... 54.9 84.8 0.8 138.9 61 -13 -21 -27 -18
1986 .............. 57.9 99.1 1.0 156.0 64 5 17 25 12
1987 .. ... 71.0 119.5 08 189.7 63 23 21 -20 22
1988 .. ............ 76.7 157.7 0.9 233.5 68 8 32 12 23
1989 ........ ... ... 76.8 190.1 10.0 256.9 74 0 21 1,011 10
1990 . ............ 78.7 199.2 8.7 269.2 74 2 5 -13 5
1989:
istquarter...... 19.4 58.5 2.6 75.3 78 -5 47 1,200 25
2ndquarter .. ... 19.8 51.1 2.7 68.2 75 -10 25 1,250 9
3rdquarter .. ... 17.7 376 25 52.8 71 10 0 733 -1
949tc|; quarter ..... 19.9 428 2.2 60.5 71 15 9 1,100 7
1 :
istquarter* .. ... 22.1 714 29 90.6 79 14 22 12 20
2nd quarter* . ... 220 58.4 1.9 78.5 74 1 14 -30 15
3rd quarter® . . . .. 158 325 1.9 46 .4 70 -1 -14 -24 -12
4th quarter® . . ... 18.8 36.9 2.0 5§3.7 69 -6 -14 -9 -1
Protective footwear B
1985 ... ... ... 16.5 12.8 0.4 28.9 44 -6 -20 33 -13
1986 .............. 12.2 10.7 0.5 22.4 48 -26 -16 25 -22
1987 .. ............ 1.1 9.6 0.8 19.9 48 -9 -10 60 -1
1988 .. ... ......... 13.8 8.9 0.7 220 40 24 -7 -13 11
1989 .............. 13.7 8.2 0.6 21.3 38 -1 -8 -14 -3
1990° . ............ 15.5 8.7 0.8 234 37 13 6 33 10
1989:
istquarter... ... 3.1 1.1 0.1 4.1 27 8 -35 0 -6
2ndquarter .. ... 3.1 1.7 0.1 4.7 36 -5 -23 -50 -10
3rd quarter .. ... 3.3 3.3 0.3 6.3 52 32 6 200 16
ggtg quarter ... .. 4.2 2.1 0.2 6.1 34 36 1 -33 31
1 :
1stquarter® .. ... 3.8 1.8 0.2 54 33 23 64 100 32
2ndquarter* .... 3.8 2.0 0.2 5.6 36 23 23 100 21
3rd quarter® . . ... 3.4 2.7 0.2 59 46 3 -18 -33 -6
4th quarter* .. ... 45 2.2 0.2 6.5 34 7 5 0 7
*Preliminary.

Note.—Because of rounding, figures may not add to totals shown.

gource: Compiled by the U.S. International Trade Commission, Textiles Division, from official statistics of the U.S. Department of
ommerce.
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